THE BIG IDEA CURRICULUM

Sermon:  “What is Real Man?”

Wayne Krause

Small Group Study for Week of September 6-12

The Big Idea

Underlying the thoughts for this weeks small group curriculum, is the belief that the world needs more real men.  Real men of God might be a better way of putting it.

This study outlines what characteristics real men of God live by and what underlying principles they champion.

The Big Idea is that the Bible gives a Biblical understanding of what characterises real men of God.  We can observe these characteristics in men and men can apply these characteristics to their lives. 
Group Reads Genesis 1: 26, 27

Depending on the translation, these versus indicate that men and women (let us make man, let us make people) are created in the image of God. 

What would it mean if everyone lived the reality of being made in God’s image?

Suggested follow up questions:  

How would we treat ourselves, if we believed we were made in God’s image? Why?

How would we treat others, if we believed they were made in God’s image? Why?

Interesting note:  In the two books addressed to the young man Timothy in the Bible, Paul uses the phrase “man of God” when talking to Timothy, ten times.  Why do you think he does that?

Group Reads 1 Timothy 6:9-12

In these versus Paul refers to real men or the man of God as doing (pursuing TNIV) certain things:

1.  Righteousness:  What is righteousness?  How does a man of God pursue righteousness?  Does Matthew 6:33 help?

2.  Godliness:  What does godliness  mean?  How does a man of God pursue godliness?  One of the five purposes of CCCC is developing Christlikeness, does that help in your answers?

3.  Faith:  What does faith mean?  How does a man of God pursue faith?  Does Romans 10:17 help?  At CCCC we are trying to promote a minimum of fifteen minutes a day in personal Bible reading and prayer, would that help pursue faith?

4.  Love:  What is love? (do not spend to much on this definition) How does a man of God love?

Try reading 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 putting man of God in whenever you see the word love.  How does that influence your answers?

5.  Endurance:  What is endurance?  How does a man of God pursue endurance?  What does Revelation 14: 12 tell you about people living in the last days and what they are doing with their endurance?

6.  Gentleness:  What is gentleness?  How does a man of God pursue gentleness?

He is also to fight the good fight of faith – What does fighting the good fight of faith mean?  How does a does a man of God fight the good fight of faith?

AND take hold of the eternal life which he had confessed to in front of witnesses.

Taking hold of eternal life is living as a person who has eternal life.  It is remembering when you accepted Christ in your life and when in front of witnesses you asked to be baptised.  (Baptism was preceeded in Bible times with public confession of your loyalty to Christ.

Conclusion:  Although this lesson was about the man of God it is obvious that it is not only for men but women.  What areas that we have discussed do I need to pursue to be the person who was made in God’s image?  What will I do?

