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THE BIG IDEA CURRICULUM

Sermon:  “God’s Community, United as One”

Clark Riggins

Small Group Study for Week of August 30-September 4, 2008

BIG IDEA

God’s community called the church is to concentrate on unity so that it be mature and fulfil its mission on earth.

CONTEXT

Whatever we see the church to be today, God has a special plan for it.  He would like us to have an important part in fulfilling this plan.  God brings a group of people together, different backgrounds, different issues, different social standings etc and calls them His body, the church.  He says that despite their backgrounds and even if they disagree they are to be united.  Unity isn’t the final goal however. The unity is the environment that people are to grow in maturity and achieve God’s final goal of making disciples of Jesus Christ.  

GROUP READS: Ephesians 1:18-23

Questions: What are the three things Paul wants our “eyes” to understand?

The power Paul says is available to us is the same power that did what?

What is the church called?

How important is the church?

Because God calls all people, the good the bad and the ugly to be part of His church, our human tendencies often cause our differences to distract from our mission.

GROUP READS: Ephesians 4:1-6

Questions: What are some examples Paul uses to show the importance of unity.

How important does unity seem to be to Paul?

If unity is so important to God – what things do I do that show I don’t think unity is important?

Is it okay not to have my way so that unity might be achieved?  What might that look like?

GROUP READS: Ephesians 4:11-14

God gives the church, leaders with gifts to help achieve His mission of making mature disciples.  

Ephesians 4:12,13 Discribes what is supposed to happen when leaders use their spiritual gifts in the church.

What does it mean to equip God’s people for works of service?  (In Greek the word service and the word ministry is the same)

Church is not a place for people to just sit, we are called to do ministry.  

What happens when people minister in unity according to v12-16

What do I need to do to be more united with others who are doing ministry?

Eph 4:15,16 What does this verse say the relationship between Christ and the church is? (Compare with Eph 1:22,23)

What do you say to those who say they love Christ but not his body the church?

CONCLUSION:  God wants us to put aside our individual desires and difference so that His body the church can be united and fulfil its mission making disciples.  If we are united and minister to each other then will become mature and grow more and more like Christ.  In addition, our church will grow healthfully as more and more people become disciples.

APPLICATION:  Looking at the conclusion to this lesson, what areas do I need to concentrate on (individualism, unity, ministry) to see that I can, be all that God wants me to be?

What should I do?

