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Sermon:  “The Law of the Road Part 2”
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The Big Idea

The law of the road is quite simple.  It states simply that “my direction determines my destination.”  Direction not intention determines my destination.  It can be illustrated for those living on the Central Coast by the following.  It doesn’t matter if I gather my family and pray. It doesn’t matter if I visualise the place I want to go on my holiday.  It doesn’t matter if my friends wave me off and pray for travelling mercies.  It doesn’t even matter if my small group has prayed and fasted for a week. The law of the road dictates that if I drive my car to the F3 Freeway and turn north, I will never get to Sydney (which is south).  Why? - Because direction trumps intention, dreams or aspirations every time.  We know this law when it comes to driving, walking flying etc.  What we don’t seem to realise is that it works in other areas of our lives as well.

The law of the road applies to:

Me on my family road
Me on my spiritual road

Me on my marriage road
Me on my dating road

Me on my professional road

Me on my health road

Me on my financial road

My direction – the decisions I make each day determine my destination, not my intentions or dreams.
How do I change roads?  How do I make sure that my intention and my direction are the same?

This Small Group study shows the principles behind 

“Changing Roads or Changing Directions”
Group Reads Acts 26: 1-11

Question:  
How would you describe Paul’s direction, the road of life he is walking on, outlined in this passage?

Question:  
How can someone who knows so much about studying the Bible, and understands Biblical truths, end up wanting to make people blaspheme or kill them?

Group Reads Acts 26:12-20
Question:  
Paul hadn’t just been persecuting Christians.  According to these verses, what did Paul discover he had really been doing on this road despite his best intentions?


Question: 
In verses 15-20 Jesus tells Paul what he needs to do to change roads - to change the direction in his life.  Instead of reading what Paul is to do, we are going to put ourselves in the picture and discuss what steps we must take to change directions.

1. Paul had to realise that it was Jesus he was hurting. Verse 15: Why is   

knowing who Jesus is, and what my wrong direction is doing to Him, important to my changing directions?


2.  What do you think it means to open our eyes in verse 18?
3. What does it mean to receive forgiveness of sins?  What did Paul do   

and what do I need to do to receive forgiveness from God?

4. What does it mean that when we do the above we are counted as being 
amongst the sanctified (or set apart for a holy use)?

5. Paul talks again about repentance and turning to God in verse 20.  In 
the same verse, what does demonstrate their repentance by their deeds mean?

Following the above steps will place us on correct roads or paths in our lives.  

Have a look at the list of roads mentioned at the beginning of this study.  Have the group

choose a few roads and discuss what “deeds of repentance” might need to be done to

keep us on the correct road – having our intentions match our direction.

Conclusion:

Discussion with your group: Each individual is to pick one road they intend to walk on 
properly.  What three things will each of us need to do to make sure that we keep walking on the right road?

Prayer

