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A Word to the Reader

The story of the cosmic conflict between Christ and Satan begins
before this world was created. Indeed, the trigger for Lucifer’s
rebellion may well have been God’s planning for the creation of this
Earth without consulting him. God consulted with His Son but
apparently not with any of the created beings. Lucifer (the original
name for the covering cherub who, after he rebelled, was known as
Satan – the adversary) felt that he, as the leading angel, should have
been included in the planning process.

It is not known how long before the creation of Earth Lucifer began
his campaign to exalt himself and criticise God, but for some time he
carried on a subversive campaign to gather support among the angels
in his efforts to undermine God’s government. Eventually his
activities came out into the open, and he was seen to be in rebellion
against God.

When the Earth was created Satan decided that he would attempt to
enlist humans to join him in rebellion, so he came down into the
garden of Eden and succeeded in deceiving Eve into believing his lies
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and disobeying God’s command. As soon as Adam and Eve fell under
Satan’s power, planet Earth became the centre of the cosmic conflict
between God (and Christ) and Satan, and Satan was eventually
thrown out of heaven and confined to Earth (Revelation 12:7-9).

God’s plan for saving man from death because of his disobedience to
God is called “the plan of salvation” or “the plan of redemption.” The
terms are interchangeable, and both refer to the overall plan by which
God loved us so much that He gave Christ, His Son, to come to this
Earth and die so that any who love God and want to be on His side in
the cosmic conflict can be counted as righteous. ( John 3:16). He then
gives us his sinless life in exchange for our sinful lives so we can live
with God throughout eternity. This is such good news that it is called
the Gospel (the Good News). Bible-based Christianity is the only
religion which teaches that eternal salvation is absolutely free by God’s
grace, because Christ paid the full price for our salvation. To accept
His free offer, we must believe that Christ died for us, repent of our
sins, love Him enough to obey Him and joyfully invite Him to be Lord
of our lives. That is the essence of the plan of salvation, or the plan of
redemption. Those who experience the joy of salvation feel it is a
privilege to share the good news with others.

Over the course of this world’s history, God has employed various
strategies in conducting the different stages of the war. During the first
stage He basically relied on separating those who wanted to be on
God’s side from those who wanted to follow Satan’s lifestyle. Genesis
4:14,16 tells us that God banished Cain, the murderer, from among
His people and he went to live in a different part of the country. This
separation strategy worked for some time, but eventually people from
the two groups intermarried and the whole world became wicked
(Genesis 6:2-5). After many centuries God decided that this strategy
needed revision, so He sent a world-wide flood to wipe out the evil
that had taken control of Earth. To save those who chose not to be
part of Satan’s evil dominion, God told Noah to build a huge boat
(called the ark) on which anyone who chose to be part of God’s
kingdom could safely ride out the flood, along with a breeding pair of
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every kind of animal which would otherwise be drowned. After Noah
built the ark and warned the inhabitants of Earth for one hundred and
twenty years that the flood was coming, only Noah and his family,
eight individuals, went aboard the ark along with the animals and
were saved from the flood. With these individuals, God made a new
start. The Bible account of this first stage is recorded in Genesis
chapters 1 to 9.

During the second stage of the war, from Noah’s Flood until the First
advent of Christ, the strategy God used was to choose Abraham’s
family, (known as the Hebrews or Israelites, and later, the Jews) who
would be faithful to Him, and use them to witness to the rest of the
world. Satan targeted this people-group and attempted to lead them
to follow the evil lifestyle of the heathen people around them.
Unfortunately, He was all-too-often successful, so God allowed king
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon to take them captive. By the time of the
first advent of Christ the Jews were subjects of the Roman empire and
were not effective witnesses for God to the world. Details of how this
strategy worked out can be found in the Old Testament, beginning
about Genesis chapter 10.

The third and final stage of the war began after the first advent and has
continued to the present. God’s strategy during this stage has been to
take people who have accepted Christ as their Lord and Saviour, make
them part of His Kingdom of Grace (Luke 17:21), and use them to
witness to the world. Because of the presence of the Holy Spirit in the
lives of His people, this strategy has proved more effective than those
previously used, though it is certainly not without many problems.
Details of the first few decades of this period can be found in the New
Testament. By about the 4th Century AD Satan had virtually taken over
the nominal Christian church, and God’s true people had become a
minority among those claiming to follow Christ.

A unique feature of the Bible is that it includes two books of prophecy
that predict the course of history through to the setting up of God’s
eternal kingdom when Satan has been finally defeated. The first, the
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book of Daniel, was written in the 6th Century BC, during the second
stage of the conflict, and can be found toward the end of the Old
Testament. The second, the book of Revelation, was written by the
apostle John at the end of the 1st Century AD, near the beginning of
the third stage of the conflict, and is the last book of the New
Testament. These two books provide much of the Biblical foundation
for the parts of The Great Controversy that relate to future events.

This book, based closely on The Great Controversy, picks up the story
of the cosmic conflict soon after the beginning of the final stage
(which could be referred to as the Christian era) and follows it
through to the end of the war when God’s decisive victory puts an end
to the rebellion of Satan forever. In Chapter 29, “The Origin of Evil”,
the book turns back to explain how the war began, before proceeding
to discuss the issues that drive the conflict, leading to the climax at the
second advent and the millennium.

The Great Controversy, by Ellen G White, has made a huge impact on
the thinking of a multitude of readers and is unique, being based not
only on the Bible, but also on a vision the author received on
14 March, 1858.

Because of the significance of the work, I believe there is a real need
for the message of The Great Controversy to be put into a form that
makes it attractive to the average 21st Century reader. The length of
the original book, almost 700 pages, makes it rather daunting for
many people, but it needs to be read to the very end for the full
impact of its message to be delivered.

The 19th Century style of writing may also be difficult for some
modern readers, as in the cultures of the 21st Century ideas are
expressed differently from the way they were expressed over a
hundred years ago. And these differences become more pronounced
when the modern reader is reading English as a second language.
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I believe that The Great Controversy is an inspired book, but
inspiration puts ideas in the mind of the author, not words on the
paper. So despite changing times and writing styles, it is my prayer that
the book you hold in your hands will implant in your mind the same
thoughts as 19th Century readers gained from the original volume.

Having said that, I must make it clear that anyone wishing to quote
Ellen White as an authority for some point being discussed in The
Great Controversy should quote from Ellen White’s own writing in
The Great Controversy itself, not from this book.

I have attempted to offer an attractive and dynamic book which
motivates readers to make a decision to enlist on the side of Christ. This
is the victorious side in this conflict and ensures us a place in the new
Earth where Christ is King, and there is no death or sorrow or pain.

I invite you to read on and to join Christ in this cosmic conflict if you
have not already done so. Then, having read this book, you will be
blessed by reading The Great Controversy itself in which you will also
find references and explanatory notes to support many statements in
the text.

Allen Sonter
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Introduction

Before humans sinned, they were able to talk openly with their
Creator, but when Adam and Eve separated themselves from God by
obeying the serpent, this privilege was taken from them. However, by
the plan of salvation God opened a way to communicate with sinful
humans by His Holy Spirit, who gave messages to His chosen
prophets. As the apostle Peter put it, “holy men of God spoke as they
were moved by the Holy Spirit.” (2 Peter 1:21)

For the first twenty-five hundred years of human history, there was no
written Bible, but those who received messages from the Holy Spirit
passed them on verbally to others, who handed them down from
father to son. Then Moses began writing God’s messages, and for the
next sixteen hundred years others also continued writing, until the
apostle John wrote the last book of the Bible near the end of the first
century AD.

The Bible is called “The Word of God”, but it was written by humans
who were inspired with the thoughts God wanted them to write. He did
not give them the actual words to write but guided the various authors
as they put into their own words the messages He wanted given to the
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people. God communicated to the various authors by dreams and
visions, symbols and pictures, and they wrote what they heard and saw,
so the Bible was all “given by inspiration of God.” (2 Timothy 3:16) In
this way, the words of men became the Word of God.

The Ten Commandments were given differently, as they were written
by God Himself on tablets of stone, so there is no human element in
their original composition. Just as the rest of the Bible represents a
union of the divine and the human, Christ is also the Son of God and
the Son of man, a union of the divine and the human. Therefore we
read, “the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.” ( John 1:14)

The various authors of the Bible emphasise different aspects of truth,
as each writer is impressed by points that reflect his own experience,
but together their writings in the Bible contain everything that is
required for salvation. The Holy Scriptures are to be accepted as the
authoritative, infallible revelation of God’s will. As Paul wrote to
Timothy, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3: 16, 17)

The fact that God has spoken through His word does not render the
work of the Holy Spirit any less necessary. Indeed, the Holy Spirit
inspired the Bible, so He is still needed to help us understand it. John
tells us, “do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they
are of God.” (1 John 4:1) We need to be sure that any spirit claiming to
be from God agrees with the Bible. Much harm has been done to
God’s work by those who claim to be led by the Holy Spirit when their
teachings do not agree with scripture.

Because the role of the Holy Spirit in guiding us into truth is so
important, Satan attempts to have people believe that the Holy Spirit
is speaking through them when they are being led away from truth by
his evil spirits.



INTRODUCTION

xi

In connection with the scenes of the end of the world, the prophet
Joel promised a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit ( Joel 2:28). The
great conflict between God and Satan will increase in intensity as the
end of time approaches. Throughout the history of the Christian
church, God has given His Spirit to His people to strengthen them to
stand against the power of Satan. This was particularly the case when
the gospel was to go to all the world in the days of the apostles, and
it will happen again as the battle increases in intensity at the close of
time. For six thousand years Satan has been attempting to ruin God’s
creation and deceive humanity (Revelation 12:12), and he is
becoming desperate.

The Holy Spirit has given to Ellen White visions of the long-continued
conflict between good and evil. She has written the information
shown her in the book The Great Controversy (on which the book you
hold in your hands is closely based).

Ellen White wrote, “As the Spirit of God has opened to my mind the
great truths of His word, and the scenes of the past and the future, I
have been bidden to make known to others that which has thus been
revealed – to trace the history of the controversy in past ages, and
especially so to present it as to shed light on the fast-approaching
struggle of the future.” Ellen White then goes on to say how she has
drawn on the work of various historians who have written on the
subjects relevant to her presentation. She has often not acknowledged
their work because she has not used them as authorities, but has used
their words because they provide a convenient form of expressing the
information she wishes to convey. She was writing in the 19th Century
when acknowledgement was not understood as it is now: if she were
writing today she would no doubt acknowledge her sources as ethics
and the law require.

Ellen White has written about the history of the Christian church from
the time of Christ to the second coming to show how the war between
God and Satan has been playing out during the past two thousand
years. She says that the purpose of the book is to tell the story of the
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controversy between truth and error, to expose the deceptions of
Satan and tell how these may be successfully resisted, and to present a
satisfactory solution to the great problem of evil. She also aims to shed
light on the origin and final disposition of sin, to make very clear the
justice and goodness of God in all His dealings with His creatures, and
to show the holy and unchanging nature of His law.

It is my prayer that this book based on The Great Controversy will
motivate busy twenty-first century readers to respond to God’s love
and open their hearts to Him, accepting His offer of salvation and
preparing to meet Jesus when He comes in victory to end the
rebellion that has challenged God’s government of the universe.

Allen Sonter
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At the close of Jesus’ ministry He fulfilled prophecy by riding on a
donkey in triumph from Bethany to Jerusalem as huge crowds paid
Him homage. As He reached the brow of the Mount of Olives and took
in the beautiful scene, seeing the temple in all its splendour, He broke
down and wept over the city (Luke 19:41), because by refusing to
accept Him, it was doomed to destruction (v41-44). Jesus saw in
Jerusalem a symbol of the world, hardened in unbelief, and soon to
meet the judgements of God for their rebellion. From the mount Jesus
descended to the city, and entering the temple, found it desecrated by
the priests and rulers who had turned it into a market. Again, as He
had done at the beginning of His ministry, Jesus drove the sellers from
the temple area, quoting the scripture, “My house is a house of prayer,
but you have made it ‘a den of thieves’.” (Luke 19:46)

Two days before the Passover, Jesus took His disciples to the temple,
and they remarked on the beauty of the temple buildings (Mark 13:1).
Jesus prophesied that all those buildings would be destroyed, without
one stone being left on another. The disciples were amazed, and later,
when they were on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Jesus,
saying, “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of
Your coming and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3)

1 THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM
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They thought they were asking just one question, because they could
not imagine that the temple would be destroyed until the end of the
age (the second coming of Jesus). Of course, Jesus knew that the
destruction of the temple and the end of the age were two separate
events, separated by many centuries. He also knew that if the
disciples realised that His second coming was so far into the future,
and that the temple was to be destroyed in just a few decades, they
would have been overwhelmed with sorrow, so He answered in a way
that did not make clear that the two events were separated by a long
period of time. They did not fully understand His answer at the time,
but the meaning of what He said would be revealed to His people by
the Holy Spirit as time passed and they needed to understand what He
had told them. The prophecy that He made had a double meaning.
While it referred to the destruction of Jerusalem, it also pointed
forward to the end of time.

Jesus said, “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation’
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever
reads, let him understand), “then let those who are in Judea flee to the
mountains.” (Matthew 24:15, 16) The parallel passage in Luke 21:20,
21 reads, “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then
you know its desolation is near.” It is therefore clear that the
“ ‘abomination of desolation’ standing in the holy place” means the
Roman armies surrounding Jerusalem. When Christians saw this sign,
they were to flee from the city.

Jesus made a lengthy statement about the signs of His coming, which
will be discussed later, but what He said in the passage just quoted
applied to the destruction of Jerusalem. It is of interest to learn that
no Christians died in the destruction of the city, because they all
followed the instruction given by Jesus.

Jesus, in His lament over Jerusalem as recorded in Matthew 23:37-39,
cried, “See! Your house is left to you desolate; . . .”(v38) The city was
doomed, though its judgement was delayed almost forty years. But the
long-suffering of God only made the Jews more stubborn in their



THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM

17

rebellion. In their persecution of the followers of Christ they rejected
the last offer of mercy. Then God withdrew His protection from them
and allowed Satan and his angels to control them. They had chosen
Satan as their master, and he now took full control. The situation in
Jerusalem was terrible, with cruelty, injustice and murder the order of
the day.

In 66 AD the Romans under Cestius surrounded Jerusalem, and
everything seemed favourable for an immediate attack. But for some
unknown reason, Cestius withdrew his forces and marched towards
the coast. The Jews followed and attacked the Roman army from the
rear. During this short period of time, when both armies were
engaged, and there were no forces in the city to prevent their escape,
the Christians, in accordance with the admonition of Christ, left the
city and fled across the Jordan, to the city of Pella.

Before long, the Roman army returned to Jerusalem under the
command of Titus and put the city under siege. This happened at the
time of the Passover when millions of Jews were inside the city.
Conditions in the city during the siege, which lasted until 70 AD, were
too horrible to describe. Anyone who fell into the hands of the
Romans was crucified, and hundreds of crosses were erected around
the city. Near Calvary, crosses were so numerous that there was hardly
room to move between them.

Jerusalem had been fortified by Herod the Great so it could withstand
almost any attack. Titus believed that it was only by divine intervention
that he was able to break down the defences. When the city fell, Titus
pled with the Jews to come out of the temple so he would not need to
destroy it. But the Jews refused. Titus ordered his men not to burn the
temple, but despite his orders, the building was put to the torch. The
Romans did not leave one stone upon another as they searched for the
gold that had melted during the inferno.

Thus was fulfilled the prophecy of Christ. In the siege of Jerusalem
and the slaughter that followed, more than a million people perished,
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and the survivors were carried away as captives, sold as slaves,
dragged to Rome to grace the conqueror’s triumph, thrown to wild
beasts in the amphitheatres, or scattered as homeless wanderers
throughout Earth.

By their stubborn rebellion against God, the Jews removed themselves
from God’s protection and put themselves under the power of Satan.
Their suffering was not a direct punishment from God, which is what
Satan would have us believe, but rather it was the result of Satan being
given the power to rule them according to his will. The horrible
cruelties carried out during the destruction of Jerusalem are a
demonstration of Satan’s power over those who yield themselves to
his control.

A lesson we can learn from the destruction of Jerusalem is that when
people persistently resist the Spirit of God, He is at last withdrawn
from them, so they have no power to control the evil in their hearts,
and no protection from the enmity of Satan.

Jesus’ prophecy about the destruction of Jerusalem is to have another
fulfilment at the end of time. In the fate of that city we see a picture of
the doom of a world that has rejected God and refused to obey His
law. When God’s restraining Spirit is withdrawn from a world which
refuses to live according to His law, then the world will see, as never
before, the results of Satan’s rule.

But, at that future time, as in the time of Jerusalem’s destruction,
God’s people will be delivered, everyone whose name is written in the
Book of Life. Christ has declared that He will come a second time to
take His people to be with Him ( John 14: 1-3).

“Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all
the tribes of Earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man
coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He
will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will
gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven
to the other.” (Matthew 24:30, 31)
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“And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will
consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the
brightness of His coming.” (2 Thessalonians 2:8) By a life of sin, those
who have not accepted the free gift of salvation in Jesus have become
so affected by evil that Christ’s glory (at His coming) is to them like a
consuming fire.

In Matthew 24 Jesus has given us signs of the nearness of His coming.
In Mark 13 He warns us to keep watch so we know when He is near
(Matthew 24:42; Mark 13:35).

The world in general is no more ready to listen to God’s message of
warning today than were the Jews to take notice of Christ’s warning
concerning Jerusalem. No matter when Christ returns, most people
will be busy with their every-day activities and will not be ready to
meet Him.
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When Jesus told His disciples about the fate of Jerusalem, and the
signs of the second advent, He warned them of the hazards they
would face from worldly rulers throughout the centuries from that
time until the time of His return (Matthew 24:9,21,22). He made it
clear that the followers of Christ would experience the same
humiliation and suffering that He had experienced in His life on Earth.

The history of the early Christian church shows that Christ’s words
were fulfilled exactly as He had predicted. Pagan rulers realised that if
Christianity spread across the world, their heathen temples would be
swept away, so they summoned all their forces to destroy this religion
that threatened them. Fierce persecution erupted, and Christians were
stripped of their possessions and driven from their homes. Noble and
slave, rich and poor, educated and uneducated were all alike killed
without mercy.

This persecution, beginning under the Roman emperor Nero about
the time of Paul’s martyrdom, continued to a greater or less extent for
centuries. Christians were falsely accused of the most dreadful crimes,
and declared to be the cause of calamities such as famines and
pestilences. Nero accused them of burning the city of Rome (which
many believed to be the work of Nero himself ). The punishment of

2 PERSECUTION IN THE FIRST CENTURIES
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Christians was often made the chief entertainment at public events.

Wherever they attempted to hide, they were hunted down like wild
animals. Thousands sheltered in the catacombs, a series of tunnels
extending for miles under the hills outside the city of Rome. In these
underground passages the Christians buried their dead, and here they
found protection when their enemies tried to find them in their
homes.

Under the fiercest persecution these witnesses for Jesus kept their
faith in the true teachings of their Master. They rejoiced that they were
accounted worthy to suffer for the truth, and Satan’s attempt to
destroy the church of Christ by violence proved to be in vain. The
great war in which the disciples of Christ yielded up their lives did not
cease when these faithful ones fell at their post. By defeat they
conquered. The gospel continued to spread, and the number of
Christians increased. As one Christian said to his persecutors, “The
oftener we are mown down by you, the more in number we grow; the
blood of Christians is seed.” (Tertullian, Apology, paragraph 50)

The living example of the Christians and their dying testimony were a
constant witness for the truth; and where least expected, the subjects
of Satan were leaving his service and enlisting in the army of Christ.

Therefore, Satan decided to change his approach. Persecution ceased
and was replaced by offers of temporal prosperity and worldly
honour. People from heathen backgrounds now found that without
fear of persecution they could accept Jesus as the Son of God and
believe in His death and resurrection, even though they had no
conviction of sin and felt no need of repentance or a change of heart.
These nominal Christians proposed that true Christians should make
concessions, that all might unite on the platform of belief in Christ.

Now the church was in fearful danger. Some Christians stood firm,
declaring they could make no compromise. Others were in favour of
modifying some features of their faith so they could unite with those
who had accepted part of Christianity. They urged that this could lead
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to the full conversion of these nominal Christians. By means of these
compromises Satan insinuated himself into the church to corrupt the
faith and turn minds away from truth.

Most Christians eventually consented to lower their standards, and a
union was formed between Christianity and paganism. Idolatry
entered the church. Pagan idols were renamed for Christian “saints”.
However, there were some who were not misled by these delusions.
They still maintained their faithfulness to Bible truth and worshiped
God alone.

There have always been two classes among those who profess to be
followers of Christ. One class studies the Bible and earnestly seeks to
become like Christ, while the other ignores Bible teachings that
expose their errors. Even in the best times the church was not
composed only of those fully committed to Christ. Among the twelve
apostles was a traitor, Judas. The early church in Jerusalem included
the deceivers, Ananias and Sapphira. But the judgement of God on
Ananias and Sapphira was a terror to hypocrites and helped to keep
the church pure. As trials and persecution came upon the church, only
those who were willing to forsake all for the truth’s sake were willing
to become Christians. So, while persecution continued, the church
remained relatively pure. But when persecution ceased, converts were
added who were less sincere, and the way opened for Satan to obtain
a foothold in the church.

But there is no union between Christ and Satan, and there can be no
union between their followers. So, when half-converted pagans
entered the church, they took the church further and further from the
truth, and they succeeded in deceiving a large number of the followers
of Christ. Then Satan led these to begin persecuting those who
refused to compromise.

After a long and severe conflict, the faithful few decided to break all
union with the apostate church. They saw that separation was
absolutely necessary if they were to obey the word of God. If unity
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could be secured only by the compromise of truth and righteousness,
then let there be difference, and even war.

How can the gospel be called a message of peace if it results in war?
Isaiah calls the Messiah the “Prince of Peace,” and the angels sang to
the shepherds of Bethlehem when Christ was born: “Glory to God in
the highest, and on Earth peace, good will toward men.” (Luke 2:14)

The gospel is a message of peace. Christianity is a system which,
received and obeyed, would spread peace, harmony, and happiness
throughout Earth. But the world at large is under the control of Satan,
the bitter enemy of Christ. So Satan’s followers rise up in rebellion
against the gospel. It is Satan, not Christ, who is responsible for war
and strife. It is in this sense that the gospel is called a sword (Matthew
10:34), because it provokes the evil one to fight against it.

Some people wonder why God allows the wicked to persecute the
righteous. They also wonder why God, who is so just and merciful,
and all-powerful, can tolerate such injustice and oppression. God has
given us sufficient evidence of His love, and we are not to doubt His
goodness because we cannot understand how He works. We must
remember that He has to deal with the rebellion of Satan in such a
way that the whole watching universe can see Satan’s system for what
it is. It is the very injustice of Satan that must be exposed to the
universe. Those who are called to endure torture and martyrdom are
following in the steps of God’s dear Son. God does not forget or
neglect His children; but He permits the wicked to reveal their true
character, that none who want to do His will may be deceived.

Paul says in 2 Timothy 3:12, “. . .all who desire to live godly in Christ
Jesus will suffer persecution.” Why then do we find that in many parts
of the world today Christians are not being persecuted? The reason is
simply that in those places the church has become so worldly it
creates no danger to Satan’s program. When Christianity is popular
with the world, it awakens no opposition from Satan. But let there be
a revival of the faith and power of the early church, and the fires of
persecution will be rekindled.
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The Apostle Paul, in his second letter to the Thessalonians, warned
that Christ would not return to Earth until “the man of sin” had come
to power. This “man of lawlessness”(NLT) would claim that he should
be worshipped as God, because he is God (2 Thessalonians 2:3,4).
Paul said that even in his day errors were already creeping into the
church that would lead to the setting up of this “man of
lawlessness”(NLT). He added that God was then restraining the
growth of this power. But as persecution ceased, and Christianity
entered the courts of kings, it lost the simplicity of Christ, which was
replaced by the pomp and pride of priests and rulers, and the
requirements of God gave way to human theories and traditions.

The nominal conversion of Constantine in the early fourth century,
while causing great rejoicing for many, opened the door for the
principles and values of the world to be accepted into the Christian
church. Paganism, which appeared to have lost its power, in reality
took over the church.

It is one of the leading doctrines of the church of Rome that the pope
is the visible head of the universal church of Christ, with supreme
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authority over bishops and priests in all parts of the world. The pope
has been called “Lord God the Pope,” and declared infallible1.

Those who were faithful to God took their stand on scripture, as
Christ did in the wilderness of temptation, when he quoted, “You
shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.”
(Luke 4:8).

Because the Bible is God’s word, and is the source of truth, Satan
would like to keep people in ignorance of it. For hundreds of years
the Roman Church forbade people to read it or have it in their houses,
allowing the pope to become almost universally acknowledged as the
vicegerent of God on Earth, with authority over church and state.

With the detector of error (the Bible) removed, Satan worked freely to
replace truth with error. Daniel predicted that the papacy would
“intend to change times and law”. (Daniel 7:25) The papacy early
introduced the worship of images, changing the law so the second
commandment does not forbid this practice. The church also, using
the process of incremental changes over a long period of time,
changed the Sabbath of the fourth commandment from the seventh
day of the week to the first day, Sunday. As part of this process,
Constantine in the early part of the fourth century, issued a decree
making Sunday a public festival throughout the Roman Empire.

In the 6th Century the papacy had become firmly established. With its
seat of power in the imperial city, the bishop of Rome was declared to
be the head over the entire church. Paganism had given place to the
papacy, and the dragon had given to the beast “his power, his throne,
and great authority.” (Revelation 13:2) Now began the 1260 years of

1 For the title "Lord God the Pope" see a gloss on the Extravagantes of Pope John XXII, title
14, ch. 4, Declaramus. In an Antwerp edition of the Extravagantes, dated 1584, the words
"Dominum Deum nostrum Papam" ("Our Lord God the Pope") occur in column 153. In a
Paris edition, dated 1612, they occur in column 140. In several editions published since 1612
the word "Deum" ("God") has been omitted.
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papal oppression spoken of by Daniel the prophet (Daniel 7:251),
when believers in Bible truth were bitterly persecuted. The rise to
power of the papacy marked the beginning of the Dark Ages in
European history.

Further false teachings were substituted for the truths of the Bible.
People were taught to look, not to Christ, but to the pope and the
priests for forgiveness for sin and eternal salvation. They were taught
to look to their own works to atone for sin. Long pilgrimages, acts of
penance, the worship of relics, the erection of churches and shrines,
and the payment of large sums of money were required to appease the
wrath of God and secure His favour; as if God were like men, to be
angered at trifles or pacified by gifts or acts of penance.

As the darkness deepened, image worship became more general, and
the popes claimed greater powers. In the eleventh century, Pope
Gregory VII proclaimed that the church had never erred, nor would it
ever err, according to the scriptures. He claimed the power to depose
emperors, and used his power to depose the German emperor, Henry
IV. He forced the penitent Henry to perform acts of humiliation before
granting him the right to resume his throne.

Among the serious errors introduced into the church during the
period when Rome was growing in power was the doctrine of man’s
natural immortality and his consciousness in death. A number of false
teachings have arisen from this, such as the invocation of the saints,
the adoration of the virgin Mary, and the doctrine of purgatory and
eternally burning hell. The teaching that people who have died
without being good enough for heaven can spend time burning in
purgatory to atone for their sins has opened a lucrative door for the
church. They teach the payment of money can shorten the time in

1 “A time times and half a time”. A “time” means a year, so this expression means a year, two
years and half a year, or 3½ years. The Jewish year was 360 days, so 3½ years is 1260 days.
In prophecy a day represents a year, so the period referred to in Daniel 7:25 is 1260 years. It
is believed to extend from 538AD to 1798.
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purgatory – and who wouldn’t want to shorten a loved one’s agony in
purgatory by paying money to the priest?

Another fabrication to enable Rome to profit from the fears and vices
of its adherents was the doctrine of indulgences. By the payment of
money, or the performance of certain activities that benefited the
church (such as fighting in the pope’s armies) people could gain
forgiveness for sins or reduced time in purgatory.

A serious error in the teachings of Rome was the sacrifice of the mass,
by which the priest claimed to turn the bread and wine used in the
Lord’s Supper into the actual body and blood of Christ. Christians
were required, on pain of death, to avow their faith in this falsehood.
The idea that Christ is continually sacrificed in the mass goes against
scripture, which teaches that Christ was sacrificed once for sin
(Hebrews 9:26,28). And it is impossible that a human priest could
create the actual body and blood of the Son of God!

In the thirteenth century the Inquisition was established. Evil men,
inspired by demons, inflicted the most horrendous tortures on
innocent victims who refused to accept the false doctrines of the
Roman church. In Revelation 17:5,6, we read of Babylon the Great
being drunk with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. What a fitting
symbol of the persecution during the time of the Inquisition.

But “the noon of the papacy was the midnight of the world.”1 The
Holy Scriptures were almost unknown, not only to the people, but to
the priests. The condition of the world under the power of Rome
presented a fearful fulfillment of the words of the prophet Hosea: “My
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” (Hosea 4:6)

The church of Rome throughout the centuries of its power demonstrates
the result of the Bible being hidden and its teachings kept from the
people. However, things would have been much worst had not the 

1 J.A. Wylie, The History of Protestantism, b. 1, ch. 4.
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restraining influence of the Spirit of God been at work through the
lives of those who remained faithful to God’s truth, even to death.
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Despite the darkness that settled on Earth during the long period
of papal supremacy, there always remained some who held fast their
faith in Christ as the only mediator between God and man. These held
the Bible as the only rule of life, and kept the true seventh-day
Sabbath. Although they were called heretics, they stood firm on the
Word of God.

It is difficult now to learn much about these people, because it was
the policy of Rome to obliterate every trace of dissent from her
teachings and to destroy every record of her cruelty towards the
dissenters. As soon as the papacy came to power, she attempted to
crush all who refused to acknowledge her authority.

In Great Britain the pure form of Christianity had been established
very early, and when the Roman emperors persecuted Christians in
England, many took their faith to Scotland and Ireland, where it was
gladly accepted. The invasion of England by the Saxons pushed the
Christians back, but they continued to practise their faith. Columba
from Ireland established a school on the island of Iona and
missionaries were sent out to other parts of the British Isles and on to
Germany, Switzerland, and even to Italy.

4 THE WALDENSES
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But in the sixth century Rome sent missionaries to convert the
heathen Saxons to her version of Christianity. Many of the Saxons
accepted the Roman Faith, but when they encountered the Celtic
Christians from Scotland and Ireland they noticed a great difference
between their own superstition, pomp, and arrogance and the humble
scripture-based faith of the primitive believers. The papal officials
demanded that the Celtic Christians acknowledge the supremacy of
the pope, but they insisted that the pope was not entitled to
supremacy. The result was that war, intrigue and deception were used
by Rome to destroy the Celtic Christians who refused to submit to the
authority of the pope.

In lands beyond the control of Rome, for many centuries there
remained groups of Christians who remained free from papal
corruption and regarded the Bible as their only rule of faith. These
churches existed in Central Africa and among the Armenians in Asia,
but the most notable of those who resisted the papal power were the
Waldenses, in Piedmont, northern Italy. For centuries they maintained
their independence, but eventually Rome insisted on their submission.
After a period of unsuccessful resistance, most of the leaders of these
churches acknowledged the authority of Rome, but some refused to
yield their independence, and determined to remain true to the Bible
and the commandments of God. Some of these left their alpine homes
and moved to foreign countries, while others retreated to the
secluded valleys and mountain strongholds where they continued to
worship God in accordance with their scriptural faith. These humble
peasants held fast to the faith handed down to them by their
forefathers, and comprised “the church in the wilderness”, which was
the true church of Christ during this dark period. They were especially
hated by Rome because of their faithfulness to the Bible Sabbath, in
opposition to the Sunday worship of the papal church.

The Waldenses were among the first of the European Christians to
have a translation of the Holy Scriptures. Hundreds of years before the
Reformation they possessed the Bible in their own language, and they
declared the Church of Rome to be the apostate Babylon of the book
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of Revelation. They denied the supremacy of Rome, rejected image
worship, and kept the true Sabbath, despite fierce opposition and
persecution from the papacy.

And not only did these Waldenses maintain their own faith, but they
were ardent missionaries to surrounding areas. Parents prepared their
children for a life of hardship and service to God. The Waldensian
pastors were true leaders of the flock, performing all the tasks needed
to maintain the community and the church in a healthy condition.
They were required to gain experience in evangelism before pastoring
churches at home in their mountain valleys.

The Waldenses made it an important part of their work to copy the
scriptures, in whole or in part, so they could carry these scriptures
with them, hidden in their garments, as they travelled from place to
place searching for those who would be willing to listen to their
teachings. They assumed the identity of peddlers selling silks or
jewellery which were prized by most people. They valued education,
and some of the youth went to study at the universities of France and
Italy, but they were very careful not to be deceived by the teaching of
Rome.

As those who carried the scriptures shared them with those they met,
churches sprang up in their path, and the blood of martyrs witnessed
for the truth.

The Church of Rome hated the Waldenses, and determined to blot
them from Earth. The pope called for crusades against them, and
offered pardon for sins, and many other benefits, to those who would
join the armies which were sent to exterminate the heretics.

Notwithstanding the crusades against them, the Waldenses continued
to send out their missionaries to scatter the precious truth. They
were hunted to death, yet their blood watered the seed sown, and
there was a good harvest from their work and sacrifice.
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Thus the Waldenses witnessed for God centuries before the birth of
Luther. Scattered over many lands, they prepared Europe for the
reformation that was begun by Wycliffe, grew stronger in the time of
Luther, and is to be carried forward to the end of time by those who are
willing to be faithful unto death.
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Although at times, before the reformation, there were very few
copies of the scriptures in existence, God never allowed His word to
be totally destroyed. In various European countries there were men
who God inspired to study the scriptures, and they were able to
understand many truths that had been lost when paganism gained
control of the church. Except for the Waldenses, who had their own
translations of the Bible, nobody but highly educated academics could
read the scriptures because they were available only in ancient or
scholarly languages.

However, in the fourteenth century in England, John Wycliffe, known
as “the Morning Star of the Reformation” began to study the
scriptures. He was highly educated and a brilliant scholar, so was able
to exert a strong influence over many people. He did not realize at
first that his work would lead him to oppose Rome, but he fearlessly
accused the priests of hiding the scriptures. He demanded that the
Bible be restored to the people and that its authority be again
acknowledged in the church.

As chaplain for the king, Wycliffe spoke out against the paying of
tribute by the English monarch to the pope, so the king and the
nobles stopped paying the tribute. He also battled against the
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“begging friars” who travelled around the country begging from the
people, while living a monastic life of idleness. These monks and friars
became rich at the expense of the poor people of England. Parents
were reluctant to send their sons to the universities because they
were afraid they would be persuaded to become monks and live
useless lives. This reluctance resulted in a falling off in the numbers of
youth being educated. Wycliffe declared that these monastic orders
should be abolished. The pope had given the monks the power to
hear confessions and grant pardon, but Wycliffe wrote tracts teaching
that the power to pardon or excommunicate belongs to God alone.

Wycliffe was sent as an ambassador for the king to a conference with
the pope’s commissioners in the Netherlands, and here he learned
much about how the papal system worked. He met with churchmen
from France, Italy and Spain, and returned to England declaring that
covetousness, pride, and deception were the gods of Rome.

Soon after his return from the Netherlands, the king appointed
Wycliffe as the rector of Lutterworth, but before long the pope sent
three decrees to England commanding the university, the king, and
the church leaders, to silence the teacher of heresy.1 Although Wycliffe
was protected by powerful princes and many people, it appeared the
bishops would bring him under their control. However, just at that
critical point the pope, Gregory XI, died. His death was followed by
the election of two rival popes, and the resultant fighting between the
two left Wycliffe free to continue his work.

Wycliffe was a professor of Theology at Oxford University, and he
preached tirelessly. He also sent out faithful preachers across the land
to spread the gospel. He planned to translate the Bible into English,
but suddenly he became ill, and it was expected that he would die.
But he lived and devoted himself to the translation of the scriptures.
When completed, his English translation was spread across the
country by Wycliffe’s itinerant preachers.

1 Augustus Neander, General History of the Christian Religion and Church, period 6, sec. 2,
pt. I, par. 8.
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Again the papal leaders attempted to silence Wycliffe, and obtained a
royal decree stating that all who held Wycliffe’s beliefs should be
imprisoned. Wycliffe appealed to parliament, and the decree was
repealed.

Wycliffe was again taken for trial before the highest ecclesiastical
tribunal in the land, but he so ably defended himself that at the end of
his speech, he walked out of the trial venue, and nobody attempted to
prevent him from leaving.

Finally Wycliffe was summoned to stand trial before the papal
tribunal in Rome, but ill-health prevented him from making the
journey. He wrote a respectful letter to the pope, Urban VI, pointing
out that he (the pope) should be a humble servant of Christ and
leave to secular powers the role of governing the nations.

God protected Wycliffe from his enemies and removed him beyond
their reach. In his church in Lutterworth, as he was officiating at the
communion, he suddenly collapsed, and died soon after. He was
about 54 years of age, worn out from his battle against the powers of
darkness.

Wycliffe began his work in the Dark Ages and turned the minds of men
from the pope and the Church of Rome to the word of God. He was
one of the greatest of the Reformers, and his character is a testimony
to the educating, life-changing power of the Holy Scriptures. It was the
Bible that made him what he was.

Wycliffe’s doctrines, carried by his followers, the Lollards, spread for a
time, not only throughout England, but also to many other countries.
However, a storm of pitiless persecution burst upon those who dared
to follow the Bible instead of the papal errors, and many were burnt at
the stake or otherwise tortured and killed. Nevertheless, protest against
the prevailing corruption in the church continued for centuries.

Forty years after his death in 1384, the Council of Constance decreed
that Wycliffe’s bones be exhumed and publicly burned. The ashes
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were to be thrown into a nearby stream. This brook carried his ashes
into the Avon River, which conveyed them into the Severn River, from
whence they were taken to the ocean, figuratively symbolising the
world-wide influence of this great reformer1.

It was through the writings of Wycliffe that John Huss, of Bohemia,
was led to reject the errors of Romanism and begin his work of
reform.

1 T. Fuller, Church History of Britain, b.4, sec. 2, par. 54.
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The gospel had been carried to Bohemia in the ninth century, and
the Bible had been translated and public worship conducted in the
local language. Pope Gregory VII, who claimed authority over kings,
issued a decree forbidding public worship in the Bohemian language.
However, many Waldenses and Albigenses, driven from their homes in
Italy and France, came to Bohemia where for several centuries they
worked secretly to teach their faith.

Before the time of Huss there were men who openly condemned the
corruption in the church, and persecution began against these
disciples of the gospel. Soon it was decreed that any who left the
Roman faith should be burned. One of those being burned
prophesied that a person would arise among the common people who
would prevail against Rome. Luther was still many years in the future,
but there was someone about to come on the scene whose testimony
would stir the nation.

John Huss was born into poverty and was early made an orphan by the
death of his father. His mother, a woman of great faith, determined to
secure a good education for her son. He attended a provincial school,
and then the university of Prague as a charity scholar. He did so well in
his studies that on graduation he entered the priesthood and was soon
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appointed to the king’s court. Within a few years he became the pride
of his country, and his name was known throughout Europe.

Several years after becoming a priest, Huss was appointed preacher of
the chapel of Bethlehem. The founder of this chapel had stipulated
that in the chapel the scriptures must be preached in the local
language, and despite the opposition of Rome to the practice, it had
continued. Huss unsparingly denounced the evils of the church, using
the Bible to show the principles of truth that should be followed.

Jerome, who was later closely associated with Huss, travelled to
England and returned with some of Wycliffe’s writings which Huss
studied. The queen of England, who accepted Wycliffe’s teaching, was
a Bohemian princess, and sent many of his writings back to her
homeland. Huss read these with interest, and, though he did not
realize it at the time, they were to take him far from the teachings of
Rome.

Two strangers from England came to Prague and were silenced after
attempting to preach Wycliffe’s teaching. They then drew two pictures
in an open public square, one showing Christ humbly riding into
Jerusalem on an ass, and the other depicting a papal procession with
the proud pontiff with his triple crown, arrayed in all his splendour,
accompanied by his cardinals in dazzling array. The contrast was so
stark that all who saw it understood the message that the pope was
not acting in humility like the Lord he was supposed to represent. The
pictures made a deep impression on John Huss.

Hundreds of German students studying in Prague were forced to
return home by disturbances at the university, and they carried the
light of the gospel taught to them by Huss, spreading it in their
fatherland.

News of the work in Prague soon reached Rome, and Huss was
summoned to appear before the pope. The king and queen of Bohemia,
with nobles and government officials, believed that to go to Rome would
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mean death for Huss, so they asked for Huss to remain at home and be
represented by a deputy. The pope denied this request and proceeded
to try and condemn Huss, declaring Prague to be under interdict. This
struck fear into the people, as it suspended all religious activity, closing
heaven against all the people of the city. To allow things to settle down,
Huss left Prague and returned to his native village. He did not stop his
work, but preached to eager crowds in surrounding villages, further
spreading the truth.

Huss struggled in his mind to understand what was going on, as he
still believed Rome was the true church, but felt forced to reject
her false teaching. He decided that “God, speaking in the Bible,
and not the church speaking through the priesthood, is the one
infallible guide.1”

After things settled down, Huss returned to his chapel of Bethlehem
where he was joined by Jerome, who had accepted the teachings of
Wycliffe while in England. Jerome was well educated and very popular,
though Huss had the greater strength of character. God led these men,
revealing Bible truth to them to combat the errors of Rome. They were
not given all the truth at once, but it was given to them a little at a
time as the people could understand and accept it.

At this time there were three rival popes, and the fighting among
them resulted in increased crime and disruption throughout
Christendom. Huss preached powerfully against the evils that were
spreading across Europe, and Prague was again placed under
interdict. Again, Huss withdrew to his own village.

To find a solution to the troubles that were affecting Europe, one of the
popes, at the insistence of the emperor, Sigismund, called a general
council at Constance, aimed at healing the schism in the church and
rooting out heresy. The two anti-popes were commanded to appear,
and John Huss, as the main advocate of the new opinions was also

1 Wylie, b.3, ch. 2
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summoned. The two antipopes refused to attend, sending delegates
instead, but Huss, with a safe-conduct from the Emperor, decided to
attend, though aware of the danger of doing so.

On arriving in Constance Huss was at first granted full liberty, but soon
he was arrested by order of the pope and cardinals, and then found
himself a prisoner in a castle across the Rhine. The pope who ordered
Huss’s imprisonment was shortly himself imprisoned for his crimes,
but the council nevertheless proceeded to crush the reformer. The
papal officials urged the emperor to disregard the safe conduct he had
given Huss, and despite his reluctance to do so, the churchmen put
such pressure on him that he capitulated and Huss was kept in prison.
With his health destroyed by many months in a damp dungeon, Huss
was eventually brought before the council. After a long trial he chose a
martyr’s death rather than recant his teachings. He was returned to the
dungeon to await sentencing, and God gave him dreams to sustain his
faith and assure him that truth would ultimately triumph.

When Huss was finally brought back before the council for his final
decision, he reminded the emperor of his broken promise of safety.
Sigismund blushed crimson with embarrassment, but still did not
honour his word. Huss was then sentenced to be burned at the stake,
and a humiliating ritual was performed to consign his soul to the devil.
Huss responded to the disgraceful procedure by reasserting his faith in
his Lord, and as the flames rose around him, began to sing, “Jesus,
Thou Son of David, have mercy on me.” Huss’s ashes were thrown into
the Rhine, and they were, at least figuratively, carried to the ocean and
around the world.

When Jerome learned that Huss had been imprisoned, he hurried to
Constance to attempt his rescue, but on arrival he realised that he could
do nothing to help his friend and had only put himself in great danger.
He was arrested while fleeing back to Bohemia and was dragged back to
Constance. The reaction against the papal authorities for burning Huss
had been so strong in Bohemia that they now tried every inducement
possible to persuade Jerome to compromise his faith. After months in
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prison Jerome was so weakened by illness and discouraged by the death
of Huss that he gave in and agreed to return to the Catholic faith. By this
expedient Jerome tried to quieten his conscience and escape his doom,
but when back in prison, as he thought of the courage of Huss, and of his
own denial of the faith, he determined that he would not deny his Lord
to escape a brief period of suffering.

When Jerome was again brought before the council, he renounced his
former recantation, and asked for an opportunity to make his defence.
At first he was not allowed to address the council, but his request was
finally granted. The Lord stood by him, and he made such an eloquent
defence that his hearers marvelled.

Nevertheless, his powerful enemies, after again failing in attempts to
have him recant, took him and burned him at the stake, as they had
burned Huss, and threw his ashes also into the Rhine.

The execution of Huss and Jerome caused such a storm of indignation
against the emperor and the church that the writings of Huss were
openly circulated, and many were led to accept the reformed
teachings. The pope and the emperor united to crush the reform
movement, and Sigismund hurled his army against Bohemia. But God
raised up a deliverer, Ziska, one of the ablest generals of his age
(despite his becoming blind soon after the war started) who, time and
time again, led his people in defeating all the armies the emperor
could raise. When Ziska died, Procopius took his place, and the pope,
thinking that he could now succeed with Ziska no longer in charge,
declared a crusade, raised a huge force from all over Europe and
marched against Bohemia. With nothing but a river between the two
forces, a sudden mysterious fear fell on the pope’s armies, and they
turned and fled, the Bohemians inflicting heavy casualties on the
retreating crusaders. The Bohemians were greatly enriched by the
resources abandoned by the crusaders as they fled from the battle.

A few years later a new pope called another crusade, only to face a
similar rout of his forces. Again, the Bohemians were enriched from
the encounter.
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Finally the papal leaders, despairing of ever conquering Bohemia by
force, decided to resort to diplomacy. By compromise Satan achieved
what he had not been able to do by force. The Bohemians specified
four terms for peace with Rome: 1) free preaching of the Bible, 2) the
right of the whole church congregation to both the bread and the wine
In the communion, and the use of the mother tongue in divine worship,
3) the exclusion of the clergy from all secular offices and authority, and
4) in cases of crime, the jurisdiction of the civil courts over clergy and
laity alike.

The papal authorities agreed to accept the four articles, but the right of
explaining them should belong to the council. On this basis a treaty
was made. But a large group in Bohemia, seeing that this treaty
betrayed their liberties, refused to accept it. Dissentions arose, leading
to strife and bloodshed among themselves. In this strife Procopius was
killed, and Bohemia lost its liberty.

Sigismund now became the king of Bohemia, and he proceeded to
establish popery. War and strife followed, and after one year he died,
leaving his kingdom on the brink of civil war. Again, foreign armies
invaded Bohemia, and internal dissension continued. Those who
remained faithful to the gospel were persecuted by their former
brethren who made the treaty with Rome. The faithful ones formed
themselves into a church, taking the name of “United Brethren”. Though
forced to meet in secret, they sent messengers across Europe and
learned of other faithful believers in the gospel, such as the Waldenses.

The later years of the fifteenth century saw a slow but steady increase
in the churches of the Brethren. Although still molested, they enjoyed
comparative rest, and in the early years of the 16th Century their
churches numbered around two hundred in Bohemia and nearby
Moravia. A good number of the faithful were able to see the day of
ultimate gospel triumph foretold by Huss.
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Perhaps the most notable individual used by God to lead the church
from the darkness of papal supremacy to the light of Bible truth was
Martin Luther. Luther was the man for his time; through him God was
able to accomplish a great work for the reformation of the church.

Like others in various lands who were called by God to lead out in the
work of reform, Luther grew up in a poor home, his father being a
German miner. In his early school days young Martin was so poor that
at times he had to sing from door to door to get food. However, by
hard work and careful saving his father was able to support him
financially by the time he was ready for higher education. Though
Luther’s father was a deeply spiritual man who often prayed for his
son to be used by God to advance His work, he planned for him to
become a lawyer, but God had other plans for the young Luther.

At the age of eighteen, Martin entered the University of Erfurt, and
with his keen mind and diligent study, he soon distinguished himself
as a top student. One day he discovered a Latin Bible in the university
library and was delighted to realise that such a book existed, as he had
never seen one before. As he studied this book, heavenly angels were 
by his side to give him understanding. A sense of his own sinfulness 
brought conviction to his heart, and he wanted desperately to be free
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from sin. At this point he decided to enter a monastery, and there he
found a Bible chained to a wall. He spent many hours studying it and
his sense of unworthiness increased. His Catholic up-bringing had
taught him that he could be freed from the conviction of sin by
punishing his body by fasting, beating himself, and lying for hours in
penitence on the cold floor. He carried this behaviour to the point
where he began to have fainting spells, which affected him for the rest
of his life. But it was all to no avail, and he was driven almost to despair.
In his hour of need God sent him help in the person of Staupitz, a
friend who opened to him the Gospel from the Bible. He pointed
Luther to the sin-pardoning Saviour, and after a struggle with his old
errors, Luther came to realise the truth of the Saviour’s love and found
peace at last.

Luther was now ordained a priest and was called from the monastery to
become a professor at the University of Wittenberg, where he began to
lecture on the Bible. Staupitz urged him to preach the word of God,
and though he hesitated, feeling unworthy, he eventually yielded to the
urging of his friends, and his eloquent and fervent preaching touched
the hearts of his hearers.

About this time Luther made a visit to Rome that changed his life. On
his journey he stayed at monasteries and was astonished at the
affluence of the monks. In the city of Rome, he was shocked at the
dissipation and debauchery he witnessed. One day he ascended

“Pilate’s Staircase” (said to have been descended by Jesus after his trial
by Pilate and afterwards miraculously conveyed from Jerusalem to
Rome) on his knees to earn an indulgence (pardon for sin) promised
by the pope. While doing so, Luther suddenly heard a voice like
thunder saying, “The just shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:17) Luther leapt
to his feet and hurried away. When he left Rome to return to Germany,
he had also turned away from Rome in his heart, and the separation
grew wider until he broke all connection with the papal church.

On his return from Rome, the University of Wittenberg conferred on
Luther the Doctor of Divinity degree. He was now free to devote
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himself to the scriptures as never before, and he was an authorised
preacher of the Bible. He began to preach that the Bible was the only
authority for doctrine. This teaching struck at the very heart of the
papal system.

About this time the pope was raising funds for the building of St
Peter’s Basilica in Rome and made the sale of indulgences a major
source of income (Indulgences are promises of pardon for sin, often
given in exchange for the payment of money). The person put in
charge of these sales in Germany was Tetzel, a disgraceful character
with a long criminal record. When he came to Wittenberg and sold
indulgences to Luther’s parishioners, they came to Luther expecting
to be pardoned for their sins. Luther refused to give them pardon
unless they were truly repentant. This caused quite a furore. Many
honest people, both secular and clerical, were concerned about the
indulgences, but did not know what to do about them. Luther decided
to open the subject for discussion, and on the day before the Festival
of All Saints, when thousands of people flocked to Wittenberg, Luther
nailed a paper to the church door (the equivalent to posting it on a
public noticeboard) listing ninety-five propositions about indulgences
which he offered for discussion.

These ninety-five theses, as they were called, were quickly copied by
visitors to the church, and they immediately went viral, as we would
say today. Princes and magistrates were secretly delighted that a check
was to be put on the arrogance of the church. But some of the
common people were terrified that their superstitions were being
taken away. Though Luther had been compelled by the Spirit of God
to make this move, he was to face massive opposition as the church
reacted to his challenge. He trembled when he considered the
situation, but realised that he would have to depend on God alone to
see him through.

While many thoughtful people desired a religious awakening, the
papal authorities were stung into action.
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Luther received a summons to appear in Rome to answer to the
charge of heresy. His friends clearly understood the danger of
acceding to this demand and asked that the examination be
undertaken in Germany. An arrangement was worked out for a papal
legate to hear the case. This legate was empowered to condemn
Luther and excommunicate anyone connected with him.

About this time God sent a helper to strengthen Luther in the person
of Melanchthon, who arrived in Wittenberg just when Luther needed
him most. He was a very capable young man of sound judgement, and
soon became Luther’s most trusted and valued supporter.

It was decided that the trial of Luther would be conducted at
Augsburg, and despite the fears of his friends, Luther travelled to this
city. He did not have a safe-conduct document, but his friends took it
upon themselves to secure one from the emperor before Luther was
to appear before the legate. The legate was determined to force Luther
to retract his teachings and did not give him opportunity to present
his case uninterrupted. Then, Luther asked to be able to present his
case in writing, and the legate reluctantly agreed. When Luther read
his presentation, the legate could not answer his arguments, but
angrily shouted that he must retract or be taken to Rome, and that his
supporters would be excommunicated.

Luther promptly withdrew from the assembly, making it clear that he
would not retract.

Even though Luther had a safe-conduct document from the emperor,
the papal officials were plotting to seize and imprison him, so his
friends urged him to depart from Augsburg secretly during the night.
By morning he was safely away, and the legate was overwhelmed with
surprise and anger. He wrote to the Elector of Saxony, Luther’s prince,
demanding that he send Luther to Rome or banish him from Saxony.
The Elector refused to take any action against Luther. Indeed, he saw
that Saxony was receiving a number of benefits from Luther’s work
and resolved to protect him.
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Luther’s writings were being circulated in many countries in Europe,
and Luther also read some of Huss’s writings, commenting that he and
others had been Hussites without realising it. Luther warned the
people of Germany against sending their youth to any university
where the word of God was not given a prominent place. Many people
accepted this warning, and thousands of people joined the reformer.

Luther’s enemies were enraged and urged the pope to take action
against him. Accordingly, the pope condemned his doctrines, and
declared that if the reformer and his adherents did not recant within
sixty days they were all to be excommunicated. This caused a great
crisis for the reformation. For centuries Rome’s threat of
excommunication had struck terror even to powerful monarchs.

When the pope’s bull (official letter) reached Luther, he expressed
contempt for it, and in the presence of a group of students, doctors
and citizens, he publicly burned it. When his enemies taunted him
with the fact that he was only one person standing against the whole
church, he reminded them that in scripture there were many accounts
of individuals standing against numerous enemies: Moses against
Pharaoh, Elijah against Ahab, Isaiah alone in Jerusalem, and Ezekiel in
Babylon. Luther declared that his enemies should fear precisely
because he was alone, because the word of God was with him and not
with them!

The pope now carried out his threat, and excommunicated Luther.
He sent another bull declaring Luther’s final separation from the
Roman Church, and including in the condemnation all who should
receive his doctrines.

Those who present truth today can expect no better treatment than
those who taught truth in Luther’s day. The war between truth and
error, between Christ and Satan, is to increase in intensity to the close
of this world’s history.
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A new emperor, Charles V, took the throne of the Holy Roman
Empire in 1519. The emperor was the de-facto king of the German
states, and the German princes (electors) were influential in
determining who became the emperor. Among the first to
congratulate Charles on his rise to power were the Roman church
leaders, who pressed for him to act against the Reformation. On the
other hand, the elector of Saxony, to whom Charles was largely
indebted for his crown, urged him to take no step against Luther until
he had been given a fair hearing.

To provide a means for Charles to meet and counsel with the princes
of Germany, an assembly of dignitaries of church and state was called
to meet at Worms. It seemed that the most important subject on
everyone’s mind was that of the Saxon Reformer. Charles had asked
the elector to bring Luther with him, promising him protection and a
free discussion of the questions in dispute.

The papal legate, Aleander, was alarmed and angry that Luther had
been invited to attend, as he realised that Luther’s appearance would
be disastrous for the church. The pope had already condemned Luther,
and to now give him a public hearing would set the emperor above the
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pope. The efforts of Aleander led the emperor to tell the elector that
unless Luther retracted his teachings, he should not attend the
gathering. The papal bull against Luther had just been published, and
Aleander tried his best to persuade the emperor to carry out the pope’s
orders. But to do this, the emperor needed the agreement of the
princes. Aleander was given an opportunity to present his case to the
assembly, and he waxed eloquent in his attempt to have a decision
made against Luther, condemning him to death.

Without Luther being present to defend himself, Aleander appeared to
have won his case. But then, God influenced Duke George of Saxony,
no friend of Luther’s, to stand up and outline the many abuses the
church was inflicting on Germany. A committee was appointed to look
into the papal oppressions being suffered by the German people. The
council now demanded that Luther be brought to the assembly, and a
herald was sent to Wittenberg to bring him. He was issued with a safe
conduct document from the emperor, ensuring his safety on the
journey and at the Diet (council).

Luther’s journey to Worms was attended by crowds of people wishing
to see this man who was willing to stand against the pope, and on his
arrival at Worms he was greeted by a larger crowd than had met the
emperor on his arrival. The papists urged Charles to have Luther
imprisoned, but he refused to break his promise to protect Luther. It
seemed that everyone in the city wanted to see Luther, and he had
little time to rest.

The next morning Luther was taken before the Diet. His appearance
was itself a victory over the papacy, as the pope had put him under an
interdict, cutting him off from society, but here he was, standing
before this tribunal, which by this very act, set itself above the pope.
Luther was made to stand in front of the emperor’s throne, and next
to him was placed a collection of his writings. He was asked to
acknowledge whether they were his writings, and whether he would
retract the opinions expressed in them.
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He acknowledged them as his work, but asked for time to reflect on
whether he should retract the opinions expressed. He was given until
the next day to give his final answer.

Luther showed wisdom in asking for time to reflect, as it showed that
he was not acting without due thought, and he would have time to
pray for God’s guidance in his answer. He felt very deeply his
dependence on God’s help and prayed earnestly for wisdom to
answer his accusers.

The next day Luther was again taken before the Diet, and when asked
to give his response, he pointed out that his writings were not all of
the same character. Some were devotional works which even his
enemies believed to be profitable, so to retract these would condemn
truths on which all parties agreed. A second class of writings exposed
the corruptions and abuses of the papacy. To revoke these would
strengthen the tyranny of Rome. In a third class of his books he had
attacked individuals who had defended existing evils. Concerning
these he freely admitted that he had at times used more extreme
language than he should have. But though in these he was not
without fault, he could not revoke them, as that would embolden the
enemies of truth.

Luther then challenged the emperor and his princes to prove from the
scriptures that his writings were in error. If they could show him his
errors, he would retract them and throw his books into the fire.

Luther had spoken in German up to this point, but now he was
requested to repeat his whole presentation in Latin, which he did. This
helped many to more clearly understand the significance of his message.

Those who refused to accept Luther’s message were enraged, and the
spokesman for the Diet demanded that Luther give a clear and precise
answer. Would he, or would he not, retract?

Luther replied with the famous words, “Unless . . .I am convinced by
the testimony of scripture, or by the clearest reasoning, unless I am
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persuaded by means of the passages I have quoted, and unless they
thus render my conscience bound by the word of God, I cannot and I
will not retract, for it is unsafe for a Christian to speak against his
conscience. Here I stand, I can do no other; may God help me. Amen.”

At first the whole assembly were speechless with amazement, but
many German princes looked with pride and joy on this
representative of their nation. Luther was commanded to withdraw
from the Diet while they consulted on their next course of action.
They decided to give him a last chance to retract, but he refused to
change his mind. Several of the princes openly agreed with Luther,
and the elector Fredrick, seeing Luther’s courage and firmness,
determined to strongly defend him.

The legate, Aleander. was very worried and did everything he could to
persuade the emperor not to support Luther. He and his colleagues
demanded that the emperor break his promise to protect Luther, but
this Charles refused to do. However, he did command Luther to
return home to Wittenberg, making it clear that he would then take
steps to put an end to the Reformation.

Had the reformer yielded a single point, Satan would have gained the
victory. But the influence of this one man, who dared to think and act
for himself in religious matters, was to affect the church and the world
to the end of time.

On Luther’s return journey from Worms he was received
enthusiastically by huge crowds in the towns through which he
passed. Both civil and religious leaders honoured this man who had
been excommunicated by the pope and denounced by the emperor.

Luther had no sooner left Worms when the emperor issued an edict
against him. As soon as his safe conduct expired, he was to be seized
wherever he was, his followers were to be imprisoned and their
property confiscated. The elector of Saxony and the princes most
friendly to Luther had left Worms soon after Luther’s departure, so the
edict against Luther was ratified by the council.
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It appeared that the Reformation was about to be crushed, but God
had provided a way of escape for his faithful witness. The elector
Fredrick of Saxony saw clearly that nothing short of Luther’s death
would satisfy Rome, and God gave him a plan to save the reformer.
On his homeward journey, Luther was seized, separated from his
travelling companions, and whisked away into the forest to the castle
of Wartburg, an isolated mountain fortress. The operation was
undertaken with so much mystery that for some time not even
Fredrick himself knew where Luther had been taken.

In the quietness of his hidden retreat Luther was able to have his
spiritual batteries recharged. He had time for study of the Bible, and
he continued to write encouraging messages to his followers. These
messages were secretly taken and distributed. It became clear that
Luther was still able to write, but his enemies had no idea where he
was. God knew that his servant was in danger of being affected by
human adulation, so to keep him humbly dependent on his Heavenly
Father, he was allowed to remain in obscurity for almost a year. Also,
with Luther out of the picture, his followers learned to rely more fully
on God.
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Just as Jesus chose unpretentious fishermen as His agents for
spreading the gospel around the world, because they were humble
and teachable, so in the Great Reformation, God chose unassuming
men to reform the corrupt medieval church, so the glory would not
be given to men, but to God who used them.

A few weeks after Luther was born in a humble home in Saxony, Ulrich
Zwingli was born in a herdsman’s cottage among the Swiss Alps. His
mind was impressed by the grandeur of the mountains around him,
and by the greatness, majesty and power of God. Zwingli’s
grandmother taught him Bible stories she had managed to find among
the legends of the church, and she introduced him to Bible characters,
including Jesus who was born in Bethlehem and died on Calvary.

While still quite young, Zwingli was sent from his native valley to gain
an education, and with his brilliant mind it soon became evident that
he would need to look for the best school available. At the age of
thirteen he was therefore sent to Bern, where the best school in
Switzerland was to be found. Here his achievements were noticed by
the Dominican and Franciscan friars, who competed in trying to lure
this bright young man into their monasteries. Fortunately, Zwingli’s
father heard of the danger of his son being enticed into a monastery,

9 THE SWISS REFORMER



THE SWISS REFORMER

58

where he would have lived the idle and worthless life of a monk, and
called the youth to return home immediately. Zwingli obeyed his
father, but could not long be kept at home, so after a time he moved
to Basel to continue his studies. It was here that Zwingli first heard the
gospel of God’s free grace from Wittembach, a teacher of ancient
languages who had discovered the Bible in Greek and Hebrew.

Zwingli was soon called to begin his work as a priest in an Alpine
parish not far from his home valley. He devoted his whole soul to the
search for divine truth, and the more he studied, the more he saw the
contrast between the scriptures and the heresies of Rome. Zwingli did
not learn his doctrines from Luther, but searched out truth himself
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, who taught the same truths to
both Luther and Zwingli.

In 1516 Zwingli was invited to become a preacher in the convent at
Einsiedeln. In Einsiedeln was an image to the virgin Mary that was
credited with working miracles, and many people came from all over
Switzerland, and from France and Germany for the annual
consecration of this shrine. Zwingli preached loudly against these
pilgrimages and this image-worship, declaring that God wants a
change of heart. Many of the pilgrims were unhappy when told that
their pilgrimages were in vain, and could not understand that
pardon was freely offered through Christ. But others gladly accepted
redemption through Christ, and carried the truth to their homes in
every part of the country. The authorities knew what Zwingli was
doing but hoped to win him to their side by offering inducements.
After three years at Einsiedeln he was offered the position of
preacher at the Zurich cathedral. Although the officials who called
him to Zurich made it clear that they did not want Zwingli to preach
his doctrines of salvation, but simply to carry out administrative
duties, he insisted that he would preach on the life of Christ,
drawing from scripture.

Although some of the officials were not happy with Zwingli’s
preaching, people flocked in great numbers to hear him preach the
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gospel, and with deep interest they listened to his words. However,
after a time opposition arose and the monks tried to hinder his work.

About this time a friend of Luther’s in Basel sent a man named Lucien
to Zurich with some of Luther’s writings, and these helped advance
the work of reform.

But, when God is working to lead people out of darkness, Satan
becomes more active in trying to bind them in his deceptions. As
happened in Germany, so now also in Switzerland the pope sent his
agent to sell indulgences for the building of St Peters cathedral. The
agent chosen for the task in Switzerland was an Italian Franciscan
monk, Samson. Zwingli was still at Einsiedeln when Samson arrived in
a neighbouring town, and Zwingli so successfully opposed him that he
left the district. At Zurich Zwingli preached strongly against the
pardon-sellers, and when Samson approached the city he was met by a
messenger from the council indicating that he was not welcome and
should go elsewhere. He managed to get into the city by deception,
but sold no pardons, leaving Switzerland soon after.

In 1519 the plague known as the Great Death swept over Switzerland,
and as people were brought face to face with death, they were led to
feel how worthless were the pardons they had purchased. They were
made to realize how much they needed to trust their lives to Christ
who died for them. Zwingli in Zurich was struck down by the plague,
and it was thought that he would die. But his life was spared, and as
he preached with renewed enthusiasm, the cathedral was filled to
overflowing by the crowds who came to hear the gospel.

Step by step the Reformation advanced in Zurich, and its enemies were
aroused to active opposition. In the Swiss cantons under papal control
a few disciples of the gospel were burnt at the stake, and the papal
authorities determined that the teacher of heresy must be silenced.
Accordingly, the bishop of Constance sent three deputies to Zurich
demanding that the council take action against Zwingli; but the
council refused to act and supported the reformer.
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As the Reformation took hold in Zurich, the city experienced the good
effects of people living lives of obedience to God. Nevertheless, the
opposition clamoured against the reform, but having seen how
ineffective persecution had been in suppressing the Reformation in
Germany, the papal leaders in Switzerland decided on a different
approach. They would hold a debate with Zwingli, arranging matters
so that they would claim victory, and once they had the reformer in
their power, they would see to it that he did not escape. The debate
was held in Baden, and only papal secretaries were allowed to make
notes. The council of Zurich refused to allow Zwingli to attend, as
they suspected treachery. The reformer was represented by
Occolampadius and Haller, while the famous Dr Eck and a host of
doctors and prelates represented Rome. A university student attended
the debate and secretly made notes which were delivered, together
with letters from Occolampadius, to Zwingli in Zurich by two other
students. Zwingli returned advice to his representatives. The students
posed as chicken-sellers to escape detection as they passed through
the gates of Basel.

Observers of the debates were disgusted by the arrogance of Dr Eck
and impressed by the humility of the reformers. After eighteen days of
debate, the papists claimed victory, and most of those who attended
sided with Rome. The authorities declared that the reformers were cut
off from the church. However, the contest increased the strength of
the Protestant movement, and before long both the important cities of
Bern and Basel declared themselves on the side of the Reformation.
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Luther’s mysterious disappearance created alarm throughout
Germany. Many believed he had been murdered, and the wildest
rumours spread across the land. Even those who had not openly
supported the reformer were infuriated and many were ready to
avenge his death. Feelings against the papal leaders ran high, and
though they hated Luther and had wanted to destroy him, they now
feared for their own safety as people blamed them for his
disappearance. The emperor’s edict commanded less attention than
the fate of Luther.

When word began to filter through that Luther was safe, though a
prisoner, enthusiasm in his favour grew stronger, and many threw
their support behind the reformer. The Reformation gained strength,
and in the absence of Luther, supporters generally felt a greater sense
of responsibility to take a share in the lead.

But Satan was not idle. He now attempted what he always tries to do –
to introduce a counterfeit reform in place of the true. He induced
some men to imagine they had received special messages from
heaven, and were called to carry forward the Reformation which, they
said, Luther had only just begun. They rejected Luther’s principle that
the scriptures were the only rule of faith, and were controlled by their
own feelings and impressions created by the enemy.

10 PROGRESS OF REFORM IN GERMANY
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The leaders in this fanatical movement went to Wittenberg and tried to
persuade Melanchthon and his colleagues that they were apostles and
prophets whom God had sent to teach the people. The reform leaders
were perplexed, but before long it became apparent from the fruit of
the fanatics’ work that it was not the Spirit of God who was leading
them. They cast aside the scriptures and people began to act without
restraint, students dropping out of school and generally creating
confusion. The papal leaders took heart, blaming Luther’s teaching for
this new turn of events.

When Luther, at Wartburg castle, heard of the fanaticism growing at
Wittenberg, he immediately recognised it for what it was and took the
situation to God in prayer. He determined to return to Wittenberg and
face the fanatics. He began his work with caution and humility, and
when news spread that Luther was back, people flocked to hear him.
He told his hearers that they should speak and write the truth, but not
employ violence to bring about change. He declared that it was God
who would make the changes needed. For a week Luther upheld Bible
truth, and the power of the fanatics was broken.

Luther did not wish to meet with the fanatics, but they insisted on an
interview, which he eventually granted, and so clearly exposed their
errors that they immediately left Wittenberg. Thomas Münzer, the
most active of the fanatics, was a man of considerable ability, but he
had never learned that a reformer must begin by reforming himself.
He wanted to be in control of everything, unwilling to take second
place, even to Luther.

Münzer continued his revolutionary teachings, and his influence led
people to break away from all control, and war and bloodshed
followed. The papists blamed the trouble on Luther, even though he
had been doing his best to preach against the fanatics. Münzer and his
party claimed to have been treated unjustly, and Satan induced people
to look upon them as martyrs. Of course, Satan always tries to make
truth look like error, and error appear to be truth.
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Luther suffered the hatred of both the papal princes and the people
who had been misled by the fanatics, nevertheless, while opposing the
corruption of Rome, he fearlessly stood firm as a rock against the
fanaticism which tried to take over the Reformation.

Luther saw that each of the various forces of error is in its own way
setting aside the Holy Scriptures. Rationalism makes an idol of reason;
Romanism allows extravagance and corruption under the guise of the
pope’s supposed apostolic authority; the fanatics under Münzer in
reality gained their inspiration from their own feelings and
imaginations. True Christianity alone is built upon the one true
foundation, the word of God in the Holy Scriptures.

On his return from Wartburg castle Luther completed the translation
of the New Testament into German, giving the people the gospel in
their own language. This translation was gladly received by those who
loved the truth, but was scornfully rejected by those who followed
human traditions. Rome did all in its power to prevent the circulation
of the scriptures in the language of the people, but all over the land
people read Luther’s writings and the scriptures. In time it appeared
that the common people were better acquainted with the scriptures
than were the priests and academics.

As the Roman clergy saw their congregations dwindling, they
enlisted the aid of the civil magistrates in their attempts to reclaim
their members. But people were tired of listening to superstitions
and traditions.

Where persecution arose, the teachers of truth fled to other places and
continued their work. In vain both church and civil authorities
attempted to crush the heresy. They resorted to imprisonment,
torture, fire and sword, but persecution only led to the truth
spreading further. Furthermore, the fanaticism that Satan tried to unite
with the truth only made clearer the contrast between the work of
Satan and the work of God.
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One of the most important statements made in support of the
Reformation was the protest made by the Christian German princes at
the Diet of Spires in 1529. This protest gave the name Protestant to
the reformed church, and the courage and faith of those Godly men
gained liberty and freedom of thought and conscience for people of
future ages.

The future looked grim for the Reformation following the Edict of
Worms, 1521, which declared Luther to be an outlaw, and prohibited
the teaching of his beliefs and doctrines. Nevertheless, a degree of
religious toleration had prevailed in the empire, with God’s power
holding the forces of evil in check, in spite of Charles V’s
determination to crush the Reformation. Time and again, when Charles
was about to strike the supporters of reform, God had caused events
to intervene to prevent him acting. Once it was the Turks attacking in
the east, again it was a threat from the King of France, and even from
the pope himself, that caused the blow to be turned aside. And all the
while the Reformation had been left to strengthen and extend.

The Diet of Spires in 1526 had given each state religious liberty
pending the meeting of a general council. But as soon as the dangers
resulting in this concession had passed, Charles called a second Diet
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at Spires in 1529 to crush heresy. It was the emperor’s hope that the
princes could be peaceably persuaded to side against the Reformation,
but if that could not be achieved, he was prepared to use force.

The papal supporters were delighted and appeared in large numbers
at Spires. Charles raised the indignation of the evangelical princes by
arbitrarily announcing that the concessions of the previous Diet
must be annulled, as they had given rise to disorder. Luther was not
permitted to attend, but he was represented by his colleagues and
by the princes supporting his cause. Fredrick of Saxony had died,
but his place was taken by his brother John, who strongly supported
the reformer.

The priests demanded that all states submit to Rome, but the
reformers claimed the liberty granted by the previous Diet. A
compromise was proposed by which the Edict of Worms should be
enforced in the states where the Reformation had not been
established. Where its enforcement might cause revolt, at least no new
reforms were permitted, no controversial points were to be argued,
the mass should not be opposed, and no Catholic could convert to
Lutheranism. This compromise was passed by the Diet, to the great
satisfaction of the Catholic party.

If this compromise were to be enforced, the Lutheran princes and their
subjects who had accepted the reforms prior to this compromise were
allowed the free exercise of their religion. They could easily have
reasoned that to accept the compromise would give them personally
what they wanted and would avoid prolonged conflict. Had they
reasoned this way, the Reformation would have made its last convert
and it would have been doomed.

But these princes saw the larger issues. They looked at the principle
underlying the compromise. The freedom allowed them was given as a
concession by Rome, not as the inalienable right of every human being
to freedom of worship. They also considered their responsibility for
the hundreds and thousands who, under this arrangement, would be
forced to give up their lives for their faith in lands controlled by Rome.
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The evangelical princes determined to reject the decree. They declared
that in matters of conscience the majority has no power. They held
that the protection of liberty of conscience is the duty of the state, and
that is the limit of the state’s authority in matters of religion.

The representatives of the free cities were summoned before the Diet
and required to declare whether they would accede to the
compromise proposition. They asked for more time to decide, but this
was denied. When forced to decide, almost half of them sided with the
reformers, even though they knew the consequences would be severe.

King Ferdinand, the emperor’s representative at the Diet, pled with
the princes to accept the decree, but they refused, while at the same
time professing their allegiance to the emperor in civil matters.

Finally the king announced to the Christian princes that the edict was
to be drawn up as an imperial decree, and their only option was to
comply. Despite their request for him to allow them further
discussion, the king left the meeting, saying that the princes must
simply submit to the decree.

Since the king had refused to take notice of their conscientious
convictions, the princes decided to take no notice of his absence
from the Diet, and they drew up a solemn declaration which they
presented to the Diet in his absence. In it they expressed the primacy
of the word of God and resolved to maintain the preaching of Old
and New Testaments. They rejected the restriction of their liberty of
conscience, while assuring the emperor of their loyalty to him in
carrying out their just and legitimate civil duty. They expressed their
hope that he would treat them in the manner expected of a Christian
prince who loved God.

The members of the Diet were amazed and alarmed by the
fearlessness of the princes. The principles expressed in the protest
constitute the very essence of Protestantism, and oppose two abuses
that cause trouble in matters of faith: the intrusion of the civil
magistrate and the authority of the church. To counter these abuses,
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Protestantism sets the power of conscience above the magistrate, and
the authority of the word of God over the visible church, and says
with the apostles, “We must obey God rather than men.”(Acts 5:29)
The Protest of Spires was a powerful witness against religious
intolerance, and an assertion of the right of all to worship God
according to their own conscience. The same adherence to the word
of God shown by the princes during this crisis of the Reformation is
the only hope for reform in the world today.

The evangelical princes had been denied a hearing by King
Ferdinand at Spires, but the following year, in 1530, Charles V called
a Diet at Augsburg, announcing that he would himself preside over
the proceedings. He summoned the Protestant leaders to appear
before him.

The reformed princes asked Luther, Melanchthon and their colleagues
to write a concise statement of their views in a systematic form that
could be presented before the Diet. When this confession of their faith
was completed, the authors signed it, and the princes also signed to
show that they were as committed to its principles as were the
theologians. When the Diet was in session, the emperor on his throne,
surrounded by the electors and princes, listened as the Protestant
reformers read this confession of their faith. This was a great day for
the Reformation, when the emperor and his great men listened to the
truth of God spoken by princes of the realm. Some of the princes of
Germany were won to the reformed faith by this presentation, and the
emperor himself declared that the Protestant articles were but the
truth. The Confession was translated into many languages and
circulated throughout Europe. It has been accepted by millions in
succeeding generations as the expression of their faith.

Luther firmly maintained the principle that there should be no resort
to secular power in support of the Reformation. He emphasised the
supreme importance of prayer as the source of power for the
furthering of the reform movement. From the secret place of prayer
came the power that shook the world in the Great Reformation.
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During the struggle at Augsburg, Luther, who was forbidden to
attend, spent at least three hours every day in prayer for the success
of the undertaking.

And God did listen to the cries of His people. He gave ministers and
princes the courage to maintain the truth against the evil powers
arrayed against it. The Protestant reformers had built on Christ, and
Satan could not prevail against them.
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The Protest of Spires and the Confession of Augsburg which marked
the triumph of the Reformation in Germany, were followed by years of
conflict. Weakened by divisions among its supporters, and attacked by
powerful enemies, it appeared that Protestantism would be totally
destroyed. Thousands paid with their lives in the struggle for freedom
of worship, and some of the noblest of the reformed princes fell into
the hands of the emperor. But just when it appeared that he would
prevail, the tide turned and Charles was forced to grant toleration to
the doctrines he had spent his life trying to destroy. He had staked
everything on crushing out the heresy, but now he saw his armies
wasted, his treasuries drained, and his kingdoms threatening to revolt.
He had been fighting against God, but to no avail. Prematurely aged
and worn out by the long struggle, he abdicated the throne and
entered a monastery.

In Switzerland, as in Germany, the Reformation faced hard times.
While many cantons accepted the reformed faith, others did not, and
persecution gave way to civil war. Zwingli was among those who fell
in the battle of Cappel, and Rome appeared about to recover all that
had been lost. But God did not forsake His people, and better days
were to come.

12 THE FRENCH REFORMATION
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In France, before the appearance of Luther in Germany, Lefevre, a
Catholic professor at the University of Paris, was researching the lives
of the saints and thought the Bible may help him in his task. To his
surprise, he found the truth of the gospel which he began to teach. As
early as 1512 he expressed the truth of justification by faith, but he
also understood the duty of man to obey the word of God.

One of Lefevre’s students was William Farel, who, before either of
them understood the truth of salvation by faith, used to accompany
Lefevre as he went about adoring the saints in the churches of Paris.
But these activities did not do anything to banish his conviction that
he was a sinner. Farel joyfully accepted the truth of free salvation from
Lefevre, and went out to declare the truth in public. The bishop of
Meaux accepted the truth, and joined Lefevre and Farel in spreading
the gospel. Others took up the work of sharing the truth, and people
from all classes of society, including even the sister of the king, Francis
I, accepted the reform faith. The king himself, for a time, appeared to
look with favour on the reform movement. But alas, Satan was active,
and stirred the enemies of the truth into action.

Lefevre undertook the translation of the New Testament into French,
and his translation was published at Meaux at the same time as
Luther’s German New Testament was issued at Wittenberg. The bishop
worked hard circulating the scriptures in his parishes, and soon the
peasants of Meaux had copies of the Holy Scriptures. The influence of
the Bible was seen in the improvement in the lives of those who
studied it.

The reform teaching coming from Meaux enraged the papal hierarchy.
For a time their rage was held in check by the king, but eventually they
prevailed and the stake was set up. The bishop of Meaux recanted in
the face of death at the stake, but many of his flock remained true to
their faith, and paid with their lives.

But it was not only the humble people who dared to witness for
Christ. One of the nobles who bravely witnessed for the truth was
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Louis de Berquin. He was an avowed papist, but was providentially led
to the Bible, where he found not the doctrines of Rome, but those of
Luther. After that, he devoted himself entirely to spreading the gospel.
He was a favourite at the king’s court, and though the papists
imprisoned him three times, each time the king set him free. Many
thought that he would become the leader of the French reform
movement, and if the king had consistently supported him he may
well have done so.

Berquin’s most bitter enemies were the theologians of the University
of Paris. Berquin publicly showed their teachings to be against the
Bible and asked the king to be the judge in the controversy. The king
told the Romanists to defend their teachings from the Bible, but of
course they could not.

Just at this time, an image of the Virgin Mary on a street corner in Paris 
was mutilated, This caused widespread excitement in the city, and the
papists pointed to this sacrilege as the result of Berquin’s teachings.
They imprisoned Berquin, and the king left Paris. The reformer was
tried by the churchmen and condemned to die. They carried out the
sentence on the same day to prevent the king from interposing to save
him. Berquin was strangled and his body burnt. To avoid the
persecution at Meaux, Lefevre went to Germany, and Farel returned to
his native town in eastern France. Thus the truth was spread further
afield by the persecution, reaching to remote parts of France.

But God was still preparing workers to extend His true church. John
Calvin was a brilliant young student in Paris who the theologians
believed would become a strong defender of the Roman church. He
hated the reformers, but a cousin, Olivetan, who had joined the
reformers, was in Paris and the two men met. Olivetan told Calvin that
there are only two religions in the world. One class of religions have
been invented by men, and in them people save themselves by
ceremonies and by their own works. The other religion, which comes
from the Bible, teaches people to look for salvation solely from the
free grace of God. Calvin tried to reject Olivetan’s views, but he could
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not put these thoughts out of his mind. Conviction of sin grew in his
mind, and despite confession and penance he felt the blackness of
despair. About this time he witnessed the burning of a heretic. He was
filled with wonder at the expression of peace on the martyr’s face, and
knowing the heretics rested their faith on the Bible, he decided to
study it and learn the secret of their joy.

Though Calvin had been educated for the priesthood, he now felt he
could never become a priest, and determined to devote his life to
spreading the gospel. He left Paris and moved to a provincial town
under the protection of Princess Margaret who loved the gospel.

After a few months Calvin returned to Paris. The king had not fully
sided with Rome, and Margaret hoped that Protestantism would
triumph in France. Margaret arranged for Protestant preaching in the
palace chapel and crowds attended the daily services. The king
ordered two churches in Paris to be opened for Protestant preaching,
and this continued for two years. But the papal powers persuaded the
king to close the churches and persecution followed.

Calvin was still in Paris, but escaped just before he was to be arrested.
After spending a few months in other parts of France, he made a final
attempt to return to Paris, but realised that he could do nothing there,
so left for Germany. It was well that he did, because he had no sooner
left when a storm of persecution burst on the city as a result of the
wide distribution in France of placards attacking the mass. One
placard was put on the door of the king’s private room, and he was so
horrified that he fully committed himself to the destruction of
Protestantism in France.

Steps were taken to arrest every Lutheran in Paris. A man whose role
was to call the Lutherans to their secret meetings was threatened with
death if he did not betray his fellow believers, so he showed the
authorities where every Lutheran in Paris lived. They were all arrested
and put to death with cruel torture, but they died as those who were
victorious over the evil one. The authorities were amazed to find how
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many people were secretly Lutherans. Suddenly many high-level
positions in government and business were vacant, as those who had
filled them had been killed.

Then, on 21st of January, 1535, a terrible procession moved from the
king’s palace to the great hall of the bishop’s palace where the king
addressed the assembly, on to a ceremony at the great cathedral in
which a solemn oath to exterminate heresy was taken, and finally
returned to the royal palace. Along the route the procession halted at
scaffolds erected at short intervals to watch the burning of many
Protestants.

The gospel of peace offered to France by the reformers was to be only
too effectively rooted out by the combined efforts of the king and the
churchmen. As a result, France was to suffer the tyranny of the
monarch and the church for another two and a half centuries, until
the people rose up in revolt and the country experienced all the
horrors of the Reign of Terror in the French Revolution.

Long before the persecution caused by the placards, Farel had been
forced to flee from France to Switzerland, where he helped Zwingli
turn the tide in favour of the Reformation. He worked as a
schoolmaster, teaching the children the truths of the gospel. Some of
their parents believed, but the priests created opposition. Farel moved
from one place to another, preaching wherever he could find an
opportunity. He was beaten and ridiculed but continued his witness.
Eventually one after another of the towns where he worked were
opened to the gospel, and the cities of Morat and Neuchȃtel removed
the images from their churches.

After Farel made an unsuccessful attempt to establish Protestantism in
Geneva, a young man, Froment, began working as a schoolmaster, and
parents of his students became interested in the gospel. He was forced
to flee, but seed had been sown, and eventually the preachers
returned and Protestant worship was established in Geneva.
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Calvin was passing through Geneva on his way to Basel when Farel
convinced him that God wanted him to stay and help strengthen the
reform movement in the city. This was a serious time for the
Reformation, as Rome was preparing for a major offensive to take back
the lands it had lost. It was at this time that the Jesuit order was
established, composed of individuals with a fanaticism that enabled
them to match the commitment of the reformers in their dedication to
their cause. They were devoted to the overthrow of Protestantism and
the re-establishment of the supremacy of the pope. There was nothing
they would not do to achieve their goal, and they realised that through
education they could influence the young people and bring them back
to Rome. They set up educational institutions, many of which became
famous, and exerted a wide influence. The inquisition was re-
established, and thousands of the most talented in Europe were slain
or forced to flee.

It appeared that Rome would regain the supremacy it had lost, but
under God’s blessing and the diligence of the men He raised up to
succeed Luther, Protestantism was not overthrown. The smallest and
least powerful nations of Europe became its strongholds. Holland
struggled against the tyranny of Spain, while Sweden successfully held
off the power of Rome.

For nearly thirty years Calvin worked in Geneva, maintaining the
principles of the Reformation against the attempts of Rome to regain
control. From this centre many went out to all parts of Europe. Large
numbers came to Geneva to find refuge from persecution in their own
countries. John Knox from Scotland, numbers of English Puritans,
Protestants from Holland and Spain, and Huguenots from France, all
carried the truths they had learned in Geneva to their own native lands.
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Seven hundred years before Luther’s time, two bishops in the
Netherlands who had been sent as ambassadors to Rome and who had
there learned of the corruption and tyranny of the papacy, accused
Rome of being the Babylon of Bible prophecy. This protest was
echoed by others from century to century. The Vaudois missionaries
who spread the gospel to various lands across Europe, reached the
Netherlands where their doctrines spread rapidly. They translated the
Waldensian Bible in poetic form into the Dutch language in the twelfth
century. About that time Rome began persecuting the believers, but
they multiplied, declaring the Bible is the only infallible authority in
religion, and no one should be coerced to believe.

The teachings of Luther were readily accepted in the Netherlands, and
faithful men arose to preach the gospel. Menno Simons, an ordained
priest from one of the Dutch provinces, though at first opposed to the
study of the Bible, experienced doubt about the doctrine of
transubstantiation, and was led to study the New Testament, which,
together with Luther’s writings, led him to accept the reformed faith.
After witnessing a man being beheaded for undergoing adult baptism,
Menno studied the subject of infant baptism in the scriptures, and
found no evidence in support of the practice.

13 THE NETHERLANDS AND SCANDINAVIA
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Menno left the Roman Church and devoted his life to teaching Bible
truth. He particularly opposed the work of the fanatics whose
activities led to violence and insurrection, and worked with great
success among those who were reclaimed from fanaticism and among
the many descendants of the ancient Christians and those who had
learned the truth from the Waldensians. For twenty-five years he
travelled with his family all over the Netherlands and northern
Germany, living as an example of the truths that he taught, and great
numbers were converted to the gospel.

But while the gospel was widely received in the Netherlands, in few
countries did its adherents suffer more persecution. While Charles V
failed to crush the reformation in Germany where the princes had
more power, in the Netherlands, where he had freedom to act, he
decreed death to those who read, heard or preached the Bible. To
pray to God in secret, or even to sing a psalm, or to refuse to bow
before an image was also punishable by death. Thousands lost their
lives under the reign of Charles V and of Philip II.

But the rage of the persecutors was equalled by the faith of the
martyrs, and as in the days when paganism tried to destroy the gospel,
the blood of the Christians was seed. Persecution served to increase
the number of witnesses for the truth, until finally, under William of
Orange, the Revolution beginning in 1572 brought to Holland
freedom to worship God.

While in countries from Italy, through France, Holland and Germany
the Reformation was marked with the blood of its disciples, in the
countries of the North it found a peaceful entrance. Students from
Scandinavia returning from Wittenberg carried Luther’s writings and
the reformed faith to their homes in the North.

Tausen, “the Reformer of Denmark”, as a promising young student was
given the opportunity to go to his choice of universities in the
Netherlands or Germany; only Wittenberg was excluded as an option.
He went to Cologne, a Roman stronghold, but soon became disgusted
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with what he learned. About this time he read some of Luther’s
writings, and determined to go to Wittenberg, despite the orders from
his sponsors. On returning to Denmark he entered a monastery,
without revealing his change of faith. Soon a number of his fellow
monks accepted the reformed faith, and Tausen was removed to a
different monastery. Here too, some of his companions declared
themselves Protestant, at which point Tausen was expelled from the
monastery. He was now free to go wherever he wished, and following
a royal decree giving protection to preachers of the new doctrine, he
began to preach in churches that were opened to him. Crowds
thronged to hear him. The New Testament was translated into Danish
and was widely circulated. Before long Denmark declared its
acceptance of the reformed faith.

In Sweden also, young men who had learned from Luther and others
at Wittenberg carried the truth back to their countrymen. Prominent
among these were the brothers Olaf and Laurentius Petri, who had
studied under Luther and Melanchthon. These men preached the
truth courageously, though sometimes suffering from the mobs
whipped up by the priests. The king supported them, as he was
determined to reform the state and the church, and welcomed them
in the battle against Rome.

In the presence of the monarch and the leading men of Sweden, Olaf
Petri defended the doctrines of the reformed faith against the
champions of Rome. He declared the great Protestant principle that
the Bible is the only rule of faith and practice. As a result of his
presentation, the king of Sweden accepted the Protestant faith, and
shortly afterwards the national assembly also declared in its favour.
Olaf had already translated the New Testament into Swedish, and the
king now asked him to translate the Old Testament so the people
could have the whole Bible in their own language. Ministers were
instructed to explain the scriptures, and school children were taught
to read the Bible.
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Sweden became one of the bulwarks of Protestantism. A century later,
in the terrible struggle of the Thirty Years’ War, Germany and northern
Europe appeared about to be brought again under the tyranny of
Rome. Then it was the armies of Sweden that enabled Germany to
turn the tide of popish success and win toleration for both Lutherans
and Calvinists and restore liberty of conscience to those countries who
had accepted the Reformation.
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While Luther was working to put the Bible into the hands of people
in Germany in their own language, God impressed Tyndale in England
to do the same thing for the English. Wycliffe’s Bible had been
translated from Latin into English and contained many errors.
Furthermore, it had never been printed, and in manuscript form was
very expensive, besides being prohibited by the church, so its
circulation was restricted.

In 1516 Erasmus had published his Greek and Latin version of the
New Testament, making a relatively accurate version in the original
language available for the first time. But of course, the common
people could not read Greek (or Latin), so it helped only the
educated. Now Tyndale was to complete the work of Wycliffe in giving
the Bible to his countrymen.

Tyndale had learned the gospel from the Greek New Testament of
Erasmus and preached it widely. To the priests who claimed the right
to interpret the Bible, Tyndale responded that it was God who gave
the Bible, and He could help people to understand it. Tyndale realised
that if his preaching were to have any permanent results, the hearers
must have the Bible to continue their study. He therefore determined
to translate the New Testament and set about the task with

14 LATER ENGLISH REFORMERS
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enthusiasm. But he was driven from his home by persecution and
went to London to continue his work. Again he was forced to flee, and
went to Germany, where he began printing his English New
Testament. Twice his work was stopped, but he eventually made his
way to Worms, where he was able to complete his task in peace.
Several thousand copies of the English New Testament were smuggled
into England, much to the anger of the priests. Tyndale himself was
betrayed into the hands of his enemies and died a martyr’s death.

Hugh Latimer was another English reformer who supported the
circulation of Tyndale’s Bible among his people. Also, Barnes and Frith,
faithful friends of Tyndale, as well as the Ridleys and Cranmer led in the
opposition to the papacy in England. The principle taught by all these
reformers was the same as that held by their predecessors, the
Waldenses, Wycliffe, Huss, Luther, Zwingli and others, namely, the
infallible authority of the Holy Scriptures as a rule of faith and practice.
Faith in God and His word strengthened these men as they gave their
lives at the stake rather than prove untrue to their convictions.

In Scotland the truth taught by Columba and his colleagues had
persisted through the centuries, even after the churches in England
had submitted to Rome. But in the twelfth century popery became
established there, and the oppression was heavy, despite Wycliffe’s
Lollards bringing his Bible and his teachings to Scotland.

Then with the coming of the Great Reformation, the writings of
Luther and Tyndale’s English New Testament were silently spread
among the people by messengers of the reform. The papal leaders
suddenly awoke to the danger and brought some of the noblest of
the Scots to the stake. In doing this they gave impetus to the reform
movement. Two Scottish princes, Hamilton and Wishart, along with
many others, were among those who were burnt, but one who
accepted the gospel and the teachings of Wishart was John Knox,
who was not permitted by God to have his life cut short. He was
fearless in the face of threats, and when brought face to face with
Mary, the Queen of Scotland, he told the queen that her subjects



LATER ENGLISH REFORMERS

83

were not bound to follow the religion of their princes, though the
Bible tells them to give obedience in other matters. Knox continued
the battle against popery until Scotland was freed.

The establishment of Protestantism as the national religion in England
reduced, but did not wholly stop, persecution. Dissenters from the
Protestant Church in England were persecuted to a greater or lesser
extent for hundreds of years, as the right of every man to worship God
according to his own conscience was not acknowledged. In the
seventeenth century thousands of pastors were expelled from their
positions, and the people were forbidden to attend religious meetings
except those approved by the church. Many found themselves in jail
or banished to foreign lands because they insisted on meeting with
like-minded believers. But, as usual, persecution helped spread the
gospel, with Baxter, Flavel, Alleine and others joining the ranks of
those standing in defence of the faith. John Bunyan, while in prison,
wrote “Pilgrim’s Progress”, which has encouraged many in the
Christian life in subsequent centuries.

Time moved on, until in the eighteenth century the people of England
were in a state of spiritual darkness, with the established church
hardly distinguishable from heathenism. The doctrine of justification
by faith, so clearly taught by Luther, had been replaced by the Romish
principle of trusting in good works for salvation. In this challenging
situation God raised up George Whitefield and the Wesley brothers,
John and Charles, to become light-bearers and to restore the truth of
the gospel. These men were members of the established Church of
England, and were led to see that true religion is centred in the heart,
and shows itself in a life of good deeds. But they did not understand
the gospel of free grace. John and Charles Wesley, after being ordained
to the ministry, were sent on a mission to America. Travelling with
them on the same ship was a group of Moravians, descendants of the
Bohemian Christians who had moved to Saxony. Their deportment
impressed the Wesleys, as they had a peace in their hearts that was the
envy of these men who were striving for acceptance with God. The
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Moravians were unafraid of the severe storms through which the ship
passed, and assured the Wesleys that they were not afraid to die.

On returning to England, John Wesley studied with a Moravian
preacher, gained an understanding of salvation by faith, and came to
trust in Christ alone for salvation. At last he had the assurance that
Christ had taken away his sins.

Wesley devoted his life to preaching the gospel of God’s free grace he
had come to understand. He saw the world as his parish, and
continued his strict and self-denying life, not now as the ground, but
the result of faith; not the root, but the fruit of holiness. Whitefield
and the Wesleys with their sympathisers had been contemptuously
called Methodists by their ungodly fellow students at Oxford, but at
that point Wesley had no thought of starting a new denomination.
When his followers became numerous he organised them into what he
called the Methodist Connection.

As time went on, opposition to Wesley’s work grew in the established
church, and he and his followers were ridiculed and persecuted.

The spiritual decline in England just before Wesley’s time was largely
due to antinomianism, which taught that Christ had abolished the
moral law and that Christians therefore do not need to keep it. Some
who believed this error also held that a Christian cannot fall from grace,
i.e., “once saved, always saved”, so nothing bad such a person does is
really sinful, and therefore does not need to be repented of or
confessed. No matter how vile a sin, they said, if committed by a saved
individual, it is not a sin in the sight of God. With that kind of
thinking, no wonder society descended to such depths!

Those monstrous doctrines are the basis of modern humanism which
holds there is no absolute moral law to which all people are
accountable, but society decides for itself what is right and what is
wrong. Satan is the author of both philosophies.



LATER ENGLISH REFORMERS

85

Wesley stressed the perfect harmony of the law and the gospel. He
denied that the preaching of the gospel makes the law unnecessary.
The law is to convince men of sin, so it serves to show sinners that
they need the gospel.

Thus, while preaching the gospel of the grace of God, Wesley, like his
Master, tried to show the importance of the law in leading the sinner
to repentance. It would be well if the faith and humility, the untiring
zeal and self-sacrifice, and the devotion of this servant of Christ were
reflected in the churches of today.
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In the sixteenth century the Reformation gave all the countries of
Europe the opportunity to accept the open Bible with its uplifting
influence. Some nations accepted it gladly, as God’s message from
heaven, but in other lands the papacy succeeded to a great extent in
preventing its entrance, and the light of Bible knowledge gained no
foothold. In one country truth and error struggled for mastery for
centuries until truth was at last forced out and the nation was left to
reap the results of its rejection of truth. The restraint of the Holy Spirit
was removed from the people who had despised the gift offered to
them. The war against the Bible, continuing for many centuries in
France, eventually led to the Revolution, that terrible outbreak that
was the inevitable result of Rome’s rejection of the scriptures.

Bible prophecy predicted France’s suppression of the Old and New
Testaments. We read in Revelation 11:2-3, 7-11: “. . .the court . . .
outside the temple . . . has been given to the gentiles. And they will
tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two months. And I will give
power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two
hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” “When they finish their
testimony, the beast that ascends out of the bottomless pit will make
war against them, overcome them, and kill them. And their dead
bodies will lie in the street of the great city which spiritually is called
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Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. Then those from
the peoples, tribes, tongues and nations will see their dead bodies
three-and-a-half days, and not allow their dead bodies to be put into
graves. And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them,
making merry, and send gifts to one another, because these two
prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth.”

The “forty-two months” and the “one thousand two hundred and sixty
days” both refer to the 1260 years when Christ’s church suffered the
oppression of Rome during its time of supremacy from 538 AD to
1798 (when the French took the pope prisoner). The persecution of
the church ceased before 1798 due to the influence of the
Reformation, just as Jesus foretold in Matthew 24:22 when He said the
great tribulation would be shortened for the sake of His people.

During most of the time of papal supremacy the two witnesses (the
Old and New Testaments) were not freely available to the people. The
Roman church tried to hide them, so they are said to be “clothed in
sackcloth”, the symbol of mourning. Nevertheless, men cannot
trample on the word of God without suffering consequences, so the
prophecy says that “if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from
their mouths and devours their enemies.” (Revelation 11:5) In
Revelation 22:18,19 humans are warned against changing the word of
God to place their own opinions above divine revelation.

The prophecy states that “when they finished [or, as they were
finishing] their testimony, they would be killed, and their bodies
would lie in the street of a great city that is spiritually called Sodom
and Egypt, where our Lord is crucified. As the year 1798 approached,
the French Revolution burst upon France, and in 1793 the Legislative
Assembly officially decreed that there was no God (and therefore no
word of God), and the people of Paris burned Bibles and danced for
joy. Paris, the capital of France, was aptly described in prophecy as
Sodom and Egypt, as Sodom was known for its immorality, and Egypt
for its defiance of God. Immorality and defiance of God reached their
heights in Paris during the French Revolution. The city was also
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described in prophecy as the place where our Lord was crucified, and
the terrible persecution of the Albigenses and Huguenots in France
culminating in the Massacre of Saint Bartholomew in 1572, was an
example of Christ being crucified afresh in the person of His disciples.

The rallying cry of the French infidels was “Crush the Wretch,” meaning
Christ, and the events of the Revolution and the Reign of Terror showed
to what lengths men will go under the power of Satan with the restraint
of God’s Spirit removed. Secular and godless France during this period
is well symbolised in prophecy by the beast from the bottomless pit
making war on God’s word and killing His two witnesses.

The persecution of Protestants in France had driven away all those
who could have supported a progressive society, and with the flight of
the Huguenots the country lacked the people with entrepreneurial
skills to make the nation great. The Jesuits were powerful and ruled
tyrannically. The king and his counsellors were at a loss to know how
to stem the decline, as the nation staggered towards its doom.

The people were deprived of the Bible and abandoned to the
teachings of bigotry and selfishness. They were ignorant and
superstitious, and wholly unfit for self-government, so even if the king
had wanted to bring about some reform, there was no chance that it
could be accomplished peacefully. Rome had misrepresented the
character of God and perverted His requirements, so the people
rejected both the Bible and its author. Voltaire and his colleagues
totally rejected the Bible and spread the poison of secularism.

At the beginning of the Revolution, the king granted the people a
majority representation in the Assembly, so they could outvote the
nobles and the clergy combined. But they were so outraged by the
wrongs they had for so long endured, that they became the
oppressors of their erstwhile masters. Where under the power of
Rome the first Protestant had been burned at the stake in the sixteenth
century at the opening of the Reformation, now the first victims were
guillotined in the eighteenth century at the beginning of the
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Revolution. The king, clergy and nobles were compelled to submit to
the atrocities of the excited and maddened people. In ten short years,
many thousands of human beings perished, and this was exactly what
Satan had been working towards for centuries.

But the prophecy does not end here. In Revelation 11:11-12 we read,
“Now after the three-and-a-half days the breath of life from God entered
them, and they stood on their feet, and great fear fell on those who
saw them. And they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them,

“Come up here.” And they ascended to heaven in a cloud, and their
enemies saw them.”

In 1793 the French Assembly passed the decree abolishing the
Christian religion, and three and a half years later the same body
rescinded that decree, thus granting tolerance to the scriptures. The
prophecy continues with a prediction of the exaltation of the
scriptures after the two witnesses came back to life, and history tells
us that after the Revolution ended, the Bible began to be valued and
circulated in ways it never had been before. In 1804 the British and
Foreign Bible Society was organised, and this was followed by similar
organisations in a number of countries in Europe. In 1816 the
American Bible Society was founded. When the British society was
formed, the Bible had been printed and circulated in fifty languages,
but it is now available in many hundreds of languages and is the most
translated book in the world.

Not only has the Bible been circulated widely since the French
Revolution, but missionaries have carried the gospel to the ends of
the earth, and Christianity has entered heathen lands on every
continent and most islands. Voltaire boasted that he could destroy
the Bible, but the Bible has long outlived Voltaire and others who
have tried to get rid of it. As we read in Isaiah 40:8, “. . . the word of
our God stands forever.”
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The English Reformers rejected the unbiblical teachings of Rome
and the authority of the popes, but they retained many of the worship
practices, customs and ceremonies that were not commanded in
scripture and were not considered to be matters of conscience. It was
claimed that though these things were not essentials, because they
were not forbidden, they were not evil. They believed that these things
narrowed the gulf between the reformed church and Rome, making it
easier for Romanists to accept the Protestant faith. This reasoning was
accepted by many, but by some it was seen as compromise. They
believed that God in His word established the form of worship, and
we are not at liberty to add to, or subtract from, what He has outlined.
They noted that the great apostasy began when church leaders added
to the authority of God’s word by including the authority of the
church. Rome began by requiring what God had not forbidden and
ended by forbidding what God had specifically commanded.

Many reformers wanted to return to the purity of the apostolic church.
They regarded the customs of the English Church as idolatry, and
could not in conscience unite in that worship. But the established
church would allow of no dissent. Attendance at worship was required
by law, and unauthorised religious assemblies were punishable by
imprisonment, exile, or death. The new king of England at the
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opening of the seventeenth century was determined to make the
Puritans, as these dissenters were called, conform, or force them to
leave England.

Some of the Puritans determined to seek refuge in Holland, but faced
many difficulties. Some eventually found shelter in the Dutch republic.
To make their escape from England they had to leave behind their
sources of income, so life was not easy. Eventually they believed God
was pointing them to leave Europe and cross the Atlantic to establish a
state where they could create for their children a home where they
would enjoy religious liberty.

Persecution and exile were opening the way to freedom, so these
Puritans departed from Holland to find a home in the New World.
When they had first separated from the English Church, they had made
a covenant to obey God in anything He had already revealed to them
from His word, and in anything He would reveal to them from His
word in the future. Now, as they were about to set sail, their pastor,
John Robinson, who was not able to accompany them, reminded them
that God would no doubt show them more light from His word, and
they should be ready to receive it.

It was the desire for liberty of conscience that inspired the Pilgrims to
brave the dangers of the long ocean voyage and the hardships and
perils of an unknown land, and with God’s blessing, to lay on the
shores of America the foundation of a mighty nation. Yet though they
were honest in their beliefs, they did not yet understand the great
principle of religious liberty. They were not willing to grant to others
the freedom which they had sacrificed so much to secure for
themselves. While they rejected the creed of Rome, they were not
entirely free from her spirit of intolerance. The regulations that the
colonists adopted included the provision that only church members
should have a voice in the civil government, and the magistrates were
authorised to suppress heresy. It was inevitable that before long
persecution would result.
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Eleven years after the planting of the first colony, Roger Williams
arrived in the New World. Like the early Pilgrims, he came to enjoy
religious freedom, but unlike them, he saw that this freedom was the
inalienable right of all, whatever their creed might be. His insistence
on liberty of conscience led him into conflict with the magistrates, and
although he was respected and loved as a faithful minister, he was
sentenced to banishment from the colonies. To avoid arrest, he was
forced to flee into the forest amid the cold and storms of winter. For
fourteen weeks he braved the hazards of the wilderness, until he
found refuge with an Indian tribe to whom he tried to teach the
gospel. Then, after months of wandering he came to the shores of
Narragansett Bay, where he laid the foundation of the first state of
modern times that truly recognised the right of religious freedom. His
little state, Rhode Island, became an asylum for the oppressed and
prospered until its principles of civil and religious liberty became the
cornerstone of the American republic.

As news spread throughout Europe of a land where everyone could
enjoy the fruit of their own labour and obey the convictions of their
own conscience, thousands flocked to the New World. Twenty years
from when the Pilgrims first landed at Plymouth, twenty thousand
Pilgrims were settled in New England. Life was often difficult, but the
Bible was the foundation of faith, and its principles were taught in the
home and the school and in the church. The fruits of its teachings
were evident in the Puritan settlements, where drunkenness was
almost unknown. It was demonstrated that the principles of the Bible
are the foundation of national greatness. The isolated colonies grew
into a confederation of powerful states, and the world marked with
wonder the peace and prosperity of “a church without a pope, and a
state without a king.”

But as time passed, increasing numbers came to America with
different motives from those of the first Pilgrims. Many of the
newcomers sought only worldly advantage. People joined the church
only for the material advantage it gained them. The result was that the
church became like the world.
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The principle advocated by Robinson and Roger Williams, that truth is
progressive and Christians should be ready to accept all the light that
comes from God’s word, was lost sight of and people were content to
believe and live just as their fathers had done. Therefore religion again
degenerated into formalism, and the spirit of the Reformation
gradually died out until there was almost as much need for reform in
the Protestant churches as there had been in the Roman Church in the
time of Luther.

The wide circulation of the Bible in the early part of the nineteenth
century was not followed by a corresponding advance in a knowledge
of revealed truth. Satan could not now keep the Bible from the
people, so he led them to value it lightly and to neglect it. As a result,
many held doctrines that had no foundation in the Bible.

As Satan had led Christians in the early centuries to compromise with
pagans, he now led them to compromise with those whose gods were
the material things of the world. Tradition again took the place of
Biblical truth, and the principles for which the reformers suffered so
much no longer guided the lives of those controlled by materialism.
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One of the most wonderful truths revealed in the Bible is that Christ
is returning to Earth to complete the work of redemption. The doctrine
of the second advent is the very keynote of the Sacred Scriptures. This
truth has been an encouragement to God’s faithful people ever since
Adam and Eve were driven from the Garden of Eden. Enoch, of the
seventh generation from Adam, foretold the wonderful event in these
words: “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, to
execute judgement on all . . . " ( Jude 14,15) The patriarch Job
expressed his faith in the coming of the Saviour by saying, ”I know that
my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last on the earth; and . . . in
my flesh I shall see God.” ( Job 19:25,26) Many other prophets in the
Old Testament similarly spoke of the coming of Christ in glory, and of
course some also spoke of His first coming as a baby in Bethlehem and
as a man of sorrows to die for us.

But perhaps our most significant source of information about the
second advent is Christ Himself. He was quite definite about His
return in power and promised to take His people to be with Him in
heaven. Note these promises: “Let not your heart be troubled; you
believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many
mansions; if it were not so I would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
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again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be
also.” ( John 14:1-3) And again, “When the Son of Man comes in His
glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne
of his glory.” (Matthew 25:31) At the time of Christ’s ascension, two
angels spoke to His disciples, saying, “This same Jesus who was taken
up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him
go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11) The apostle Paul adds his voice to those of
Christ and the angels, declaring, “For the Lord Himself will descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
trumpet of God.” (1 Thessalonians 4:16) Finally, the apostle John,
writing from Patmos in the book of Revelation assures us, “He is
coming with clouds and every eye will see Him.” (Revelation 1:7)
Then the long-awaited kingdom of the Messiah will be established.

The coming of the Lord has been in all ages the hope of His true
followers. Ever since the angels at His ascension promised His return,
the hope of this wonderful event has buoyed the spirits of those going
through hardship and persecution for their faith. When, as time passed,
and some in the early church at Thessalonica fell asleep in death, their
fellow-believers began to fear that their death would be permanent.

The apostle Paul assured them that those who had fallen asleep would
be in no way disadvantaged when Christ returned, because they would
be the first to rise in the resurrection, and those who were still alive at
that time would join them as they were all caught up together to meet
the returning Lord in the air. (1Thessalonians 4:16,17)

From the time of the Waldenses, the reformers throughout history –
Wycliffe, Luther, Calvin, Knox, Ridley, Latimer, Baxter, and many others
- all expressed their faith in the return of Christ, which to them was
“the blessed hope.”

Prophecy not only foretells the manner and object of Christ’s coming,
but presents signs that tell when His coming is near. Jesus said, “And
there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars;” (Luke
21:25) and in Mark 13:24-26 He adds more detail, saying, “But in
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those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light; the stars of heaven will fall, and the
powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see the Son of
Man coming in the clouds with great power and glory.”

Revelation 6:12 predicts a great earthquake, the sun becoming dark,
and the moon becoming like blood (red in colour). This prophecy was
remarkably fulfilled by the Lisbon earthquake in 1755 and the “dark
day” in 1780.

The Lisbon earthquake struck on the morning of 1 November, 1755
and was one of the worst earthquakes in recorded history. Its
epicentre appears to have been in the Atlantic Ocean about 290 km
southwest of Lisbon and the quake, with associated tsunamis, is
estimated to have killed up to 50,000 in Spain, Portugal and Morocco,
making it the deadliest earthquake on record. Its affects were felt over
a considerable part of the earth’s surface, particularly in countries
bordering the Atlantic.

Twenty-five years later the next sign mentioned in the prophecy was
fulfilled - the darkening of the sun and moon - and the timing of the
fulfillment is significant. “In those days” (Mark 13:24) refers to the
1260 days (years) of papal supremacy, while “after that tribulation”
indicates that the persecution would end before the 1260 years came
to a close in 1798. Persecution had virtually ceased by 1770, so the
darkening of the sun and the moon could be expected sometime
between about 1770 and 1798. The prophecy was fulfilled on time,
with the sun being darkened on May 19, 1780.

On this day the sun rose as usual in the eastern United States, but by
nine o’clock in the morning, after some heavy cloud, the overcast
became thinner, but a heavy black cloud spread over the whole sky
except for a narrow strip at the horizon. Animals and birds acted as
though night was coming. Late in the afternoon the sky cleared a little,
but after sunset the dark clouds returned. Even though there was
almost a full moon, everything was very dark. After midnight the
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darkness disappeared, and when the moon became visible it was red
like blood. The darkening of the sun and the moon was reported to
have extended over the whole of the Eastern United States.

Jesus told His people to watch for the signs of His coming. He said,
“. . . when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your
heads, because your redemption draws near.” He pointed His
followers to the budding trees of spring, and told them that just as the
buds indicated that spring was near, the signs indicated that the
kingdom of God was near (Luke 21:28,30,31).

By the turn of the nineteenth century the love for Christ in the church
had been replaced by pride and formalism. The doctrine of the second
advent had been neglected, and people had become absorbed in
money-making. Jesus warned His followers that just prior to His
second coming the world would become as it was in the days of Noah,
absorbed in the pleasures of life and forgetting about God and the
future life. He warned, “Watch therefore, and pray always that you may
be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass,
and to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:36)

A great work of reform was needed to prepare people for the coming
of the Lord, so God sent His people a message of warning which we
read in Revelation 14: 6,7. This message was part of the everlasting
gospel. Faithful men who were obedient to the Spirit of God and the
teachings of His word were to give this message to the world. Just as
the theologians and religious leaders were not looking for Christ to
come the first time, and God had to give the good news to shepherds
to pass on to others, so when God wanted to give His message to the
world prior to the second advent, He had to pass by the religious
leaders in their self-satisfaction and formalism and raise up men who
were humble and teachable to carry His message to the world.
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The man especially chosen by God to lead out in preaching to the
world that Christ would come a second time was an honest-hearted
farmer who sincerely desired to understand the truths of scripture.
William Miller, like many reformers before him, grew up in a poor
family made up of people who were independent, liberty-loving and
patriotic. His father was a captain in the army that fought for American
independence from Britain, and it was due to the difficulties of this
period that the family faced financial hardship.

Young William was a healthy lad, and early in life gave evidence of a
keen intellect. While he did not have a college education, he
nevertheless developed into a man of sound judgement and excellent
character, who by hard work and careful study filled various civil and
military offices with credit, so that a prosperous future lay before him.

While his mother had taught him about spiritual truth, as a young man
he became influenced by deists who led him to doubt the Bible, so for
about twelve years he remained far from satisfied with his spiritual
condition, having no faith in a saviour or hope for eternity. But at the
age of thirty-four the Holy Spirit impressed him with his state as a
sinner, and after several months of feeling wretched, he came to
realise that there was a good and compassionate being who saves us

18 AN AMERICAN REFORMER



AN AMERICAN REFORMER

100

from the penalty of sin and the Bible was the only source of
information about such a saviour. Such a realisation totally changed
his life. He began to delight in studying the scriptures, and found in
them a Saviour who met his every need.

His erstwhile deist associates tried to shake his newfound faith in
the Bible, but he was determined to study God’s word for himself
and learn what it really taught, free of the interpretation others had
put on it.

Accordingly, he began a systematic study of the Bible, beginning with
Genesis, and reading verse by verse, making sure he understood every
verse before moving on to the next. He used no commentaries but
only a concordance. He took the word itself, looking up cross-
references and footnotes so difficult passages could be explained by
other scriptures. His study was accompanied by earnest prayer to God
for guidance and enlightenment. He was particularly interested in the
books of Daniel and the Revelation and was overjoyed to find he could
understand the prophetic symbols. Angels from heaven guided his
mind and opened the scriptures to his understanding.

Miller soon came to see that the popular view of the spiritual reign of
Christ – a literal millennium before the end of the world – was not
taught in scripture. This doctrine, pointing to a thousand years of
righteousness and peace before the personal coming of the Lord, put
far into the future the day of God’s judgement, and was contrary to
Christ’s teaching that the wheat and tares would grow together until
the harvest (Matthew 13:30). Paul also taught that evil would continue
until the Lord returns (2 Thessalonians 2:8).

Miller found that the literal, personal coming of Christ is plainly
taught in scripture. Paul says, “For the Lord Himself will descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.”
(1 Thessalonians 4:16) And the Saviour declared that everyone will
see Him come in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory
(Matthew 24:27,30).
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Paul makes clear that at Christ’s coming the righteous dead will be
raised and the righteous living will be changed, and then all God’s
people will become immortal (1 Corinthians 15:51-53).

These and many other scriptures convinced Miller that the events
which most people believed would take place before the coming of
Christ, such as the universal reign of peace and the setting up of the
kingdom of God on Earth, would in fact occur after the second
advent. Therefore his study of scripture, as well as his observation of
the signs foretold in prophecy, forced him to conclude this present
world would not continue much longer.

Another kind of evidence that impressed Miller was the chronology of
the scriptures. He noted that God often predicted specific periods of
time for events in the future. For example, the one hundred and
twenty years to the flood (Genesis 6:3), the four hundred years
Abraham’s descendants would be in a foreign land (Genesis 15:13);
the three days of the butler’s and the baker’s dreams (Genesis 40:12-
20); the seven years of Pharaoh’s dreams (Genesis 41:28-54); the
forty years in the wilderness (Numbers 14:34); the seventy years
captivity in Babylon ( Jeremiah 25:11); and the seventy weeks allocated
to the Jews (Daniel 9:24). He noted that all these time periods, and
others not included here, had been mentioned in prophecy, and all
had been fulfilled as predicted. So when he found chronological time
periods he thought extended to the second coming of Christ, he
believed it was his duty to study these to understand their meaning.

The period that appeared to him to most clearly reveal the time of the
second advent was the two thousand three hundred days of Daniel
8:14. The verse reads: “For two thousand three hundred days; then
the sanctuary shall be cleansed.” Following his rule of making the
scripture its own interpreter, Miller learned a day in symbolic
prophecy represents a year (Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:6). He
realised 2300 prophetic days or literal years would extend far beyond
the time when the Jewish sanctuary (temple) had ceased to exist, so
the sanctuary referred to in the verse must not refer to the literal
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Jewish sanctuary or temple in Jerusalem. He accepted the currently
popular view that in the Christian age Earth is the sanctuary (temple).
He therefore concluded that the cleansing of the sanctuary foretold
in Daniel 8:14 represented the cleansing of Earth by fire at the
second coming of Christ. He then figured if the starting point of this
prophecy could be ascertained, the time of the second advent could
be calculated.

Miller now seriously studied the prophecies of Daniel to determine the
starting point of this prophecy. He could find no clue in Daniel chapter
eight, even though the angel Gabriel had been commissioned to make
Daniel understand the vision (Daniel 8:16). After explaining the first
part of the vision relating to the ram and the goat, Gabriel affirmed the
vision of the 2300 days (evenings/mornings) but said it was to be sealed
because it related to the far-distant future. But because the angel had
been given the responsibility of explaining the whole vision, Miller
expected he would come back again to complete the task he had been
given. And sure enough, that is exactly what happened. In Daniel
chapter 9 we read that Gabriel returned to complete his unfinished
task, and concluded his greeting by saying, “therefore consider the
matter, and understand the vision.” Daniel 9:23.

“The vision” must refer to the last vision Daniel had seen, which was
the vision of chapter 8. So Daniel’s attention is directed to that part of
the vision where Gabriel ended his explanation on his last visit. But
Gabriel’s first words were, “Seventy weeks are determined for your
people and for your holy city.” (Daniel 9:24) The word “determined”
actually means “cut off ”. Seventy weeks, representing 490 years (70 x
7=490 days, with a prophetic day representing a year) are declared by
the angel to be cut off, especially for the Jews. But from what were
they cut off? Since the 2300 days were the only time period mentioned
in chapter 8, it must be the period from which the seventy weeks were
cut off; the seventy weeks must therefore be part of the 2300 days, and
the two periods must begin together at the same time. Gabriel then
said the seventy weeks were to begin with the “going forth of the
command to restore and rebuild Jerusalem” (Daniel 9:25), or in other
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words, the implementation of a decree for the rebuilding of the city of
Jerusalem. If the date of such a decree could be found, then the
starting point of the 2300 days could be determined. Indeed, in Ezra
7:12-26 just such a decree, issued by Artaxerxes, is found. Actually, in
Ezra 6:14 reference is made to decrees by three kings, Cyrus, Darius,
and Artaxerxes, but the decree by Artaxerxes, going into effect in the
autumn of 457 BC, was the most comprehensive and therefore marks
the beginning of the 2300 years.

“From the going forth of the command to restore and build
Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks and
sixty-two weeks”, that is, sixty-nine weeks, or 483 years. So, 483
years from the autumn of 457 BC extends to 27 AD1. At that time the
prophecy was fulfilled, as in the autumn of 27 AD Jesus, the Messiah,
or “anointed one”, was baptised by John the Baptist and was
anointed by the Holy Spirit. After His baptism Jesus went into
Galilee, “preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying,

“The time is fulfilled,” ” (Mark 1:14,15).

“Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week;” (Daniel
9:27) The week mentioned here is the last one of the seventy; it is the
last seven years of the period allocated especially to the Jews. During
this time, extending from 27 AD to 34 AD, Christ, at first in person,
and afterwards by His disciples, presented the gospel invitation
especially to the Jews.

“But in the middle of the week He shall bring an end to sacrifice and
offering.” (Daniel 9:27) In 31 AD, three and a half years after His
baptism, our Lord was crucified, bringing to an end the system of
offerings which for four thousand years had pointed forward to the
Lamb of God. At that point, all the sacrifices and offerings of the
ceremonial system were to cease.

1 When dealing with a time period that extends from BC into AD it must be understood that
from say the middle of 1 BC to the point of change from BC to AD is not a full year, but only
half a year, and from that same point to the middle of 1 AD is again only half a year. Thus, 1
BC to 1 AD is not two years, but only one year. This explains why 457 BC to 27AD is a
period of 483 years, not 484 years.
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The seventy weeks, or 490 years, especially allocated to the Jews,
ended, as noted above, in 34 AD, when the Jewish Sanhedrin sealed
its rejection of the gospel by the martyrdom of Stephen and the
persecution of the followers of Christ.

Thus far every specification had been accurately fulfilled, the
beginning of the seventy weeks being fixed at 457 BC, and its end in
34 AD. Because the seventy weeks (490 days) had been cut off the
2300 days, it was easy to see that there remained 1810 days, or years,
after 34 AD until the end of the 2300 years (2300 – 490 = 1810).
Eighteen hundred and ten years after 34 AD extends to 1844, so Miller
was convinced that “the cleansing of the sanctuary” of Daniel 8:14
would occur in 1844. Assuming, as most people did at the time, that
the cleansing of the sanctuary would take place at the second advent,
the conclusion reached about the issue left no doubt in Miller’s mind
that Christ would return to this Earth in 1844. He at first thought the
reckoning pointed to the spring of 1844, but later realised that the
starting point of the prophecy was the autumn of 457 BC when the
decree went into effect, so the end would be in the (northern)
autumn of 1844.

Miller could hardly believe the results of his investigation. He had
devoted two years to the study of this topic, when in 1818 he reached
the conclusion that Christ would return in about twenty-five years.
The question now concerning him was his duty in spreading this
knowledge to the world. Because the issue was so momentous, Miller
hesitated to share his findings in case he was in error. He therefore
spent another five years double-checking every detail of the
calculations and the prophecy. But the conviction deepened that he
had a duty to tell the world. He began to share his views privately,
hoping some minister would feel the burden to spread the message,
but he couldn’t banish the thought that he personally must preach
publicly. He waited for nine more years, until in 1831 for the first time
he preached his message. Not only did his colleagues urge him to
preach, but he also received many invitations to speak in churches and
other venues. Many of his listeners were convicted of the truth of his
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words, and he received much support from the churches during the
earlier part of his ministry. In 1833 he received a license to preach
from the Baptist church, of which he was a member.

In 1833 the last of the signs in the heavens spoken of by Jesus
(Matthew 24:29), “the stars falling from heaven,” was fulfilled when on
13 November the great meteoric shower, seen all over the United
States, occurred. Thus, many were led to think about the fulfilment of
prophecy and were attracted to Miller’s preaching.

Then, in 1840 another remarkable fulfilment of prophecy attracted
wide attention. One of the second-advent preachers, Josiah Litch,
published his views on Revelation 9, claiming that the chapter
included a prophecy that the Ottoman power in Constantinople
would be broken in August 1840. At that very time, Turkey accepted
the protection of the Christian powers of Europe, leading many to
recognise the fulfilment of the prophecy which Litch had preached,
using the same principles of prophetic interpretation as Miller had
employed. This event therefore added impetus to Miller’s preaching.

Though Miller had at first received support from the churches, as the
movement progressed, opposition began to mount, until most of the
churches tried to draw attention away from the subject of the second
advent. The religious press began to ridicule Miller, and there were
those who tried to get rid of the preacher himself. But Miller’s work
was not yet done, and God protected him. World-loving people did
not want to be reminded that they needed to repent of their sins and
seek forgiveness from God so they would be ready to meet the
returning Lord.

Much of the opposition to Miller’s message was based on the view
that the prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation were mysteries that
could not be understood. Even though God had pronounced a
blessing on those who read, hear, and observe the things written in
the Revelation (Revelation 1:3), many refused to hear anything
concerning these prophecies.
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Why this reluctance to study the prophecies of the Bible? It was the
result of a studied effort of the prince of darkness to conceal from
people anything that exposes his deceptions. It is because the
prophecies expose deception, and because He foresaw the war that
would be waged against the prophetic books, that Christ, the one
who gave the revelation, declared those who study the prophecies
will be blessed.
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When we consider the plan that God has followed in the great
religious movements in the past we can see the principles He uses in
dealing with humans are similar in every case. The movements of the
present have their parallel in those of the past, and the experience of
the church in earlier times has lessons for us to learn in our own times.

It is very clear that in the past the Holy Spirit has directed His servants,
people who are instruments in God’s hand, in carrying forward the
work of salvation. All have their parts to play, and to all are given the
information adapted to their own time, to accomplish the work they
have been given to do. But no one person, no matter how honoured
by heaven, has ever been made to fully understand the great plan of
redemption, or even to fully appreciate the divine purpose in their
own work. No one fully understands what God is accomplishing by
the work He gives them to do.

Even the greatest of the prophets who were given special light by the
Holy Spirit, did not realise the full meaning of the messages they
were impressed to write. This only became apparent as time went by
and the Holy Spirit unfolded the meaning of the Bible messages to
God’s people as they needed the instruction. Even so, just as the
prophets who wrote the scriptures did their best to understand what
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was shown them (1 Peter 1:10-12), so we need to do our best, with
much prayer to God for understanding, to learn what God has put in
the scriptures for us.

Frequently the minds of even the most sincere people are so blinded by
human traditions that they do not really understand what they read in
the Bible. For example, the Jewish understanding of the role of the
Messiah made it virtually impossible for the disciples of Jesus to
understand what was going to happen to Him. They thought He was
going to become a king who would drive out the Romans from
Palestine and rule over the whole world. When He began to preach, the
message He gave was, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is
at hand.” (Mark 1: 15) When Christ sent out his disciples, He told them
to preach, “The kingdom of God has come near to you.” (Luke 10:9)
They didn’t understand the difference between the Kingdom of Grace
and the Kingdom of Glory, because the Jews had concentrated so
much on the Old Testament statements about the role of the Messiah
when He comes in glory. The prophecies, such as those made by Isaiah
(Isaiah 53) about the role of the Messiah in dying for sinners were
overlooked entirely. The disciples did not understand it was the
Kingdom of Grace which was established at the first advent, and the
Kingdom of Glory which is to be established at the second advent.

Because the disciples expected to see Christ take the throne of David,
they were devastated to see Him hanging on the cross. While He lay in
the tomb they felt totally without hope. Their disappointment knew no
bounds. Even when they first heard he had risen from the dead, they
did not believe the news. And all because even they themselves didn’t
understand the message they had been given to preach.

Just as those who preached the “gospel of the kingdom” at the first
advent of Christ were disappointed because they were mistaken about
the kingdom to be set up at the end of the seventy weeks prophecy, so
Miller and his associates, and the Adventists who followed them, were
disappointed because they were mistaken about the event to take
place at the end of the 2300-days prophecy. In both cases it was an
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adherence to popular errors that blinded their minds to the truth.
Both groups fulfilled the will of God by delivering the message He
wanted them to give, and both, because they did not fully understand
the message they gave, suffered disappointment.

Yet God achieved His own good purpose in permitting the warning of
the coming judgement to be given just as it was. An important point
had been reached in the history of the church, and in God’s
providence the people were brought to the test of a definite time in
order to reveal to them what was in their hearts. The message was
designed to test and purify the church. Were they ready to renounce
their worldly hopes and ambitions and welcome with joy the advent of
their Lord?

Though the disappointment was the result of the believers’ own
misunderstanding of the message they gave, it was to be overruled for
good. Would they rashly cast away their confidence in God’s word, or
would they in prayer and humility attempt to understand where they
had failed in their interpretation of the prophecy? This test revealed
the strength of those who in faith had obeyed what they believed to be
the teaching of the scriptures and the Spirit of God. It would teach
them the danger of assuming something without checking everything
carefully from the scriptures. They would be led to a closer study of
the Bible.

The two disciples on the road to Emmaus felt their hearts burn
within them as Christ explained the prophecies of the Old Testament
about Himself, and the things they could not understand were made
clear to them. In the same way the believers in the second advent in
1844, by further Bible study and prayer, came to understand the
truth of God’s word on which to base their faith in Bible prophecy,
and the love of God that could carry them through the time of trial
and disappointment.
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A great religious movement preaching Christ’s soon coming is
foretold in the message of the first angel of Revelation 14. This angel is
seen flying “in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach to those who dwell on the earth – to every nation, tribe,
tongue and people . . . ”. His message, shouted in a loud voice, is

“Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgement has
come; and worship Him who made heaven and Earth, the sea and
springs of water.” (Revelation 14:6,7)

It is significant that this message is said to be delivered by an angel,
indicating that God considers this to be a very important message
attended by great power and heavenly glory. And the angel’s flight in
the midst of heaven, the loud voice used in delivering the message,
and its direction to every person on Earth, give evidence that this
message is to go rapidly, is of great importance, and the movement
carrying it is to be world-wide in extent.

This message is part of the everlasting gospel, and it announces the
beginning of the judgement. The message of salvation has been
preached in all ages, but this message is a part of the gospel which
could be preached only in the last days, because only then would it be
true that the hour of judgement had come. The prophecies of Daniel
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foretell a succession of events leading to the opening of the
judgement, but Gabriel told Daniel (Daniel 8:26 and 12:9) the vision
was to be sealed because it refers to the time of the end (“many days
in the future”). Not until we reach this time could a message
concerning judgement be preached, because it was only then that the
prophecies about the judgement would be fulfilled. Daniel says at the
time of the end “many shall run to and fro [the gospel shall be widely
preached], and knowledge [of the prophecies] shall increase.”
(Daniel 12:4)

The apostle Paul warned the church not to look for the coming of
Christ in his day (2 Thessalonians 2:3) because the apostasy and the
1260 years of the reign of “the man of lawlessness” (NLT) (the
papacy), foretold in prophecy, must come first. Thus Paul covers with
caution the whole of the period down to 1798. It is only after this time
that the message of Christ’s second coming is to be preached. The
Reformers, such as Luther and Calvin did not preach the second
advent; in fact, Luther placed the judgement about three hundred
years in the future from his time.

Just as the great Reformation of the sixteenth century appeared in
many different countries in Europe at about the same time, so the
movement to preach the second coming of Christ began in both
Europe and America, in widely different centres, during the first part
of the nineteenth century. In different lands there were isolated
bodies of believers who, solely by the study of the Scriptures, arrived
at the belief that the Saviour’s advent was near.

In 1821, three years after William Miller arrived at his conclusion that
Christ would return about 1844, Dr Joseph Wolff began to preach the
Lord’s soon coming. Wolff was born into a Hebrew family in Germany,
his father being a Jewish Rabbi. Early in life young Joseph was led to
study the prophecy of Isaiah 53, and at the age of eleven he left 
home, supporting himself by teaching Hebrew, and studying himself
into the Christian faith. He first joined the Catholic faith, but after
seeing the abuses in that church, he joined the Church of England.
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Wolff believed in the soon coming of the Lord, having studied the
prophecies independently of Miller but having arrived at a similar
conclusion as to the time pointed out in prophecy. He believed most
Christian churches had turned away from the plain teachings of
Scripture. He travelled widely in Europe, Africa, the Middle East, Asia
(including India), and America, where he delivered a lecture in the
Congress Hall to all the members of Congress plus other political and
religious leaders of the United States. He faced many dangers in his
travels, especially in the Middle and Far East, but he never asked for
protection from any government, relying solely on God, and His word.

As early as 1826 the advent message began to be preached in England.
Mourant Brock, an English writer, stated about seven hundred
ministers of the Church of England were preaching “this gospel of the
kingdom”, and the belief that the Lord’s coming would be in 1844 was
also preached in Britain. Advent publications from America were also
circulated there. In 1842 an Englishman, Robert Winter, who received
the faith in America, returned to his homeland to spread the message,
where he was assisted by others in various parts of the country.

In South America, a Spanish Jesuit priest learned the truth of
Christ’s soon return from his study of the scriptures and published
his views under the assumed name of “Rabbi Ben-Ezra” purporting
to be a converted Jew. His book found its way to London about
1825, was translated into English and served to deepen interest in
the second coming.

In Germany, Bengel, a Lutheran minister in the eighteenth century,
came to understand the prophecies about the second coming, and
after serious study, arrived at a time not far from that afterwards held
by Miller. Bengel’s writings spread throughout Europe, and in his own
state of Wurttemberg they were favourably received. Some German
believers took their faith to Russia where they formed German
colonies, and maintained their faith in Christ’s return.

Gaussen in Switzerland also taught his belief in the soon coming of
Jesus to the children and published his lessons in French for the
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French-speaking people. Despite being one of the best loved
preachers in the French language, he was suspended from the
ministry for using the Bible instead of the church’s catechism.

In Scandinavia the advent message was preached but was opposed by
the clergy. It is clear that God wanted the truth of the second advent
to be preached in Scandinavia, because when the preachers were
silenced, He put His Spirit on the children and widespread interest
was generated by the child preachers.

To William Miller and his associates was given the task of preaching the
warning in America, and their writings were carried to distant lands.
They preached the message of the everlasting gospel: “Fear God and
give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgement has come.” The
prophecies seemed to point to the coming of Christ in the (northern)
spring of 1844, and many people seriously believed this teaching.
Many people left their usual occupations and helped spread the
message. Though opposed by Satan, many thousands accepted the
truth of the advent.

All classes flocked to the Adventist meetings, and the Lord held the
spirit of opposition in check while the preachers explained the
reasons for their faith. The preaching of a definite time aroused the
most serious opposition. The critics quoted the words of Jesus that
no-one knew the day or hour of His coming (Matthew 24:36). But
Jesus gave the signs of His coming and warned us to watch so His
return would not come upon us unprepared (Matthew 24:42-44;
Revelation 3:3). Those preaching the advent message made it clear
from scripture that we are given no excuse for remaining in ignorance
concerning the nearness of Christ’s coming.

Many believers were persecuted by their unbelieving associates. A
number were cut off from fellowship in their churches, but when
there was general rejection of the message by the churches, angels
turned away in sadness.
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Sincere believers carefully examined their hearts to see they were
ready to meet their Lord. For some weeks before the expected time,
many believers laid aside their ordinary work to make time for
preparation to meet their Lord.

But God allowed things to develop in a way that tested his people.
God’s hand covered an error that even the opponents of the message
did not see. The time in the (northern) spring of 1844 passed when
Christ was expected to come, and the believers were bitterly
disappointed. But God was allowing a test. Those who professed to
believe only out of fear, acknowledged that they had not really
believed anyway, so were not really disappointed.

But those who were sincerely disappointed were looked on with love
and sympathy by Jesus and the holy angels. The heavenly beings were
close to them to help them in their disappointment and protect them
from Satan’s discouraging influences.
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In preaching the doctrine of the second advent, William Miller
and his associates had been motivated by only one objective: to
arouse people to prepare for the judgement. They wanted to awaken
those who professed to be Christians to their need for a deeper
experience with Christ, and to arouse the unconverted to see their
need of immediate repentance and conversion to God. They made no
attempt to convert people to any particular sect or denomination,
and preached to everyone, no matter what church they belonged to,
or even if they didn’t belong to any church, and they did not interfere
in any aspect of the church organisation or discipline of their
followers. Miller had no intention of establishing any new church and
believed that his preaching would benefit all churches. Most of those
who were converted by the advent preachers united with the various
existing churches.

Thus, for a time his work was looked on favourably by the churches.
But as ministers and religious leaders decided against the advent
doctrine, especially after Christ had not come by the spring of 1844,
there was a move by most churches to deny their members the
freedom to attend meetings where the second advent was preached.
Though the advent believers loved their churches, they felt loyalty to
God demanded they continue investigating the prophecies, so they
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decided they had no alternative but to separate from their former
churches. In the (northern) summer of 1844 about fifty thousand
withdrew from their churches.

As noted in the previous chapter, the failure of Christ to come by the
end of (the northern) spring, 1844, led to perplexity and confusion
among the believers in the advent preaching. However, most believed
that some misunderstanding in interpreting the prophecies was the
cause of the problem, and they continued to search the Bible for a
solution to their dilemma.

The rejection of the advent message by most of the churches had a
serious effect on the spirituality of those organisations. They seemed
to fall into a spiritual malaise which was noted by many observers of
the time. In the period after the first advent God did not cut off the
Jewish nation from the blessings of salvation, but those who rejected
the truth lost all desire for the gift of Heaven. In the same way, when
the churches rejected the message of the advent preachers in 1844,
their people seemed to lose interest in spiritual things. Those who
deliberately stifle their convictions of duty because it interferes with
their worldly desires will finally lose the power to distinguish between
truth and error.

The first angel’s message of Revelation 14, announcing the hour of
God’s judgement and calling upon people to fear and worship Him,
was designed to separate the professed people of God from the world
and arouse them to see their true condition of worldliness. Had they
responded positively to the message, the churches would have been
blessed. But they did not accept the message, and it revealed all too
clearly how great was the number who loved the world rather than
Christ. It was this rejection of truth that caused the spiritual death
existing in the churches in 1844.

In Revelation 14, the first angel was followed by a second who cried
out, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made
all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.”
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(Revelation 14:8) The name “Babylon” (from Babel – confusion) is
used in scripture to refer to false or apostate religions. In Revelation
17 Babylon is represented as an immoral woman. (The Bible uses a
woman to represent a church; a good woman means a pure church,
and an immoral woman an apostate church)

The woman (Babylon) in Revelation 17 is described as “arrayed in
purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and
pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the
filthiness of her fornication. And on her forehead a name was written:
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND
THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” (verses 4,5) The prophet
goes on to say, “I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints
and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.” (verse 6) The chapter
concludes with the statement that the woman, Babylon, is “that great
city which reigns over the kings of the earth.” (verse 18)

The power that for so many centuries was the ruler over the kings
and princes of Europe is Rome, and the prophecy accurately
describes her opulence and her cruelty. It was by rejecting the Lord
and allying with the heathen that the Jewish church became a harlot,
and Rome, by pursuing the support of secular powers, corrupted
herself in the same way.

Babylon is called “the mother of harlots,” so her daughters must be
the churches that follow her doctrines and traditions and ally
themselves with the world.

The message of the second angel of Revelation 14, announcing the
fall of Babylon, must apply to churches that were once pure, but
have become corrupt. And since the second message follows the first,
announcing the judgement, it must be given in the last days. The
church of Rome has been in a fallen condition for many centuries, so
this message cannot be primarily directed at Rome, but must refer to
the daughter churches which still cling to some of Rome’s traditions.
Furthermore, in Revelation 18:4, we read of an angel who offers the
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last opportunity for God’s people to come out of Babylon, implying
that many of God’s people must still be in the fallen churches of
Babylon during the time when the second angel’s message is being
preached. Thus the process of falling announced by the second angel
must be a continuing one, beginning with a major decline around the
time when the second advent was being preached by Miller and his
associates, and continuing through to the final fall as proclaimed in
Revelation 18:2.

Many of the Protestant churches – the major state churches, as well as
the many denominations that have grown out of them - are following
Rome’s example in being connected to the kings of Earth. They claim
to get their doctrines from the Bible, while they follow conflicting
creeds and traditions not found in the scriptures. So these bodies
must be in various stages of falling.

The great sin of Babylon is that she “made all nations drink of the
wine of the wrath of her fornication.” This intoxicating cup which
she presents to the world represents the false doctrines she has
accepted as a result of her unlawful connection with the great
ones of Earth.

The second angel’s message was first preached in the (northern)
summer of 1844, and it then applied more directly to the churches of
the United States where the warning of the judgement had been most
widely preached and most generally rejected, and where the decline
of the churches had been most rapid. But, as noted above, the falling
of the churches constituting Babylon continues until these
institutions reach the stage of being “a dwelling place of demons, a
prison for every foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated
bird!” (Revelation 18:2) Then God’s final call goes out, and the last of
God’s people leave these ‘Babylon’ churches and take refuge with

“those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.”
(Revelation 14:12)
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When the Lord did not come as expected in the (northern) spring of
1844 those who had been looking in faith for His appearing were at
first filled with doubt and uncertainty. Though unbelievers regarded
them as having been utterly defeated and deluded, they continued to
search the prophecies of scripture for some clue as to what had
caused their disappointment. They had seen signs clearly indicating
the nearness of Christ’s coming, and the blessing of God in the revival
of spiritual life among Christians convinced them the message was
from the Lord. Though they could not explain why Christ had not
come as expected, most felt assured that God had been leading them
in their experience.

Among the prophecies which they believed related to the second
advent were passages indicating they should wait patiently for the
situation to be made plain. Among these prophecies was Habakkuk
2:2-4: “Then the Lord answered me and said: ‘Write the vision and
make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it. For the vision is
yet for an appointed time; but at the end it will speak, and it will not
lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not
tarry. . . . But the just shall live by his faith.’” This passage clearly
indicates some kind of delay and implies that the faith of the believers
who wait patiently will see them through.
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In Ezekiel 12:21-25,27,28 we read, “The word of the LORD came to
me, saying, “. . . What is this proverb . . .which says, ‘The days are
prolonged and every vision fails.’ Tell them therefore, ‘Thus says the
Lord GOD: ‘I will lay this proverb to rest, and they shall no more use it
as a proverb in Israel.’ But say to them, ‘The days are at hand, and the
fulfillment of every vision. . . . I speak, and the word which I speak will
come to pass; it will no more be postponed;’ . . . the house of Israel is
saying, ‘The vision that he sees is for many days from now, and he
prophesies of times far off.’ Therefore say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord
GOD: None of My words will be postponed any more, but the word
which I speak will be done,’ says the Lord GOD.”

These passages of scripture helped the believers’ faith not to fail, as
they seemed to indicate God had foreseen there would be an apparent
delay in the fulfillment of the prophecy.

The believers’ attention was also directed to the parable of the ten
virgins (or bridesmaids) in Matthew 25, in which Jesus likened the
kingdom of heaven to ten bridesmaids who were waiting for the
bridegroom to come for the wedding. In the parable there was a delay
in the coming of the bridegroom (Matthew 25: 5) and all the girls fell
asleep. At midnight, when the bridegroom came, they all awoke. The
advent believers understood the coming of the bridegroom in the
parable to represent the coming of Christ, as announced by the first
angel of Revelation 14. They believed the delay in the coming of the
bridegroom in the parable to represent Christ not coming in the
(northern) spring of 1844. They also believed the foolish girls who had
no oil (the enlightening power of the Holy Spirit) represented those
who had abandoned their faith when Christ did not come as expected,
while the wise were those whose faith was based on the word of God
and did not fail.

As the (northern) spring passed, Satan attempted to destroy the work
of God by creating fanaticism among some professed believers in the
advent. They rejected the Bible as the one infallible guide, and
claimed to be led by the Spirit, giving themselves up to the control of
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their own feelings, and imaginations. Most of the Adventists had no
sympathy with these fanatics, but they (the fanatics) served to bring
the advent movement into disrepute. Of course, a few fanatics among
the Adventists is no reason to believe the movement was not of God.
Satan used the same tactic in the time of Paul and in Luther’s time. It
was not the preaching of the second advent that caused fanaticism,
but the confusion coming in the early summer of 1844 when the
Adventists were in a state of perplexity. However, in mid-summer the
study of scripture and history led the believers to understand that the
starting point of the 2300-day prophecy was in the autumn of 457 BC,
not the spring, as had first been thought, as it was in the autumn that
the decree of Artaxerxes had gone into effect. The believers now
gained heart again and began to enthusiastically spread the word that
the coming of the Lord would be in the (northern) autumn. This
movement became known as the “midnight cry” (from the analogy of
the parable of the ten virgins in which, after the delay, at midnight the
cry went out that the bridegroom was coming). This “midnight cry”
galvanised the believers into action, and the fanaticism died away.
Furthermore, it was noted that the “cleansing of the sanctuary” in the
Old Testament symbolic services occurred on the Day of Atonement,
which in 1844 fell on 22 October. Since the prophecy in Daniel 8:14
predicted that the end of the 2300-day period would be marked by the
cleansing of the sanctuary, the Adventist leaders believed this was the
date on which Christ could be expected to appear.

The movement promoting this new understanding spread like a tidal
wave across the land. People searched their hearts to be sure they
were ready for the Lord to appear on 22 October, 1844. Many who
had formerly been leaders in the advent preaching were the last to
accept this new date, and the churches generally rejected this
message, causing a large number of those who accepted the new
teaching to withdraw from their churches. Those who lived through
this experience felt it was accompanied by the most convincing
evidence of the presence of God’s Spirit.
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But again the believers were destined to disappointment. October 22
came and went, with no sign of the expected Lord. This time the
disappointment was profound, with many abandoning their faith, and
scoffers heaping ridicule on the whole idea of the near return of Christ.

But many did not abandon their faith. They had seen so much
evidence of God’s leading that they clung to their trust in God and
believed he would lead them to an understanding of what to do. They
remembered that the disciples of Christ, at the time of his crucifixion
had also been terribly disappointed. They had shouted his praises as
He rode in triumph into Jerusalem, only to see Him dying on the cross
a few days later. Only after the resurrection could they begin to see
God’s purposes working out according to prophecy (Acts 17:3).

Had the disciples known that Jesus would die on the cross, they
would not have fulfilled prophecy (Zechariah 9:9) by shouting
Hosannas as He rode into Jerusalem. In the same way, the advent
believers would not have preached the second coming with
enthusiasm, and they would not have preached the first and second
angels’ messages had they known that Jesus would not appear on
October 22, 1844.

The world had been watching, expecting that if Christ did not appear,
the whole system of Adventism would collapse. But while many did
give up their faith, others stood firm, seeing God’s hand in all that had
happened over the years the message had been preached. They
compared their message with that of Jonah, who foretold an event that
did not happen because the Ninevites responded to the warning. Just
as God extended the probation of the Ninevites, so the Adventists
believed God was testing His people to see whether they would
remain firm in their faith.

God did not forsake His faithful ones who clung to their faith. They
gathered courage from the words found in Hebrews 10:35-39
promising salvation as the reward of those who wait patiently for the
fulfillment of God’s promises.



PROPHECIES FULFILLED

125

As the bright light of the “midnight cry” had shone upon the pathway
of the advent believers, and they had seen the prophecies unsealed,
and the rapidly fulfilling signs telling Christ’s coming was near, they
had walked by sight. But now, filled with disappointed hopes, they
had nothing but their faith to rely upon. Indeed, they now had to walk
by faith alone (Hebrews 10:38).

The only safe course for these faithful ones was to value the light they
had already received from God, hold tightly to His promises, and
continue to search the scriptures for further light.
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The Bible statement, “For two thousand and three hundred days;
then the sanctuary shall be cleansed” (Daniel 8:14), was the
foundation on which the advent faith was built, and it was the pivotal
text around which Miller’s conclusions were centred. These prophetic
days had been shown to terminate in the (northern) autumn of 1844.
However, when William Miller studied the verse to ascertain what was
to happen at the end of the period, he made an assumption that was
not based on Bible teaching, but on a widely-held view current in the
Christian churches of his time – that Earth, or some part of it, was the
sanctuary. This assumption led him to the conclusion that the
cleansing of the sanctuary was the purification of Earth by fire at the
second advent. Based on this assumption, Miller believed that Christ
would return to Earth in 1844. The view that Earth was the sanctuary
must have been very widely held at the time, as even Miller’s strongest
opponents do not appear to have made a major issue of this point.

When the predicted time passed and the Lord had not come, the true
believers knew God’s word could not fail, so the fault must lie in their
interpretation of the prophecy. Many rashly solved the problem by
denying that the 2300 days ended in 1844. They reasoned that if the
prophetic days had ended in 1844, Christ would have come. He hadn’t
come, so the date was wrong. They didn’t question the assumption
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that the sanctuary is the Earth. To abandon the 1844 date required
them to discard the whole system of reckoning of the prophetic
periods from 457 BC, through to the end of the seventy weeks,
despite the accurate fulfillment by observable events in history of
those prophetic periods through to 34 AD when the time especially
allocated for the Jews ended.

But God had led His people in the great advent movement, and He
would not permit it to end in disappointment and leave His word
involved in doubt and uncertainty. Though many abandoned their
former reckoning of the prophetic periods and denied the correctness
of the advent movement, others were unwilling to renounce their faith
and experience based on the scriptures and the Spirit of God. With
earnest prayer they continued to study the Bible to discover their
mistake. As they could find no error in their reckoning of the time
periods, they turned their attention to the subject of the sanctuary.

As these advent believers searched the Bible they found no evidence
for the earth ever being referred to as the sanctuary. However, they
did find a full explanation of the sanctuary in the Old Testament, and a
clear account of the significance of the sanctuary in the letter of Paul
to the Hebrews. Paul writes that the covenant which God made with
Israel was associated with a sanctuary and its services. He briefly
describes the sanctuary God instructed Moses to make at Sinai,
consisting of the first apartment containing the candlesticks and table
of shewbread and the most holy place, containing the sacred ark.

This sanctuary made in the wilderness was a portable version for use
while Israel was on the way to Canaan, but after the nation was settled
in the promised land, God gave David the plans for a permanent
structure laid out in a similar fashion. This building was known as
Solomon’s temple, and existed until the Babylonian captivity, during
which time it lay in ruins, and was then rebuilt, and was in existence
until destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD.

The sanctuary was laid out with an outer courtyard which contained
the altar of burnt offering and a large bowl of water for washing (the
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laver), and the building itself consisting of two apartments, the holy
and most holy places, separated by a beautifully embroidered curtain
or veil. A similar veil closed the entrance to the first apartment, the
holy place, which opened to the east. On the south side of the holy
place was a seven-branched candlestick, giving continuous light, a
table of shewbread on the north side, and in front of the veil
separating the two apartments was the golden altar of incense from
which the cloud of fragrance, representing the prayers of Israel, daily
ascended before God.

In the centre of the most holy place stood the ark, a gold-covered
wooden chest in which were placed the stone tablets on which God
had inscribed the law of the Ten Commandments. The cover of the ark
was the mercy seat, a solid gold piece to which were attached two
golden cherubim, one at each end of the mercy seat. In this apartment
the divine presence was visible as a cloud of glory between the
cherubim.

This sanctuary (or later, temple) is the sanctuary which Paul says is
associated with the first covenant (made with Israel at Sinai). But if
there is a sanctuary associated with the first covenant, then where is
the sanctuary associated with the new covenant? The answer is 
brought to view in the book of Hebrews, where Paul discusses the
significance of the sanctuary and its services, and this information is
what the advent believers came to understand when they looked into
the issue of the sanctuary.

The believers turned to Hebrews 8:1,2 and read, “Now this is the main
point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is
seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a
Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord
erected, and not man.” Here is revealed the sanctuary of the new
covenant. The sanctuary of the old covenant was built by Moses and
the services were led by a human high priest. But the sanctuary of the
new covenant was built in heaven by God and our great High Priest,
Jesus Christ, sits at the right hand of God. One sanctuary was on earth,
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and the other is in heaven.

The earthly tabernacle, or sanctuary, was built according to the plans
given to Moses by God, and was designed as an earthly copy of the
true tabernacle in heaven. Paul says, “Christ has not entered the holy
places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.” (Hebrews 9:24)
He further reminds us that Moses built the tabernacle on Earth
according to the pattern given him by God, based on the heavenly
tabernacle (Hebrews 8:5). So the sanctuary in heaven, in which Jesus
ministers for us, is the great original, of which the sanctuary made by
Moses was a copy.

Of course, the sanctuary in heaven in which God sits on His throne
attended by millions of heavenly beings (Daniel 7:10) is far beyond
our comprehension, and the earthly sanctuary is but a very dim
representation of the heavenly glory. Nevertheless, the design given to
Moses includes all that is necessary to provide the basis for the
ceremonial services that teach the truths of the plan of salvation.

The ark, containing the law of God, is covered by the mercy seat,
before which Christ pleads His blood on the sinner’s behalf. Thus is
represented the union of justice and mercy in the plan of redemption,
and illustrates that all the glory for the redemption of the fallen
human race belongs to Christ (Revelation 1:5,6).

Their study led the advent believers to discover the truth about the
sanctuary, and the fact that the true sanctuary is in heaven. Since the
2300-day prophecy extended into the Christian dispensation, long
after the earthly sanctuary had ceased to exist, they concluded that the
prophecy, “For two thousand three hundred days; then the sanctuary
shall be cleansed,” obviously points to the sanctuary in heaven.

The next question to be answered was, “What is the cleansing of
the sanctuary?”

The earthly sanctuary (temple) was divided into two rooms. In the
holy place were carried on the ceremonies that represented the on-
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going day-by-day aspects throughout history of God’s great plan of
salvation. These included the way sin is handled when God’s people
repent and seek forgiveness. Forgiveness is only possible because of
the shed blood of Jesus, so in the sanctuary ceremonies the sinner
brought a lamb (or other animal) which was sacrificed to remind the
sinner that Jesus was to die for our sin. The priest then took some of
the blood and sprinkled it before the veil, behind which was the ark
containing the law which the sinner had broken. In some cases the
priest ate the flesh of the sacrifice, taking on himself the sin which he
took into the sanctuary. Day by day throughout the year the
uncleanness of the people built up in the holy place.

The second room, or apartment, in the sanctuary related to an aspect
of the plan of salvation that occurred only once in the whole of
salvation history. This aspect was the Day of Atonement, which
represented the final disposition of sin and the culmination of the
plan of salvation. It was this ceremony which the advent believers
came to realize was the type or symbol representing the cleansing of
the sanctuary to which the 2300-day prophecy pointed.

Throughout the year the sins that had been confessed by the people
built up in the sanctuary, and on the Day of Atonement the high priest
after making a sacrifice for his own sins, took an offering of two goats
from the people. Lots were cast to choose which goat would be “the
Lord’s goat” and which would be “the scapegoat” (Leviticus 16:7,8).
The Lord’s goat was sacrificed, and its blood was taken by the high
priest into the most holy place and sprinkled on the mercy seat,
directly above the law, to satisfy the claims of the law. Then, in his role
as mediator, the high priest took the accumulated sins upon himself as
he left the sanctuary. He then placed his hands on the head of the
scapegoat and confessed the sins, transferring them from himself to
the goat. Finally, the scapegoat was taken out into the wilderness and
the sins were regarded as forever separated from the people.

After Christ sacrificed Himself on Calvary and rose from the dead, He
took on Himself the role of our High Priest, appearing in the presence
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of God for us (Hebrews 9:24). For eighteen centuries He has acted as
our High Priest, prefigured in the sanctuary ceremonies by the daily
ministration in the sanctuary. Then, in 1844 He began the work
prefigured by the Day of Atonement. But the cleansing of the
sanctuary and the final removal of sin must include an investigation to
determine who, through repentance of sin and faith in Christ, are
entitled to the benefits of His atonement. The cleansing of the
sanctuary therefore involves a work of investigation, for at the end of
the cleansing process it must be clear whose sins have been removed
and forever separated from the repentant sinner. When Christ returns
the second time, He comes to claim His own so the decision as to who
are His own must already have been made at that point.

Just as the high priest finally confessed the sins of the people on the
head of the scapegoat, so Jesus, who has borne our sins and died for
us, will in the culmination of the great plan of redemption, hold Satan
responsible for the evil he has caused in the universe, and he will be
thrown into the lake of fire.
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The subject of the sanctuary was the key that unlocked the mystery
of the 1844 disappointment. It explained why Christ had not come to
the earth at the end of the 2300-day period. Furthermore, it gave the
believers courage to know that their great High Priest had begun His
work of cleansing the sanctuary in preparation for the final
disposition of sin. It affirmed the message they had given was part of
God’s plan to prepare a people to meet Him when He comes to Earth
the second time.

What had happened at the end of the 2300-day (year) prophecy was
the event described in Daniel 7:9-13, in the following words: “I
watched till the thrones were put in place and the Ancient of days was
seated; . . . The court was seated and the books were opened. . . . I
was watching . . . One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of
heaven! He came to the Ancient of days, and they brought Him near
before Him.”

Here we see Christ coming to His father in the setting of a court in
session in heaven, not as a king to the Earth. The advent believers had
been mistaken, not about the time of the end of the 2300 days, but
about the event to take place at that time.

24 IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES
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The coming of Christ as our High Priest to the most holy place for the
cleansing of the sanctuary (Daniel 8:14), and the coming of the Son
of Man to the Ancient of Days (Daniel 7:13) are the same event, and it
is also represented by the coming of the bridegroom to the marriage
in the parable of the ten virgins (bridesmaids) told by Jesus in
Matthew 25.

In the (northern) summer and autumn of 1844 the announcement,
“Behold, the bridegroom is coming,” was made. The two classes
represented by the wise and the foolish virgins then developed – one
class, the wise, looked with joy to the Lord’s appearing and had been
diligently preparing to meet Him; the other class, the foolish,
influenced by fear, had been satisfied with knowing about the truth,
but had not been convicted in their hearts by the grace of God. In the
parable, the marriage represents the reception by Christ of His
kingdom, but since that happened in heaven (Daniel 7:13) the virgins
in the parable who “went in with him to the wedding” must have done
so by faith, because the believers in 1844 were not present in heaven
as Christ received His kingdom.

Jesus made it clear in the parable of the wedding feast (for the king’s
son) in Matthew 22:1-14 that before the feast the king examined the
guests to determine who was wearing the wedding garment supplied
by the king. The wedding garment represents the righteousness of
Christ, which is the qualification for entry to the wedding feast of the
Lamb. This parable teaches there is an investigation before the
wedding feast of the Lamb, to determine who will be allowed to take
part. Those found faithful will wait for their master when he will
return from the wedding (Luke 12:36)1. The advent believers took all
this to mean that those who were faithful after 1844 should continue
to wait for the return of the master from the wedding at the Second
Advent, and in the meantime, the examination of the lives of those 
Professing to be God’s people would take place in heaven.

For a short while this understanding led the believers to think the
door of salvation was shut for those who had not accepted the 1844
1 See page 136
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movement, as the parable says for the foolish virgins the door to the
wedding was shut (Matthew 25:10). They recalled when Christ had
been rejected by the Jews, He said, “Your house is left to you
desolate.” (Matthew 23:38) They took this to mean that for the Jews as
a nation, who continued to reject the salvation offered by Christ, the
time of probation was over. In Noah’s day, the door of mercy closed
for sinners when God shut the door to the ark, and in Sodom the day
of mercy closed when Lot left the city. 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 is a
warning to those “who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness.” All these scriptures teach that humans cannot reject
God’s warnings without serious, often fatal, consequences.

But then they discovered the Bible teaches that although the door was
shut for those who refused to listen to truth and did not prepare for
the coming of the bridegroom to the wedding, the ministry of Christ
in the most holy place provided another open door for those looking
for truth (Hebrews 10:19-23). The letter of Christ to the church of
Philadelphia, which was considered to represent the Christian church
in the nineteenth century (the age of missions), indicated God had set
before His people an open door that no one could shut (Revelation
3:8). The believers then concluded that while the door to Christ’s
ministry in the holy place was shut, the door to His new ministry in
the most holy place was open, so they should take the gospel to the
whole world.

Those who held firmly to their faith in God’s leading in the advent
movement waited and watched and prayed to know the will of God.
They saw that their great High Priest had begun another work of
ministration, and following Him in faith, they were led to see also the
work of the church in the closing days of earth’s history. They had a
clearer understanding of the first and second angels’ messages
(Revelation 14:6-8) and were prepared to receive and give to the
world the powerful warning of the third angel of Revelation 14:9-11.
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Endnote1: Based on the parables Jesus told about weddings, we can 
assume that in those times the custom was for weddings to involve 
two stages. First there was the formal wedding, whatever form that 
took, but this was followed by a wedding feast to which guests were 
invited. Apparently, while the formal wedding was taking place, those 
who were invited guests assembled at the banquet room or hall 
where the wedding feast was to take place (after the couple had been 
married). It would seem that there was some kind of checking of the 
invited guests which took place before the actual feast began. After 
this examination/selection, the bridegroom "returned from the 
wedding" to meet with his guests and his bride at the marriage 
supper. Sometimes, it appears that the guests waited outside the 
banquet room (as in the parable of the ten virgins), so that when the 
bridegroom returned from the wedding they all went together into 
the feast. According to the parable the door was closed to prevent 
anyone not approved from entering. 

Revelation 21:9-14 makes it clear that the Bride of the Lamb (Christ) 
is the Holy City, the New Jerusalem. (Later, in the Earth made New, 
those who inhabit the New Jerusalem, the saints of God, can also be 
called the bride).  In Daniel’s vision (Daniel 7:9,10) he saw a 
judgement in heaven taking place while the little horn was still 
speaking pompous words - verse 11. And in Daniel 7: 13,14 Daniel 
saw Christ coming to the Father to receive His kingdom. In the 
marriage analogy, Christ receiving His kingdom would be represented 
by the formal marriage, which took place in Heaven, not on Earth, so 
God's people on Earth would not know when this occurs. However, it 
must be after the decision has been made as to who are God’s 
people. After this, Christ returns to Earth at the Second Advent to take 
His guests, the saints, to the marriage feast in heaven.
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The law of God, the Ten Commandments, spoken amid the
thunders of Sinai and written with God’s own finger on stone tablets,
are the foundation of His government and guide all His dealings with
humanity.

“The temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant
was seen in His temple.” (Revelation 11:19) The ark of the covenant is
in the most holy place, the second apartment in the sanctuary
(temple). In the sanctuary or temple on Earth, the only time this
apartment was opened was when the high priest went in on the Day
of Atonement for the cleansing of the sanctuary. Therefore the verse
quoted above was understood by post-1844 advent believers to refer
to the Day of Atonement in heaven when in 1844 Jesus, our great High
Priest, entered the most holy place in heaven to begin His work of
cleansing the heavenly sanctuary while at the same time He continued
to plead His blood on behalf of sinners.

The ark in heaven contains the great original of God’s law, of which
the stone tablets in the earthly ark are an accurate copy made by God
Himself. We can read another accurate copy in the book of Exodus
written by Moses. When the believers after 1844, learned the sanctuary
doctrine and the importance of God’s law, they gained a better

25 GOD’S LAW UNCHANGEABLE
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understanding of Christ’s words when he declared, “Till heaven and
Earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the
law. . . ”. (Matthew 5:18) The law of God is a revelation of His will, a
written description of His character, and will last forever. Nothing in
the law has been changed. As the psalmist declares, “Forever, O Lord,
Your word is settled in heaven,” and, “All His precepts are sure. They
stand fast forever and ever.” (Psalms 119:89; 111:7,8)

At the heart of the Ten Commandments is the fourth, which states,
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labour
and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord
your God. In it you shall do no work; you, nor your son, nor your
daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your
cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. For in six days the
Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them,
and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath
day and hallowed it.” (Exodus 20:8-11)

Those who were studying God’s word after the disappointment of
1844 were impressed by God’s Spirit that they had ignorantly broken
the fourth commandment by disregarding the Creator’s rest day. They
began to examine the reasons for observing the first day of the week
instead of the day which God had sanctified. They could find no
evidence in the Bible that the fourth commandment had been
abolished or that the Sabbath had been changed. The blessing which
first hallowed the Sabbath had never been removed. They had been
honestly seeking to know God’s will, and now as they saw themselves
breaking God’s law they asked God to forgive them for what they had
been doing, and began to keep the seventh-day Sabbath to show their
loyalty to Him.

They faced bitter opposition from those who were unwilling to change
their lives, but it was clear to them that God was calling them to obey
His law. The message of the first angel in Revelation 14 called people
to worship the creator, and the three angels’ messages conclude by
pointing to a group of saints who accept the messages, describing
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them as “those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus.” (Revelation 14:12) Worshipping the Creator includes keeping
the seventh-day Sabbath, as this is the one commandment in the law
that points out the Creator. One cannot truly keep the
commandments of God while disregarding the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment.

In contrast to those who keep the commandments of God and have
the faith of Jesus, the third angel of Revelation 14 points to another
group who worship the beast and his image and receive his mark on
their foreheads or on their hands. Those in this group are warned that
they will receive the worst punishment spoken of anywhere in the
Bible (Revelation 14:10,11). To receive the mark of the beast is very
serious indeed, so we need to find out who the beast is, what is his
image, and what is his mark.

The line of prophecy in which these symbols appear begins in
Revelation 12, with the dragon that tried to destroy Christ at His
birth. The dragon is Satan (Revelation 12:9) who incited Herod to
attempt to kill the baby Jesus at birth. But the main power used by
Satan to make war on Christ and the Christian church during the first
centuries of the Christian era was the pagan Roman Empire. Thus, in
the prophecy, while the dragon primarily represents Satan, it also
represents pagan Rome.

In Revelation 13:1-10, an important beast is introduced. This one
comes up out of the sea (the sea represents populated parts of Earth –
Revelation 17:15) It looks like a leopard with seven heads and ten
crowned horns and with bear’s feet and a lion’s mouth. The dragon
gave this beast his power, seat, and great authority. Most Protestants
have believed that this beast represents the papacy which took over
the power, seat, and authority of the old Roman Empire. The
prophecy goes on to say that one of the heads of this beast was
mortally wounded (that is, it appeared to be going to die), but it
didn’t die, it recovered and became so great that the world marvelled
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and followed it1. The world worshipped the dragon and the recovered
beast which spoke great blasphemies, made war with God’s people,
and overcame them. This beast then ruled over the whole world and
was worshipped by everyone except those whose names are in the
Book of Life. The similarities between this beast and the little horn of
Daniel 7 are so striking that Protestants have understood that both
represent the papacy.

The scene in Revelation 13 now changes, and the author sees another
beast. This one comes up out of the earth, not from the sea, meaning
that it arises from a sparsely-populated part of Earth. It has two horns
like a lamb. But speaks like a dragon. This beast emerges within a few
decades of 1798, because it supports the first beast after its wound
has been healed. It becomes very powerful, as it causes mankind to
worship the first beast, understood by those studying God’s word to be
the papacy.

For simplicity we shall from here onwards refer to the first beast as the
sea beast, and to the second beast as the land beast.

To identify the land beast we need to look, not in Europe, but to the
west of the Atlantic, where about the time of the papacy’s near-fatal
wound in 1798 a new nation was emerging in north America. The
beasts of Daniel, representing warring nations, were beasts of prey – a
lion, a bear, and a leopard – but this new nation is represented as
having horns like a lamb, implying that this nation will grow peacefully
to power.

There is one nation, and only one, that meets all the specifications of
the land beast, and that is the United States of America. It grew
relatively peacefully into power, with only a short war of independence,
and its two lamb-like horns fitly represent its twin characteristics of
Republicanism and Protestantism – political and religious freedom.

1 The apparently-fatal wound to the papacy occurred in 1798 when a French general, acting on
orders from Napoleon, took the pope prisoner and occupied the papal states. The pope died in
captivity a short time later, and many thought the papacy would not survive.
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The lamblike horns and the dragon voice of the land beast indicate
that there will be a major inconsistency between what it professes and
how it actually behaves. The “speaking” of a nation is the actions taken
by its legislative and judicial authorities. The prediction that the land
beast will speak as a dragon and exercise “all the authority of the first
beast” (Revelation 13:12) clearly foretells this land beast will develop
the same spirit of intolerance and persecution as was seen in the
dragon and the sea beast. The statement that this land beast “causes
the earth and those who dwell in it to worship the first beast” (verse
12) indicates that the United States will enforce some act of worship
which pays homage to the papacy.

This could only be done in flagrant violation of the principles of
freedom of religion enshrined in the United States constitution. The
prophecy continues, “And he [the land beast speaking as a dragon]
deceives those who dwell on the earth . . . telling . . .[them] to make
an image to the beast” (verse 14) who had recovered from his deadly
wound. This statement indicates the legislative authority of the US
government lies with the people, as it is they who make the image to
the sea beast (further proof that the land beast is indeed the US with
its democratic government).

But what is this “image to the beast”? and how is it to be made? The
image is made by the land beast and is an image to the sea beast (verse
14). It is also called an image of the sea beast (verse 15), so if we wish
to know what the image is like, and how it is to be formed, we need to
examine the sea beast itself, which represents the papacy.

When the early church became corrupted by departing from the
simplicity of the gospel and incorporating heathen customs in its
worship, she lost the Spirit and power of God and turned to secular
powers for support in controlling the consciences of the people.
The result was the papacy, a church that controlled the power of the
state and used it for her own purposes, especially for the
punishment of “heresy”. In order for the United States to form an
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image to the beast, the religious power must so control the civil
government that the authority of the state will be used by the church
to carry out her own purposes.

Whenever the church has been able to use secular power, she has used
it to punish those who refuse to accept her doctrines. Protestant
churches have followed in the steps of Rome in this respect, an
example being the persecution of non-conformists by the Church of
England during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.

Just as apostasy in the early church led to the development of the
papacy (2 Thessalonians 2:3,4), so apostasy in the churches of the
United States will lead to the making of the image to the beast. Paul
warns us that in the last days apostasy will be rife in the churches, with
every kind of evil being practised by those who have “a form of
godliness” (claiming to be Christians) but “denying its power.”
(2 Timothy 3:5) He further warns of the activity of evil spirits and of
devilish doctrines, and the context suggests that this will happen within
the church (1 Timothy 4:1). When this state of ungodliness prevails in
the churches, the same results will follow as in the early centuries.

Some may think that there are too many differences between the
various Protestant churches to allow any united action such as making
an image to the beast. But it must be remembered that there has
already been a movement towards unity among the Protestant
churches, based on the doctrines held in common. It is felt that
doctrines causing division and dissension can be put aside in
discussions of unity, no matter how important they may be, and the
unity being sought can be based on those doctrines upon which all
can agree.

When the leading churches in the United States, uniting upon such
doctrines as are held by them in common, influence the secular
government to enforce their decrees and support their institutions,
then Protestant America will have formed an image to the sea beast
and the infliction of civil penalties on dissenters will inevitably result.
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The land beast “causes [coerces] all, both small and great, rich and
poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their
foreheads, and . . . no one may buy or sell except one who has the
mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.”
(Revelation 13:16,17)

Now, remember that the third angel, in his message to the world,
warned of this very mark that the land beast forces on the whole
world. His message declared that “If anyone worships the beast and
his image, and received his mark on his forehead or on his hand, he
himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God.”
(Revelation 14:9,10)

As we can see, the image to the sea beast represents apostate
Protestantism that develops when the Protestant churches use civil
powers to enforce their demands. We have still to define the “mark of
the beast.”

After the third angel’s warning against the worship of the sea beast and
its image, the writer of Revelation makes a comment relating to God’s
people: “Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep
the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.” (Revelation 14:12)
Those who keep God’s commandments are here placed in contrast to
those who worship the beast and his image and receive his mark,
showing that the keeping of God’s law on the one hand, or its
violation on the other, will define the difference between the
worshipers of God and the worshipers of the beast.

The distinctive feature of the beast and his image (which represent the
papacy and fallen Protestantism) is the breaking or changing of God’s
commandments. Daniel the prophet, referring to this power (Daniel
7:25) declares that he will attempt to change God’s law. The apostle
Paul refers to this same power as “the man of Lawlessness (NLT)”, (2
Thessalonians 2:3) who exalts himself above God. To change one of
God’s commandments is the most obvious way to exalt oneself above
God. In effect the law-changer says, “Don’t do what God says; do what
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I say!” If one were to obey the pope instead of God one would be
giving allegiance to the papacy in the place of God.

In addition to other changes to the Ten Commandments, the papacy
has made an intentional and major change that strikes at the very
heart of God’s law, the change of the Sabbath from the seventh day of
the week to the first day. It is the Sabbath commandment that points
to the Lawmaker as the Creator of heaven and Earth, so this
commandment is Satan’s special target. God calls it His sign, signifying
that He is our God, who makes us holy (Ezekiel 20:12,20).

Many who claim to be Christians call Sunday “The Lord’s day”, but
Jesus said He is the Lord of the Sabbath, not Sunday (Mark 2:28).
Christ never changed the Sabbath, but declared, “Do not think that I
came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy
but to fulfil.” (Matthew 5:17,18)

Protestants generally admit that the scriptures give no authority for the
change of the Sabbath. Here is an example of their statements:

“Up to the time of Christ’s death no change had been made in the day;”
and, “so far as the record shows, they [the apostles] did not . . . give
any explicit command enjoining the abandonment of the seventh-day
Sabbath and its observance on the first day of the week.” A. E. Waffle,
The Lord’s Day, pages 186-188.

On the other hand, Roman Catholics freely acknowledge that the
change was made by them, and indeed, is a mark of their
ecclesiastical authority. Examples of references expressing their views
on the issue are:

“Sunday is our mark of authority . . . The church is above the Bible, and
this transference of Sabbath observance is proof of that fact.” The
Catholic Record, September 1, 1923.

“The observance of Sunday by the Protestants is an homage they pay, in
spite of themselves, to the authority of the [Catholic] Church.” Mgr.
Segur, Plain Talk About the Protestantism of Today, page 213.
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It can be plainly seen that the Catholic Church claims that the change
of the Sabbath to Sunday is the mark of their authority. It is therefore
logical to conclude that the keeping of Sunday instead of the seventh-
day Sabbath is the mark of the beast.

Should the United States government pass a law enforcing the keeping
of Sunday, that would be an enforcement of the worship of the beast
and his image.

But Christians in past generations kept Sunday, believing that in doing
so they were keeping the Bible Sabbath, and there are now Christians
in every church, including the Roman Catholic church, who honestly
believe that Sunday is the Bible Sabbath. God accepts their sincerity of
purpose. However when Sunday observance shall be enforced by law,
the world will come to understand the truth about the Bible Sabbath.
Then whoever shall continue to keep Sunday instead of the Bible
Sabbath, in obedience to the laws of man, will thereby honour the
pope above God, and will be worshiping the beast and his image. But
it is not until the issue is set before the people, and they are made to
choose between the commandments of God and the commandments
of men, that those who continue to keep Sunday will receive “the
mark of the beast”.

The message of the three angels flying in mid-heaven will command
the attention of the whole world, and will divide all Christendom into
two classes – those who keep the commandments of God, and those
who worship the beast and his image and receive his mark. Though
church and state will unite to coerce everyone to receive the “mark of
the beast”, yet the people of God will refuse to receive it.

Those who gain the victory over the beast and his image, refusing the
mark, will in the end stand on the sea of glass, singing the song of
Moses and the Lamb (Revelation 15:2-4).
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The prophet Isaiah foretells a work of Sabbath reform for all
nations. He writes: “Blessed is the man who does this, . . . who keeps
from defiling the Sabbath, and keeps his hand from doing any evil.”
(Isaiah 56:2) “Also the sons of the foreigner who join themselves to the
Lord, to serve Him, . . . Everyone who keeps from defiling the
Sabbath, and holds fast My covenant . . . For My house shall be called a
house of prayer for all nations.” (Isaiah 56:6,7) The blessing
pronounced on those who honour the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment extends past Christ’s first advent to the time when the
gospel message will be preached to all nations.

The same prophet says, “Bind up the testimony, seal the law among
My disciples.” (Isaiah 8:16) The seal of any legal document which
gives it the authority of law, is that feature which gives the name of
the lawmaker, his title, and the extent of his authority. These three
details are found only in the fourth commandment of God’s law –

“The LORD [name] made [title – the Creator] the heavens and the
earth [the extent of His Authority – Heaven and Earth].” When the
papal power changed the law of God, it removed the seal that
identifies the law-giver.

26 A WORK OF REFORM
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God’s law is the unerring rule by which all opinions, doctrines and
theories are to be tested, and the prophet Isaiah makes it clear that if
any teaching is proposed that does not agree with “the law and the
testimony”, it is not to be accepted because there is no light in it
(Isaiah 8:20). God reproves His people because they say they are
obeying Him, but in reality they are doing whatever pleases them and
are not keeping His law (Isaiah 58:1-9). Then God makes wonderful
promises to those who keep His commandments and outlines the
conditions for receiving His blessings (Isaiah 58:8-14). One of the key
conditions is that they keep His Sabbath (verse 13).

Adam kept the Sabbath in Eden, before he sinned, and he continued
to keep it when he repented of his sin and looked forward to the
coming Saviour. The Sabbath was kept by all the patriarchs from Abel,
through to Noah, Abraham and Jacob. But when Israel was enslaved in
Egypt they lost the knowledge of God’s law, so when the Lord
delivered Israel, he declared the law personally to them in grandeur at
Sinai. He intended for them to know His will and obey Him forever.

From that day to this, the knowledge of God’s law has been preserved
on Earth and the Sabbath of the fourth commandment has been kept.
The “man of lawlessness” succeeded in trampling on God’s law, but
even during the period of papal supremacy there were faithful
individuals hidden in secret places who honoured the Sabbath. And
since the Reformation, there have been some in every generation who
have maintained its observance.

The truth of the Sabbath, as part of “the everlasting gospel” will be
held by the church of Christ at the time of His second coming, for the
three angels’ messages generate a group who keep God’s
commandments and the faith of Jesus (Revelation 14:12).

Those who after 1844 learned the truths of the sanctuary and the need
to keep God’s law were overjoyed at what they had come to
understand and expected that the Christian world would receive the
light eagerly. But truths which place people at variance with the world
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were not welcomed by most people. Obedience to the fourth
commandment required a sacrifice which few were willing to make.

At every stage when God has new light for the world, the enemy is
ready with many reasons why people should not accept it. “It will
separate us from the rest of the Christian community”, or as in
Luther’s day, “How can such a small group be right when the whole
world believes differently.” Many argued, “Sunday has been observed
by the Christian church for centuries, so it must be right.” In reality
the Sabbath has much more ancient origins than Sunday, as it dates
from Creation (Genesis 2:2,3).

As the attention of people was called to the need for Sabbath reform,
ministers of many denominations attempted to twist the scriptures to
make them appear to support Sunday observance. But as people
looked into the Bible, they found no support for Sunday, and
relatively uneducated people who studied their Bibles were able to
show that the scriptures do not sanction any change of the Sabbath to
Sunday. God often uses those without formal theological education to
preach His truth because most of those who are so educated are not
open to receiving unpopular truth.

After the disappointment of October 22, 1844, the majority of
Adventists rejected the truths of the sanctuary and the Sabbath, and
many erstwhile believers also gave up their faith in the second advent.
Some went on to set date after date for the second coming, becoming
more and more desperate after each failure. While God allowed the
preaching of a set date by Miller and his associates in 1844 because it
aroused the world to the truth of the second advent, He does not
support continual date-setting after that time. It suits Satan’s purposes
to have definite times preached after 1844, as repeated
disappointments cast contempt on those who advocate these dates,
and also cast doubt on the 1844 movement.

Now, as in the past, the presentation of truth that reproves popular
sins and errors excites opposition ( John 3:20). And a common
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reaction by those reproved who cannot find support for their actions
in scripture, is to attack the one who points out their sin. For example,
Elijah was called the troubler of Israel by the wicked king Ahab
(1 Kings 18:17), Jeremiah was accused as a traitor ( Jeremiah 37:4),
and Paul was attacked as a polluter of the temple (Acts 24:6). Many
who are so sceptical that they will not believe unpalatable truth from
the Bible, will with unquestioning gullibility accept accusations against
those who reprove popular sins.

Does the unwillingness of the multitudes to accept Bible truth mean
those who advocate it should remain silent? No! If that had happened
in Luther’s time, there would have been no Reformation. As God
spoke to Ezekiel, “But the house of Israel will not listen to you,
because they will not listen to Me.” (Ezekiel 3:7) Nevertheless God
told Ezekiel, “You shall speak My words to them, whether they hear or
whether they refuse.” (Ezekiel 2:7)

As God gives opportunities, everyone who has received light is under
the same solemn obligation as the prophet Ezekiel to warn of coming
danger. God told him to warn people, and if he did not, and the
people were lost, their blood would be required of him. But if he
warned them, and they took no notice, they would be lost but he
would be free of responsibility (Ezekiel 33:7-9).

The great obstacle to the acceptance and the preaching of truth is that
it involves inconvenience and criticism. But this does not deter the
true followers of Christ. They accept the cross, and uphold truth, just
as Moses so long ago considered “the reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures in Egypt.” (Hebrews 11:26)

We should choose the right because it is right and leave the
consequences with God. To people of principle, faith, and daring, the
world is indebted for its great reforms. By such people the work of
reform must be carried forward in our own time.
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Whenever gospel preachers have faithfully declared the truths of
the Bible, the Spirit of God has accompanied the message, and sinners
have been convicted of sin and of righteousness and of judgement to
come. As the cross of Calvary has been uplifted, with its infinite
sacrifice for the sins of humanity, people have seen that nothing but
the blood of Christ could reconcile them to God and take away the sin
of the world.

Those thus convicted have believed, have been baptised, and have
become new creatures in Christ Jesus. They have turned away from
their former lives of sin and have demonstrated in their lives the fruits
of the Spirit, and the revivals accompanying the Spirit-filled preaching
of God’s word have been characterised by life-changing experiences.

The genuine revivals of past years have been blessed by God in the
salvation of people and the uplifting of humanity. But many of the
revivals of modern times have been accompanied by very different
outcomes. It is true that a widespread interest has been kindled, and
many profess conversion, with large accessions to the churches, but
the light which flames up for a time soon dies out, leaving the
darkness more dense than before. Unless a religious service has
something sensational about it, there seems to be nothing to attract
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the general population. A message that appeals to the thoughtful,
reasoning mind awakens no response. The plain warnings of God’s
word relating directly to eternal interests are ignored or not taken
seriously. People who profess conversion do not give up their pride
and love of the world, and are no more willing to deny themselves,
take up their cross, and follow the humble Jesus than they were before
their conversion. Worldly interests and occupations fill the mind, and
eternal things receive very little notice.

But despite the widespread weakening of faith, there are true
followers of Christ in the churches across the land, and before the
final pouring out of God’s judgements upon Earth there will be
among God’s people a revival of genuine godliness such as has not
been seen since apostolic times. The Spirit and power of God will be
poured out on His people, and many will separate themselves from
those churches in which the love of the world has become the
controlling motivation. Many, both ministers and people, will gladly
accept those great truths which God has caused to be preached at this
time to prepare people for the Lord’s second coming.

But Satan wants to stop this work of the Holy Spirit, so before the time
when he believes God is about to pour out His Spirit, he will try to
prevent it by introducing a counterfeit. In those churches which he
can bring under his deceptive power he will make it appear that God’s
special blessing is poured out; there will be demonstrated what is
thought to be great religious interest. Thousands of people will claim
that God is working marvellously for them, when the work is that of
another spirit. Under a religious guise, Satan will attempt to extend his
influence over the Christian world.

In many recent revivals the same influences have been seen as will be
witnessed in the more widespread movements of the future. There is
an emotional excitement, a mixing of truth and error that can easily
mislead. Yet no one needs to be deceived, because when people turn
away from the plain truths of the Bible that require self-denial and the
sacrifice of worldly interests, we can be sure that God is not blessing
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these movements. And by the rule given by Christ Himself, “You will
know them by their fruits” (Matthew 7:16), it is evident these
movements are not the work of God’s Spirit.

In the truths of God’s word He has given a revelation of Himself, and
the neglect of these truths has opened the door to the evils that are
now common in the churches. The law of God has been neglected,
and a wrong understanding of the divine law has resulted in
misunderstandings about conversion and sanctification, thus lowering
the standards of righteousness in the church. This is the reason for the
lack of Spiritual power in the revivals of our time.

A number of well-respected religious leaders have recognised the
situation, and have written and spoken about the need to restore the
law of God to its proper place in the lives of church members.

Unfortunately, many religious teachers declare that Christ by His
death abolished the law. They say that the law is a burden, and
contrast the bondage of the law with the freedom of the gospel. But
the Bible presents God’s law as a law of liberty. David, in Psalm
119:45 says, “I will walk at liberty, for I seek your precepts.” The
apostle James refers to the “perfect law of liberty” ( James 1:25). The
notion that the law and the gospel are antagonistic is totally false
when tested by the Bible. Christ Himself said, “Do not think that I
came to destroy the law . . . ” (Matthew 5:17). The claim that by His
death Christ abolished His Father’s law is without foundation, and
indeed, it flies in the face of the whole of the plan of salvation. Sin is
lawlessness, the breaking of God’s law (1 John 3:4). The reason
Christ had to die was precisely because humanity broke God’s law,
and there was no way that the law could be changed or abolished.
Christ died because the law cannot be changed. It is an expression of
God’s unchangeable character. God is love (1 John 4:8), and love is
the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10).

It is the work of conversion and sanctification to bring people back to
God by bringing them into accordance with the principles of His law.
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In the beginning man was made in the image of God, but sin alienated
him from his Maker. He no longer reflected God’s image and was at
enmity with God (Romans 8:7). But God loved us so much He gave
His only Son to bring us back to Himself ( John 3:16). Through the
salvation offered in Christ, humans can be restored to harmony with
their Maker. Their hearts must be renewed by divine grace, and they
must have a new life from above. As Jesus explained to Nicodemus,
individuals must be born again by the Spirit ( John 3:3-7).

The law shows us our sins, but it is the sacrifice of Jesus which deals
with the sin problem. We are saved by grace, through faith. Does this
mean a forgiven sinner is now free to break the law? Paul answers
emphatically, “Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any
longer in it?” (Romans 6:2)

A wrong understanding of sanctification also springs from a neglect or
rejection of the divine law. Sanctification is a Bible doctrine that is
taught particularly clearly in Paul’s letters to the churches. In writing
to the Thessalonians he declares: “For this is the will of God, your
sanctification:” And he prays, “Now may the God of peace Himself
sanctify you completely.” (1 Thessalonians 4:3; 5:23)

Sanctification is the process by which the life of the Christian is
brought into conformity with the life of Christ. It is the work of a
lifetime, as the Christian’s faith and trust in God grows, enabling the
Spirit of Christ to fill the heart more and more. Just as justification
(forgiveness for past sins) is a gift of God, so is sanctification a gift of
God by His indwelling Spirit. Paul tells believers: “. . . work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you
both to will and to do for His good pleasure.” (Philippians 2:12,13)
Salvation is serious business, not to be taken lightly, but what we need
to do is to open our hearts to accept the working of God in us,
because He is the one who gives us the desire [to will] to seek
salvation, and He provides the power to enable us to obey Him [to
do]. The joy of the Christian’s life comes as we experience His
sanctifying work in our lives. If at times during this process we fail, He
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is always there to lift us up. Becoming more like Christ is a growing
process. As Paul expresses his own experience, “I press towards the
goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”
(Philippians 3:14)

Those who are experiencing the sanctification taught in the Bible will
be humble people. The prophet Daniel was an example of true
sanctification, and was “greatly beloved” by God, yet he identified
himself with his sinful nation when praying for the deliverance of his
people (Daniel 10:11). When Job, described by the Lord as “a
blameless and upright man,” heard the voice of God he exclaimed, “I
abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” ( Job 1:8; 42:6) Other
great Bible characters such as Isaiah and Paul also expressed their low
estimate of their own righteousness when faced by the glory of God
(Isaiah 6:5; 2 Corinthians 12:2-4; Ephesians 3:8).

The sanctification now coming into fashion is associated with a spirit
of self-exaltation and disregard for the law of God. “Only believe, and
the blessing is yours,” is the call made to sinners. People desire an
easy religion, with no self-denial and no divorce from the things of the
world. But James makes clear that faith must be accompanied by a life
of faithfulness to God. He says that faith without works is dead
( James 2:14-24).

Let none deceive themselves with the belief that they can become holy
while wilfully breaking one of God’s requirements. The commission of
known sin silences the voice of the Spirit and separates the soul from
God. As John says, “He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep
His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” (1 John 2:4)
The greater the distance between a person and Christ, the more
righteous they appear in their own eyes. Paul tells the Galatians the
evidence of Christ living in them is the character traits produced by
His Spirit – love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22,23).

Another aspect of sanctification needing mention is the way Christians
care for their bodies and physical health. In writing to the Corinthian
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believers, Paul puts it this way, “. . . do you not know that your body is
the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God,
and you are not your own? For you were bought with a price;
therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are
God’s.” (1 Corinthians 6:19,20) Christians have a responsibility to
keep their bodies in good health, and not to take into them anything
that damages health. They also have a responsibility to be good
stewards of the wealth that has been given to them, using available
funds not for self-indulgence, but for the blessing of humanity and the
support of the gospel.

Paul prayed for the members of the churches he established, asking
God to fill the believers with a knowledge of His will and spiritual
understanding so that they could please God and be fruitful in every
good work and increase in the knowledge of God (Colossians 1:9-11).
To Paul, sanctification affected every aspect of the life of the Christian.

Sanctification also relates to our relationship with God as the provider
of our needs (Philippians 4:19). Jesus promised His disciples, “If you
ask anything in My name, I will do it.” ( John 14:14). Of course, the
sanctified Christian will not make selfish requests to God ( James 4:3),
but the Christian life should be one of faith, of victory and joy in God
(1 John 5:4). Paul says, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in
everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)

Such are the fruits of Bible conversion and sanctification, and it is
because the law of God is so lightly regarded that these fruits are so
rarely seen. It is only as the law of God is restored to its rightful place
that there can be a revival of true faith and godliness among the
professed followers of Christ.
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In Daniel 7:9,10 is presented a court scene in heaven, with God,
the Father, the “Ancient of Days” as the judge, surrounded by millions
of heavenly beings. A set of books is opened, obviously the records of
those being judged. As Daniel watches the scene, he sees “one like the
Son of man” being brought in before the Father, where He is given an
everlasting kingdom (Daniel 7:13,14).

This court scene into which Christ comes is not His second coming,
but His coming to His Father to receive His kingdom at the close of
His mediatorial work at the end of the 2300 days (years) in 1844. Then
He appears in the presence of God to represent us in the investigative
judgement and to make atonement for those who are entitled to the
benefits He provides.

In the sanctuary service instituted at Sinai, it was only God’s people,
whose sins, by confession and repentance, were taken into the
sanctuary by the sacrificial blood, who had a part in the Day of
Atonement. So in the great day of final atonement and judgement after
1844 it is only those professing faith in Christ whose lives are
investigated in the judgement described by Daniel in chapter 7. Peter
refers to this judgement when he says, “For judgement must begin at
the house of God: and if it first begins at us, what shall be the end of
them that obey not the gospel?” (1 Peter 4:17 KJV )

28 FACING LIFE’S RECORD
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The Bible speaks of several books in connection with the records of
human lives. The name of every person who has entered the service of
God is entered in the Book of Life (Philippians 4:3), and their names
remain there as long as they stay in a saving relationship with Christ
(Daniel 12:1; Revelation 21:27).

A Book of Remembrance is also mentioned, and it contains a record of
all the good deeds of God’s people (Malachi 3:16).

The record of all the sins of humanity is also kept in a book referred to
in Isaiah chapter 65:6,7: “Behold, it is written before Me: . . . your
iniquities and the iniquities of your fathers . . .” Solomon reminds us
that God will bring every work into judgement, whether good or evil
(Ecclesiastes 12:14), so God obviously has a detailed record.

The law of God is the standard by which the lives of people will be
tested in the judgement. As the wise man says, “Fear God and keep
His commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.”
(Ecclesiastes 12:13 KJV )

Those who are in the judgement “accounted worthy” of a place in
God’s kingdom are resurrected in the first resurrection (of the
righteous) so a decision on worthiness must precede the resurrection
(Luke 20:35,36; John 5:29). Since the judgement takes place prior to
the first resurrection, those being judged are not present in heaven
during the judgement. They are represented by their advocate, Jesus
who makes intercession for them (1 John 2:1; Hebrews 9:24; 7:25).

As the books of record are opened in the judgement, the lives of all
who have believed on Jesus are reviewed before God, starting with
those who first lived on Earth. Every deed is examined. If there are
found to be sins that are unrepented of and unforgiven, the name will
be blotted from the Book of Life. (Exodus 32:33; Ezekiel 18:26,27)
Many find this prospect very frightening, but it holds no fears for
those who have asked Christ to live in their hearts and control their
lives, because no matter how bad the record of their sins may be, all
who have truly repented and by faith claimed the blood of Christ as
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their atoning sacrifice, have had pardon entered against their name in
the books of heaven (Isaiah 43:25). And to the church at Sardis,
despite their weak spiritual condition, the Lord promises: “He who
overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out
his name from The Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My
Father and before His angels.” (Revelation 3:5)

For those who have given their lives to Him, Christ asks not only
pardon and justification, full and complete, but a share in His glory
and a seat upon His throne. But while Christ is pleading for His
people, Satan accuses them before God as transgressors. He points to
the records of their lives, to all the sins he has tempted them to
commit, and he claims them as his subjects. But, while Jesus does not
excuse their sins, He shows their penitence and faith, claims for them
forgiveness, and rebukes Satan (Zechariah 3:2). He says of His loyal
ones, “. . .they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.”
(Revelation 3:4)

As noted above, the work of the investigative judgement and the
blotting out of sins is done before Christ’s second advent. When the
investigative judgement closes, Christ will come, and He will then give
everyone their rewards.

As in the earthly services on the Day of Atonement, the scapegoat,
bearing the sins of Israel, was sent away into the wilderness (Leviticus
16:22), so Satan, bearing the guilt of the sins he has caused God’s
people to commit, will be for a thousand years confined to this
desolate Earth. Then he will at last suffer the full penalty of sin in the
fires that destroy the wicked and cleanse the Earth of the last traces of
sin. Thus the great plan of redemption will reach its final goal, with
the eradication of sin and the deliverance of all who have been willing
to renounce evil.

When God deals with sin He makes no mistakes. No darkness can hide
sin from Him, and our most hidden motives are open to His view. He
takes into account how we have used every ability and every
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opportunity He has given us, and only those acts prompted by love
are acceptable to Him (1 Corinthians 13:1-3).

Satan tries to occupy our minds with earthly things so we don’t have
time to consider our spiritual condition. He knows that if he can
deceive us into holding on to even one defect of character, he will
finally overcome us. But we don’t need to be overcome by the enemy.
Jesus promises us, as He promised Paul: “My grace is sufficient for
you.” (2 Corinthians 12:9) God will give faith and grace to overcome
every defect of character. No one can develop character for someone
else. Just as the virgins in the parable could not share their oil, so we
must each develop our own relationship with Christ. Christ must fill
the lives of every person who is waiting for His appearing.

We need to understand the meaning of the sanctuary services that God
gave Israel, as they are full of significance for us.

We don’t know when our names will come up in the judgement, but if
we are continually living in a saving relationship with Jesus we will be
ready whenever it happens.

When the work of the investigative judgement closes, the destiny of all
will have been finally decided for life or death. Christ makes the
pronouncement: “He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is
filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous let him be righteous
still; he who is holy, let him be holy still. And behold, I am coming
quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give everyone according to his
work.” (Revelation 22:11,12)

When this pronouncement is made, people on Earth will be going
about their normal activities, unaware that the final irrevocable
decision has been made in heaven.

But all of us need to watch and pray. Jesus said of that last day, “Watch
therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is
coming . . . lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping.”
(Mark 13:33,35,36)
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Many people, looking around and seeing the effects of evil in the
world, are very perplexed about how this situation has come about. To
them the existence of evil is a mystery, and in their uncertainty, they
are blinded to truths plainly revealed in God’s word. Some insist on
trying to find out things that God has not revealed, and in their
questioning they reject what God has shown us. Because the
misinterpretation of scripture by the churches confuses the minds of
many about God’s character and the principles of His government,
they fail to understand the problem of evil.

It is impossible to give a reason for the existence of sin, yet we can
understand enough about its origin, and how it will eventually be
eradicated, to see the justice and goodness of God in how He deals
with it.

God is in no way responsible for the entrance of sin into His universe.
It was not because there was something wrong with the way God was
governing His creation that caused the rebellion that we call sin. The
Bible definition of sin is that it is lawlessness, or the breaking of God’s
law (1 John 3:4). It is the working out of a principle at war with the
great law of love which is the foundation of God’s government.

29 THE ORIGIN OF EVIL
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Before the entrance of sin, the whole universe was in harmony with
God’s will. Every created being loved the Creator supremely and loved
all other created beings impartially. Christ, the Son of God who had
been with the Father since eternity, was called “The Word”, because by
His word everything had been created (Colossians 1:16). The Father
and the Son were one in mind and purpose, and their unity was so
close that it could not be shared by any created being. To Christ, just
as to the Father, all creation gave allegiance. And because love was the
basis of God’s government, the idea of coercion was totally foreign to
anything in God’s universe of love.

But inexplicably, there was one being who allowed unloving thoughts
to enter his mind. This was Lucifer, the highest angel in heaven, next
to Christ Himself. He was the covering cherub, the angel whose role
was to stand as guardian over the Law of God (Ezekiel 28:14).

Lucifer allowed pride to take root in his heart. He began to think that
he should have been given a place equal to the Son of God in the
councils of heaven. His role was to encourage the inhabitants of
heaven to look to the Father and Son and honour them, but instead
he began to seek honour for himself. He wanted to exercise the power
that only the Father and the Son could have. He worked very subtly,
not openly criticising God, but asking questions about how God was
governing the universe in such a way as to raise doubts in the minds
of the heavenly beings. As his behaviour began to raise issues about
God’s government, some of the heavenly counsellors tried to reason
with him, and the Son of God endeavoured to help him see where his
thinking would lead. But Christ’s words only aroused Lucifer’s
resistance, and he allowed jealousy of Christ to control his mind. He
claimed that it was unfair for Christ to be part of the inner circle while
he was excluded.

Lucifer sought to create sympathy for himself, claiming that he was
not seeking greater power and honour for himself, but was only
working to gain greater liberty for the heavenly beings. He declared
that heavenly beings were righteous and did not need a law to



THE ORIGIN OF EVIL

163

control their behaviour. The law, he said, was an unnecessary
restraint. Without the law, he claimed, they would reach a higher
state of existence.

God was very patient with Lucifer, and repeatedly offered him pardon
on condition of his repentance and submission. In his heart Lucifer
was convinced that he was wrong, but pride forbade him to submit,
and he fully committed himself to his battle against his Maker.

Now that he was in open rebellion against God, we will from this
point refer to Lucifer as Satan, “the adversary”. Satan now bent all his
energy to the task of convincing the angels to join him in his rebellion.
He could use deception, which God could not use. He misrepresented
Christ and moved from half-truths to open falsehoods. He accused
those who remained loyal to God of having no concern for the
interests of heavenly beings. The very work which he was doing he
blamed on those who refused to join him. His deceptive activities
resulted in many angels taking his side.

God in His wisdom allowed Satan to continue his subversive
behaviour until it developed into active revolt. Because Lucifer had
held such a high position in heaven, he was much loved by the
heavenly beings, and his influence was very great. Therefore it was
necessary for God to allow his plans to be fully developed so the
inhabitants of the universe could see where they were leading.

Even when it was decided that Satan could no longer remain in
heaven, God did not destroy him, because had He done so, the loyal
inhabitants of heaven would have served Him from fear instead of
love. So God, in His wisdom, allowed Satan to continue his activities
until the whole universe could see where his principles would lead.
The history of this experiment would remain for all eternity as a lesson
to prevent rebellion from ever breaking out again (Nahum 1:9).

Satan now turned his attention to the new world that God had
created, and his goal was to lead humans to accept his rule on this
Earth. By deception he persuaded our first parents to distrust God
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and fail the test of loyalty to their Creator. Then when God
implemented His Plan of Salvation and sent His Son to Earth to die for
humanity, Satan left no stone unturned to make the life of Jesus as
difficult as possible. The cruel, unjust way in which Satan treated
Christ during the incarnation enabled the watching universe to see
Satan as he really was and removed every trace of sympathy for Satan
from their minds. Satan’s pent-up hatred, envy, malice, and revenge
that burst forth on Calvary against the Son of God filled all heaven
with silent horror.

When after His resurrection, Jesus presented His sacrifice to His
Father, the Father’s response was: “Let all the angels of God worship
Him.” (Hebrews 1:6). Now the guilt of Satan was plain for all to see,
and his lying charges against the divine character and government
appeared in their true light.

Satan had declared that if the law of God was changeless, then every
sinner must be forever lost. He claimed that the sinful race was his
rightful prey. But the death of Christ proved that the mercy of God
matched His justice, and Christ had paid the price for the broken law.
Thus God is just, and the justifier of all who believe in Jesus.

But it was not only to save human beings that Christ came to Earth to
suffer and die. He came to uphold the law and show its importance,
not alone in the eyes of humanity, but to demonstrate to all the
worlds of the universe that God’s law is unchangeable. If the law
could have been set aside, then Christ need not have died. Christ’s
death proves the law to be unalterable. And the sacrifice made by the
Father and the Son demonstrates to the universe that justice and
mercy are the foundation of the law and the government of God.

When Christ died on the cross, the final eradication of evil was
made certain.

When it is all over, the whole universe will have seen the results of sin,
and its utter extermination, which in the beginning would have
brought fear to angels and dishonour to God, will now arouse in all
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loyal created beings an outpouring of love, thankfulness, and relief
that this horrible experiment is at last over forever, and rebellion will
never again rear its ugly head (Nahum 1:9).
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When Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate of the fruit of “the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil”, God spoke to Satan, in the person
of the serpent, promising to put enmity between humanity and Satan,
and prophesying this enmity would exist throughout history. This
culminated in the death of Christ on the cross [you shall bruise His
heel], and the eternal demise of Satan in the lake of fire [He shall
bruise your head] (Genesis 3:15).

When humans disobeyed God’s law their nature became evil, and they
were in harmony with Satan, the originator of sin. Both Satan and
humans became evil by disobeying God. Had God not specifically
created enmity between humans and Satan, these two parties would
have made an alliance against God, and the whole human family
would have been united against the government of heaven.

Satan’s aim was to gain the cooperation of humanity in his warfare
against God, in the same way as he had gained the cooperation of the
fallen angels in his rebellion. When he heard that God was going to
create enmity between him and humanity, he knew that somehow
people would be enabled to resist his power.

30 ENMITY BETWEEN MAN AND SATAN
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Satan’s hatred of the human family stems from the fact that they are
the objects of God’s love and mercy, and he wants to thwart God’s
plan of salvation.

The antagonism that exists between Christ and Satan is seen most
clearly in the life of Jesus when He came to Earth. The purity and
holiness of Christ’s life aroused the hatred of Satan and the people
under his control. Satan and his agents, human and demonic, are
constantly working to build up his kingdom in opposition to the
government of God. They make scripture difficult to understand and
attempt to keep Christians so busy they don’t have time to think about
spiritual issues. Satan tries to have people believe there is no real
devil, and even if he does exist, Satan can be ignored, while all the
time he is feverishly working to mislead and to influence every aspect
of civil, religious, and personal life.

It is one of Satan’s most important policies to break down the walls
separating the people of God from the world. The unconverted heart
loves sin, but the converted heart resists it. When Christians choose to
join the ungodly in their pleasures and social activities, they expose
themselves to temptation. Satan conceals himself and cleverly deceives
those who think they are simply enjoying innocent pleasures. Joining
the world in its pleasures always converts Christians to the world; it
never converts the world to Christ. The more we become familiar with
sin, the less repulsive it appears to be. Those who associate with the
servants of Satan soon cease to fear their master. When we are doing
our duty and, like Daniel in the court of Babylon, are brought into
situations where we are tempted, we may be sure that God, in answer
to our prayers for help, will protect us. But if we place ourselves in the
way of temptation, we shall fall, sooner or later.

Satan’s most effective agents are those whom we least suspect of being
used by him. Educated and refined people are admired and honoured,
and we may not realise that the talents they have can be used to
deceive us into accepting their secular values in life. Good-living
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secular people are doing more to break down the faith of God’s
people than are those who are openly immoral and wicked.

When Solomon realised his dependence on God, his wisdom was
admired by the world, but when he trusted in his own judgement and,
in spite of God’s commands, married heathen women, he fell under
the tempter’s power.

Satan is always trying to make us forget that in the battle with evil we
are not fighting merely human enemies, but powerful unseen evil
spirits and demons that rule with Satan in his evil empire (Ephesians
6:12). And Peter reminds us that we need to be continually watchful
and clear-headed, because our enemy, Satan, is going about like a
roaring lion trying to devour us (1 Peter 5:8).

Satan is now preparing his final attack on God’s people. All who
determine to follow Jesus will come into conflict with this relentless
enemy. The more closely Christians live like Christ, the more they will
be attacked by Satan. Nevertheless, we should not fear, because Christ
has promised us victory if we persevere. Nobody can be overcome by
Satan without their own consent. The tempter has no power to
control the will or force a person to sin.
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The existence of both good and evil angels is clearly taught in
scripture. Nevertheless, there is a growing trend for people to believe
that evil spirits do not exist, and many believe that good angels are the
spirits of the dead. But the Bible not only teaches the existence of
both good and evil angels, but also provides compelling evidence they
are not the disembodied spirits of the dead.

Consider this Bible evidence: The book of Job records that before the
creation of humans, and certainly before any human had died, when
God laid the foundations of Earth, the morning stars sang together
and all the sons of God shouted for joy ( Job 38:4,7). Clearly the

“morning stars” were heavenly beings who could sing, and the “sons
of God” were created beings who had voices to shout. It is reasonable
to call these beings ‘angels’. Then after the fall of man, but before
anyone had died, angels [cherubim] were sent to guard the tree of
life (Genesis 3:24). The Bible also tells us man was made a little
lower than the angels (Psalm 8:5), so angels are superior beings of a
higher order than humans. The superiority of angels is also
mentioned in Psalm 103:20,21, where they are said to “excel in
strength”, and to do His will.

31 AGENCY OF EVIL SPIRITS



AGENCY OF EVIL SPIRITS

172

Several Biblical references tell of vast numbers of angels surrounding
God and serving Him (Daniel 7:10; Hebrews 12:22). These
messengers serving God are definitely far superior to humans in
strength. Ezekiel 1:14 describes their speed as being like a flash of
lightning. The angel who opened Jesus’ tomb rolled away a heavy
stone and caused the guards to fall down like dead men (Matthew
28:2-4). One angel was sent to destroy Sennacherib’s army
surrounding Jerusalem in Hezekiah’s time killing a hundred and
eighty-five thousand soldiers in one night (2 Kings 19:35).

And angels are sent on missions of mercy to care for God’s human
servants. To Abraham to encourage him, to Lot at Sodom, to Elijah in
the desert, to Elisha at Dothan, to Daniel in the lions’ den, to Peter
in Herod’s prison, and to Paul in prison at Philippi; and the list
could go on.

A guardian angel is assigned to every follower of Christ to protect
them from the power of the wicked one (Psalm 34:7). Satan
complained to God about this when he wanted to harm Job ( Job
1:9,10). And the protection God provides His children is definitely
needed as Satan and his evil angels are always trying to bring harm to
God’s people.

When Christ ministered on Earth, the power of Satan and his evil
angels was very evident. They knew the mission of Christ was to
destroy the kingdom of darkness, and they fought back desperately at
every opportunity. At Gadara the demon-possessed men were
possessed by a whole legion of demons who were forced to submit to
Jesus (Mark 5:9) (a Roman legion was made up of three to five
thousand men). Jesus was confronted by many demons as He carried
out His ministry, but every time the demons were made to submit
(Mark 7:26-30; Matthew 12:22; Mark 9:17-27; Luke 4:33-36). The
people commented, “with authority and power He commands the
unclean spirits, and they come out.” (Luke 4:36).
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While most individuals who were possessed by demons were in a
wretched and pitiable state, there were some who welcomed the
power of Satan into their lives for the apparent benefits he gave
them. Men such as Simon Magnus, and Elymas the sorcerer were of
this class.

Satan knows that he can exercise the greatest power over people who
do not believe he exists, as he can then conceal his activities. It has
been his policy for many years to control the minds of those who are
unconscious of his influence upon them. But the scriptures warn us of
his activity and help us to be on guard against him.

For those who reject the claims of God on their lives, there is no
promise of deliverance. By ourselves we are powerless against Satan
and his hosts. Fearful is the condition of those who resist the divine
claims and yield to Satan’s temptations, to the point where God gives
them up to the control of the evil spirits they have chosen to serve.

As we see Satan’s power being exercised in the lives of his followers,
we might be forgiven for living in fear of him. But nobody need fear
this enemy. Those who follow Christ are always safe under His care.
Angels excelling in strength are sent from heaven to protect them. No
enemy can break through the guard which God has placed around
His people.
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The cosmic conflict between Christ and Satan has been on-going
for almost six thousand years, and as it now draws to a close Satan is
re-doubling his efforts to hold people in his grip and prevent Christ
from leading them to accept the salvation He offers. Satan’s objective
is to keep us engrossed in worldly interests until Christ’s work in
heaven for us comes to a close and we are left without anyone to go
between us and God.

While people are indifferent to spiritual things Satan isn’t worried,
because he knows he can lead them wherever he wishes, but when
conscience is aroused and people start asking what they must do to be
saved, Satan becomes very active in attempting to prevent the Holy
Spirit from influencing them for God.

Whenever people assemble to worship God, Satan does his best to
control the minds of the worshipers. He notes the subject to be
addressed in the sermon and tries to create situations that prevent
those who most need to hear the message from being able to attend.
When people become concerned about the spiritual state of the
church, Satan endeavours to have them indulge appetite, or become
involved in some activity that takes their minds off spiritual things.
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Satan knows if he can lead people to neglect prayer and Bible study,
he will surely be able to overcome them, so he invents anything he
can to engross their minds. He may influence some to become critical
of others, finding some ideas with which they disagree, so he can
create arguments and dissension in the church. He especially
encourages church members to become critical of church leaders,
causing them to become discouraged in their work for God. He also
uses his influence to bring into the church self-interested individuals
whose main purpose is to cause disunity and doubt about the truths
of God’s word. Such individuals being used by Satan are not difficult
to identify, as they can be known by their fruits (Matthew 7:16).

Satan has many agents ready to present every kind of false teaching to
suit the tastes of those he is trying to ruin. He then deceives people
into believing it does not matter what they believe, so people come
into the church teaching all kinds of heresies and false gospels. Satan
then has those who are careful to obey God and follow true Biblical
teachings labelled as fanatics and legalists.

The Bible must always be studied with much prayer, otherwise Satan is
all too ready to suggest false interpretations. Some who Satan
influences to disrupt the church take scriptures out of context to
pervert their meaning. Others, like the papal leaders, come up with
fanciful interpretation of prophecies to mislead their hearers,
forgetting that the Bible is its own interpreter in such matters. The
whole Bible should be given to people just as it reads.

Scientific research has become a curse to many because they forget
that all human endeavour is partial and uncertain. They believe God’s
word can be tested by “what is falsely called [scientific] knowledge”
(1 Timothy 6:20), whereas in reality, science must be tested by the
word of God. Rightly interpreted, all scientific observation supports
the Bible, and those who doubt the reliability of the Bible will, all too
often, go on to doubt the existence of God, and attribute His infinite
power to nature. Having let go of their anchor, they are left to be
shipwrecked on Satan’s rocks.
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A masterpiece of Satan’s deceptions is to influence people to search
into things God has not made known, and which He does not intend
to be understood. This spirit of wanting to know more than God has
explained is what led to Satan’s downfall in the beginning, and to the
downfall of many a person since.

Another issue that Satan exploits is making excuses for not doing what
God’s word commands when it does not suit us to obey. Any who turn
away from God’s word when it points out a duty which would put
them at variance with the world, will be left to believe heresy instead
of truth. Every kind of false teaching will be accepted by those who
wilfully reject truth. As Paul told the Thessalonians, God will allow
people to believe lies if they don’t want to believe the truth but love
unrighteousness (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12).

Among the most effective and deceptive agencies of Satan are the
delusive teachings and lying wonders of spiritualism. If people would
prayerfully study what the Bible teaches about what happens when we
die, they would not be left to accept false doctrines based on Satan’s lies.

Another dangerous error arising from Satan’s hatred of Christ is the
teaching that Christ had no existence prior to His birth at Bethlehem.
This teaching directly contradicts what Jesus Himself said about His
pre-existence with the Father and His divine character. Those who
believe this falsehood have no understanding of the nature and
mission of Christ, or of the great plan of redemption.

Still another subtle and popular deception is the widespread belief
that Satan does not exist as a personal being. In this scientific age it is
considered fashionable to think people’s own evil thoughts and
desires constitute what in earlier generations was called the devil or
Satan. Likewise, the personal second coming of Christ in the clouds of
heaven has been spiritualised away to mean nothing more than the
coming of Christ for each individual at death. Satan has been saying,

“Look, He is in the inner rooms” (Matthew 24:26) and many have been
lost by accepting this deception.
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A secular world believes that prayer could not make any real difference
in anyone’s life. Science claims that nature operates by fixed laws
which not even God can change, so how could prayer be answered,
especially if that involved a miracle [an event not according to natural
law]. But scripture records many miracles, especially those performed
by Christ and His apostles, where the natural co-operates with the
supernatural. Of course, sceptics try to find natural explanations for
such answers to prayer, but it is part of God’s plan to answer our
prayers of faith in ways He would not do if we did not ask.

Satan continually endeavours to introduce errors into the beliefs of
every church, Christian or otherwise. He introduces teachings that
outrage people’s sense of justice, as for example, the doctrine of an
eternally burning hell, and then, by claiming this is taught in the Bible,
destroys faith in God and in His word. Many people distrust God and
doubt His word because scripture reproves and condemns sin. They
find things in the Bible they can’t understand, and think it is a mark of
their intellectual ability to criticise God’s word and openly express
their unbelief, not realising they are being manipulated by the enemy,
Satan. Many thus lose their eternal life.

God has given us a strong foundation on which to rest our faith, but
He will never remove all excuse for unbelief. Those who refuse to
accept Christ and obey God’s word until every question is answered
and every objection totally removed, so there is no longer any
opportunity to doubt, will never come to Christ. God’s ways are far
beyond our comprehension (Romans 11:33). As the scripture says,

“The just shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:17) When we love God and
want to serve Him, He will help us to know Him. John 7:17 tells us
that we will know the truth if we want to obey it. Satan can counterfeit
God’s truth so those who want to find an excuse not to obey God can
find one, but it is impossible for Satan to hold under his power
anyone who determines to know the truth, whatever the cost.

Neither wicked men nor demons can interfere with God’s work for
His people if they are willing to confess and put away sin and claim
His promises of victory over temptation.
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When Balak wanted Balaam to curse Israel, it was not possible for him
to do so while Israel was faithful to God (Numbers
23:8,10,20,21,23;24:9). But the curse Balaam could not lay on an
obedient Israel, he managed to bring on them when they allowed
themselves to be seduced into sin and separated from God.

Satan is well aware that he can never overcome the weakest individual
who clings to Christ, so an open attack will never succeed. Therefore,
he looks for subtle ways to draw unsuspecting people away from God.
No one is safe for a day or an hour without prayer. We should study
the Bible with humble dependence on God. While carefully guarding
against Satan’s devices, we should continually pray in faith: “Do not
lead us into temptation.” (Matthew 6:13)
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As soon as God created Adam and Eve, Satan began planning how he
could deceive them into joining him in his rebellion against God. The
first humans were perfectly happy in obeying God’s law, giving
the lie to Satan’s claim that the law was oppressive. When he saw what
a beautiful home God had created for the sinless pair, his envy led him
to covet this Earth for himself. He determined to cause these humans
to accept his leadership so he could gain possession of Earth and
establish here his kingdom in opposition to the Most High.

God had given humans dominion over all He had created on Earth
(Genesis 1:26-28), but Satan was determined to take it away from
them. He planned a “coup d’état”, wresting the dominion of Earth
from those to whom it had been given by the Creator, in an attempt to
prove his government was better than God’s.

Had Satan made an open attack on God in approaching Adam and Eve
he would not have succeeded, as they had been warned by God of the
enemy’s plans to entrap them. So Satan used the serpent, then a
beautiful creature, as his medium, to speak to Eve when she wandered
close to the forbidden tree. He cunningly asked a question that
prompted Eve to give a clarifying response. He said, “Has God indeed
said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree in the garden’?” (Genesis 3:1) Eve
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fell into the enemy’s trap by answering the question, thus beginning a
discussion about God’s requirements. She explained that God had
given them permission to eat from all the trees except this one, but the
penalty for eating, or even touching, the forbidden fruit was death. At
this point Satan told his first lie. He said, “You will not surely die.” He
then continued his deceptive line by declaring God’s reason for
forbidding the fruit was because it had the power to make them like
gods, knowing good and evil (Genesis 3:4,5). He led Eve to distrust
God’s motive in forbidding them to eat the fruit, and Eve fell for his
lies. Both Eve, and then Adam, fell because they were led to believe
God did not really mean what He said, He wanted to restrict their
liberty, and they would gain wisdom by disobeying His command.

But what was the result of their disobedience? Did they find they were
entering into a higher state of existence, as Satan claimed? No! They
found God was stating the truth when He said, “For dust you are, and
to dust you shall return.” (Genesis 3:19) Satan had said their eyes
would be opened, and this was true in only one sense – their eyes
were opened to understand their folly in disobeying God’s command.
They realised too late that their God-given dominion had been wrested
away from them (Luke 4:5-7).

In the middle of Eden the tree of life bore fruit which could ensure
that those who ate it would not die. Now that humans had eaten of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, they were doomed to die,
so God placed an angel to guard the tree of life and prevent anyone
who had disobeyed God from eating its fruit. Thus, there is no
immortal human, for all have sinned (Romans 5:12). God alone is
immortal (1 Timothy 6:16), and He has made it possible for humans to
become immortal through the gospel (2 Timothy 1:10), and that
immortality is given at the second coming of Christ to those whose
names are in the Book of Life (1 Corinthians15:51-54).

The only one who promised Adam life in disobedience was the great
deceiver when the serpent said, “You will not surely die.” Yet most
Christian preachers repeat this lie of Satan’s, saying the soul that sins
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shall not die but live eternally (in hellfire), despite God declaring
plainly, “The soul who sins shall die.” (Ezekiel 18:20) Why are people
so ready to believe Satan’s lies instead of God’s truth?

After the fall of Adam and Eve Satan told his angels to make every effort to 
lead people to believe that humans are naturally immortal, so sinners 
will live eternally suffering the torment of hellfire while God takes pleasure
in watching their agony. Thus Satan attributes to God the very cruelty of
which he himself is guilty, leading millions of people to hate God. He
claims he was unjustly expelled from heaven because he would not
submit to God’s cruelty.

This terrible doctrine of eternal punishment in hell for sinners has
been widely taught and is still part of the creed of many so-called
Christian churches. But the teaching is definitely not found in
scripture. God makes it very clear that He doesn’t want anyone to die.
He says, “ ‘As I live,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘I have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live.
Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die, . . . ?’ ”
(Ezekiel 33:11)

The evil resulting from the doctrine of eternal torment is beyond
computation. It is one of the false doctrines that comprise the wine
which Babylon makes all nations to drink (Revelation 14:8; 17:2). But
there is a large class who are appalled by the doctrine of eternal
torment, so are driven to the opposite error. They see God pictured in
scripture as loving and compassionate and cannot believe He would
torment people in hell for eternity, but because they believe the soul
is immortal, the only alternative they can see is that everyone will
eventually be saved. They think the threats of death in the Bible are
designed only to frighten people into obeying God, and will not really
be carried out. They believe no matter how wicked your life may be,
somehow the love of God will cause you to be accepted into His
kingdom for eternity. This doctrine presumes on the mercy of God,
but ignores His justice, and is pleasing to those who wish to live in
self-indulgence and then gain heaven at last. But there is no scripture
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which teaches this false doctrine, and it can only be supported by
taking verses out of context and twisting their meaning. One
Universalist minister speaking at the funeral of a young man killed in
an accident, used 2 Samuel 13:39 as his text: “For he [David] had been
comforted concerning Amnon, because he was dead.” This verse is
part of the story of Amnon and Absalom. David’s son, Amnon, had
raped his half-sister whose full brother was Absalom. Absalom took
revenge by getting Amnon drunk and murdering him, and then
escaping to his mother’s relatives in another country, where he stayed
for three years. David was very grieved at Amnon’s death, and
although he loved Absalom, he did not try to bring him home because
he was guilty of killing Amnon. Eventually David’s grief at Amnon’s
death was softened, and he began to think of what to do about
Absalom. This is the context of 2 Samuel 13:39. The minister used the
verse to teach that the unsaved young man he was burying was in
heaven because the wicked Amnon had been taken to heaven, as
evidenced by David’s being comforted concerning him. Of course the
verse teaches no such thing; it says nothing about Amnon’s eternal
destiny. All it says is that David’s grief was softened by time. This is a
classic example of the twisting of scripture engaged in by those trying
to support the doctrine that all will eventually be saved; and all
because they accept Satan’s lie that “You will not surely die.”

If it were really true that the souls of all people passed directly to
heaven at “death”, then those faced with apparently insurmountable
difficulties might well prefer to die (and enjoy the bliss of heaven)
rather than to stay alive and face their problems. But God has in His
word given abundant evidence that He will punish those who break
His law. Those who think He is too merciful to execute justice upon
sinners need only look at the cross of Calvary. The death of the sinless
Son of God cries out to us that “the wages of sin is death,” and every
violation of God’s law must receive its just punishment. The sinless
Christ became sin for us. He bore our guilt on the cross so sinners
could be freed from the death-penalty of sin.
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Many passages of scripture teach that the ungodly and unrepentant
have no place in the kingdom of heaven: Exodus 34:6,7; Isaiah
3:10,11; Ecclesiastes 8:12,13; Romans 2:5,6,9; Ephesians 5:5; Hebrews
12:14; Revelation 22:14,15. These are but a few of the scriptures that
emphasize God’s justice and His character which is incompatible with
works of evil.

God does not force anyone to obey Him. He takes no pleasure in
slavish obedience. The motive for obedience must be love. We should
serve God because we appreciate the qualities of His character –
kindness, love, justice and mercy. God would like to make everyone
happy if He could do so in accordance with the laws of His
government and the justice of His character.

Those who have chosen Satan as their leader and have been controlled
by his power are not prepared to enter the presence of God. Pride,
deception, licentiousness and cruelty have become fixed in their
characters. How can they enter heaven and live forever with those they
have despised and hated on Earth? Truth, meekness, purity and love
are not agreeable to those whose characters have been shaped by
Satan. A life of rebellion against God has unfitted them for heaven. Its
purity, holiness, and peace would be torture to them. Their exclusion
from heaven is by their own choice, and is just and merciful on God’s
part. In sparing Cain’s life, God gave an example to show the result of
allowing a sinner to continue in sin. Cain spread evil over the whole
world, to the point where God, in mercy, had to step in and begin
over again. In mercy God destroyed the wicked people of Sodom. And
it is in mercy to the universe that God will finally destroy those who
reject His grace.

Romans 6:23 tells us, “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” And in Deuteronomy 30:15 we
read: “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil.”
The death referred to in these verses is not the death experienced by
Adam as a result of his eating of the forbidden fruit, for all humanity
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suffers the fatal result of Adam’s disobedience. The death that is
placed in contrast with eternal life is what is called “the second death”.

Because of Adam’s sin, all humans go down to the grave, and through
the plan of salvation, all will come out of their graves at the
resurrection. “There will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just
and the unjust.” (Acts 24:15) “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ
all shall be made alive.” (1 Corinthians 15:22) But there is a difference
between the saved and the unsaved at the resurrection. “. . . all who are
in the graves will hear his voice, and come forth – those who have
done good, unto the resurrection of life (at the second coming of
Christ), and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of
condemnation (1000 years later).” ( John 5:28,29). There are actually
two resurrections. One for the righteous at the second coming
(1 Thessalonians 4:16), and the other a thousand years later at the end
of the millennium (Revelation 20:5 1st part1). Those who are raised in
the first resurrection are called “blessed and holy”, and are given
eternal life, and are not affected by the second death (Revelation 20:6).
Those who are raised in the second resurrection at the end of the
millennium receive the “wages of sin”, and die the second death,
suffering for their sins in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:9). There will
then be no lost souls to suffer throughout eternity in the flames of hell.

1 Revelation 20:4 ends with the sentence, “And they lived and reigned with Christ for a
thousand years.” Then the first part of verse 5 is in parenthesis as an explanatory note. The
thought of verse 4 continues in the last sentence of verse 5, “This is the first resurrection.”
Then verse 6 continues the thought of the first resurrection by saying, “Blessed and holy is he
who has part in the first resurrection.” Remember, there are no verse divisions in the original
manuscripts.

So the whole passage reads: “And I saw thrones, and they sat on them. Then I saw the souls
of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, and who
had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or
on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. (But the rest of
the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished.) This is the first
resurrection. Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the
second death has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign
with Him a thousand years.” Revelation 20:4-6
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Another horrible result of belief in the immortality of the soul is the
teaching of consciousness in death, that the righteous dead go
straight to heaven, where they are aware of everything their loved
ones on Earth are experiencing. How could the souls in heaven be
happy knowing the troubles and anguish being suffered by those left
behind, especially if they are in rebellion against God and are bound
for hell when they die. And of course, the belief that at death the
unrighteous go immediately into the fires of hell for eternity is too
hideous to think about.

But the scriptures do not teach such monstrous errors. David says that
when a person dies he returns to the earth (the ground) and his
thoughts cease (Psalm 146:4 KJV ). Solomon also teaches that the dead
know nothing and have nothing more to do with anything on Earth
(Ecclesiastes 9:5,6,10). On the day of Pentecost Peter declared that
king David was buried and had not gone to heaven (Acts 2:29,34).
Why would Paul say that if Christ had not been raised the dead in
Christ are perished, if for four thousand years the righteous dead had
gone to heaven at death? (1 Corinthians 15:16-18) Their going to
heaven would not be dependent on the resurrection if they were
already in heaven. The heresy of the immortal soul makes the
resurrection unnecessary, but the Bible teaches the resurrection as a
major and important doctrine (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18).

When Jesus was about to leave His disciples He promised He would
come again and take them to the place He would prepare for them
( John 14:1-3).

The Bible presents a whole chain of connected truth revealing the
sequence of events that occur from the death of the individual to the
giving of final rewards. When a person dies they sleep in
unconsciousness until the resurrection ( John 11:11; 1 Thessalonians
4:13-18). Then while they sleep in death, there is a judgement to
determine who will arise in the first resurrection, and who will not be
resurrected until the end of the millennium (Acts 17:31; Jude 6,14,15).
In several parables Jesus made it clear that rewards follow judgement:
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The parable of the talents tells of the return of the master who calls
His servants to account and gives rewards (Matthew 25:19-30). The
parable of the sheep and the goats tells of the nations being gathered
before the Son of Man and being divided into two groups on the basis
of how they had cared for others. They were then rewarded
accordingly (Matthew 25:34,46). Nowhere does the Bible teach the
righteous are given their reward at death, or the wicked go to
punishment at death. But it does describe a judgement at God’s
appointed time (Revelation 20:11-15).

The resurrection is a wonderful event, as it spells the end of the power
of death over God’s people. Then, “death is swallowed up in victory.”
(1 Corinthians 15:54)
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The scriptures have much to say about holy angels ministering to
people throughout Bible history. But the teaching of scripture on this
point has been perverted by popular theology. The doctrine of natural
immortality, borrowed from pagan philosophy and introduced to
Christianity during the great apostasy, has taken the place of the plain
truth of scripture that “the dead know nothing” (Ecclesiastes 9:5). As a
result, many have come to believe it is the spirits of the dead who are
the “ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to them who shall be
heirs of salvation.” (Hebrews 1:14) They believe this despite the clear
teaching of scripture about the existence of heavenly angels before any
human being had died.

The doctrine of people’s consciousness in death, especially the belief
that the spirits of the dead return to Earth to minister to the living, has
prepared the way for modern spiritualism. If the spirits of the dead are
in God’s presence and gain greater knowledge than they ever had on
Earth, why shouldn’t they return to Earth and share their new
knowledge with those they left behind? And if, as many believe, these
spirits are hovering around their friends on Earth, why shouldn’t they
communicate with them, giving advice, warnings, or comfort in
sorrow? By appearing as glorified messengers from the spirit world,
communicating messages from God, Satan’s fallen angels profess to
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bring the living into communication with the dead, and the prince of
evil exercises his bewitching influence on people’s minds.

Satan’s evil angels have the power to perfectly counterfeit the
appearance, words, mannerisms and every characteristic of people
who have died. They appear to friends and loved ones on Earth with
the assurance that the departed ones are enjoying the bliss of heaven,
and those visited by these spirits are totally deceived, and listen to
these seducing spirits without any suspicion of danger.

When those on Earth have been convinced that they are in
communication with the dead, Satan has his angels impersonate those
who have died without any profession of faith. They claim to be
enjoying elevated positions in heaven, giving grounds for the belief
that it makes no difference after death whether one is righteous or
wicked. They sometimes give warnings which prove to be correct, and
as they gain the confidence of their hearers, they introduce doctrines
that directly undermine and contradict the scriptures. They teach
dangerous errors, mixed with some truth, and at times appear to be
able to predict the future, giving their statements an appearance of
reliability. Their false teachings are accepted by most people as if they
were the most sacred truths of the Bible. These spirits deny the
divinity of Christ and place the Creator on the same level as
themselves. Thus under a new disguise Satan carries on his war
against God which he began in heaven and has now been continuing
on Earth for nearly six thousand years.

While some spiritual marvels are produced by fraud and sleight of
hand, others are genuinely the work of evil spirits. The mysterious
rappings in the home of the Fox sisters which marked the beginning
of modern spiritualism were the direct work of evil angels who
introduced one of Satan’s most successful soul-destroying delusions.
Those who are deceived by spiritualism ignore the teaching of
scripture about the wonders performed by Satan and his demons. Paul
warned about the second advent of Christ being preceded by “the
working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with
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all unrighteous deception . . .” (2 Thessalonians 2:9,10). The apostle
John predicted that in the last days the whole world would be
deceived by the wonders that are performed by Satan’s agents
(Revelation 13:13,14). Satan presents spiritualism in whatever guise is
best suited to the type of people he is trying to deceive. He appears as
an angel of light to people of culture, and can conceal himself when it
seems the most effective course of action.

Satan deceives people now just as he deceived Eve by proposing they
will become wise by following his suggestions. “You will be like God,”
he declares, “knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:5) Thus he
substitutes sinful humans as the objects of worship, and sets up
human standards in place of the law of God. The grace of God alone
has the power to uplift humanity. Left to themselves, humans must
inevitably deteriorate. Satan knows the weak areas of character of all
of us, and he shapes his temptations so as to attack us at our most
vulnerable points.

As time passes and cultures change, Satan varies his deceptions to
take advantage of altered attitudes and trends. Whereas in the past
he attacked both Christ and the Bible, he now professes to accept
both. But he reinterprets the Bible so as to make its important truths
meaningless, and degrades the love of Christ to the level of mere
sentimentalism. He tries to blur the distinction between good and
evil and keeps God’s justice and the requirements of His holy law
out of sight.

Few people have any true understanding of the deceptive power of
spiritualism or the danger of coming under its influence. Some begin
by looking into it to satisfy curiosity, but once they venture onto
forbidden ground the destroyer exercises his power over them against
their will. Nothing but the power of God in answer to the earnest
prayer of faith can deliver these ensnared individuals.

All who indulge wilfully in known sin are inviting the temptations of
Satan and separating themselves from the protection of God’s angels.
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And when Satan has overcome them he will employ them as his agents
to entice others into his traps. The prophet Isaiah warns against any
contact with spirits, and tells us to test what they say by the word of
God (Isaiah 8:19,20). Those who study the scriptures to learn of the
nature of man and the state of the dead will see in the claims of
spiritualism the working of Satan with his lying wonders.

Those who have no desire to obey God or live according to His law are
left to become the prey of Satan. As Paul says in 2 Thessalonians
2:10,11, those who don’t love the truth are not shielded from Satan’s
strong delusions and are allowed to believe his lies.

Many will be confronted by the spirits of devils impersonating their
beloved relatives or friends and telling them the most dangerous lies.
These devils can be withstood only by understanding the Bible truth
that the dead know nothing, and by calling on Christ to banish these
pretended loved ones who are really evil spirits in disguise.

All of us will be tested in the last days, but God has promised to
protect those who persevere in the truth (Revelation 3:10,11). Those
who have accepted Satan’s lies and have “made a covenant with death”
(Isaiah 28:15), who believe there is no punishment for sinners, will fall
under the delusion of spiritualism.

Satan has for many years been preparing for his final effort to deceive
the world. The foundation of his plan is the first lie he told Eve, “You
will not surely die.” In these last days he is preparing his masterpiece
of deception in the development of spiritualism and he will reach the
climax of his design in the very last hours of time. John, in Revelation
16:13,14 says he saw three unclean spirits like frogs which were the
spirits of demons performing signs, going out to gather the whole
world to the battle of the great day of God Almighty. Except for those
kept by God’s power, through faith in His word, the whole world will
be swept into the ranks of this spiritualistic delusion. God will have a
people who will stand in that day, a people who keep the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus (Revelation 14:12).



193

Most people in countries such as the United States see Catholicism
in a much more favourable light than they did in past years. They
think the differences between Protestantism and Catholicism are much
less than they used to be, and this is true. But the changes have not
been made by Rome, but by Protestants. Protestants used to teach
their children that to be friends with Rome was to go against God.

In recent years those who defend the papacy claim her cruelties in the
past were the result of the less civilised culture of the middle ages, and
our more enlightened civilisation has changed the nature of Rome.
Have these people forgotten the claims of infallibility made by the
papacy? Rome claims the “church never erred; nor will it, according to
the scriptures, ever err,”1 so how can she change the principles on
which she operated in the past? Will Rome ever give up her claim to
infallibility? If she had the opportunity, would she repeat the
persecutions of the past? Secular governments now control the
church, but if these were removed and the church reinstated to her
former power, would the world see the same cruelty happening again?

1 John L. von Mosheim, Institutes of Ecclesiastical History, Book 3 century 11, part 2,
Chapter 2 section 9 note 17.
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The constitution of the United States guarantees liberty of conscience
as a fundamental principle. But Pope Pius IX (Encyclical Letter, August
15, 1854) said, “The absurd and erroneous doctrines or ravings in
defence of liberty of conscience are a most pestilential error – a pest,
of all others, most to be dreaded in a state.” In a later Encyclical Letter
(December 8, 1864) the same pope asserted the right of the church to
use force to make people comply with its teachings. Every cardinal,
archbishop and bishop in the Catholic Church also takes an oath
which includes this commitment: “Heretics, schismatics, and rebels to
our said lord (the pope), or his aforesaid successors, I will to my
utmost persecute and oppose.”1

It is true that there are true Christians in the Roman Catholic
community, serving God to the best of their knowledge. God will
cause them to learn the truth as it is in Jesus. Many will leave their
unsatisfying faith and join God’s people. But Romanism as a system is
no more in harmony with the gospel of Christ than it ever was in its
past history. It is using every means possible to regain control of the
world and undo everything accomplished by the Reformation.
Catholic schools and universities are being attended by Protestant
youth and concessions are being made on every hand.

Catholic worship services are made attractive with beautiful churches
and cathedrals, impressive ceremonials, and unsurpassed music.
People are lured into this form of worship and made to forget the
necessities of the soul. The church’s claim to the right to forgive sins
with its ordinance of the confessional degrades the human mind.
When one human confesses to a sinful priest it demeans his character.
Yet a person who loves self-indulgence finds it more pleasing to
confess to a man than to God. Doing penance is more acceptable to
human nature than turning away from sin.

Catholics place crosses on their churches and their clothing, but they
bury the teaching of Christ under a mass of traditions and false

1 Josiah Strong, Our Country, ch. 5, pars. 2-4
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interpretations of scripture. Such practices as the worship of images
and relics, praying to saints, and the exaltation of popes attract the
minds of people away from God and Christ. It is Satan’s constant effort
to misrepresent the character of God, the nature of sin, and the real
issues at stake in the great battle between himself and God. He doesn’t
want people to love God, but to fear or hate Him. He has encouraged
people to offer human sacrifices and then taught that God requires
these things. The persecution of those who disagree with Rome’s
teachings are made to appear as God’s work. Through this huge
system of deception that is Romanism, Satan brings dishonour to God
and wretchedness to humanity.

In the Catholic system of monasteries people shut themselves away to
become fitted for heaven. But Jesus never taught that love and
sympathy must be repressed. His heart overflowed with love and He
wants His people to express that love to those in need around them.

Catholicism differs less widely from Protestantism now than it once
did, but the papacy hasn’t changed. Protestantism as it now exists is
much like Catholicism because the same principles have been
accepted by both. As Protestantism has been trying to gain favour in
the world, it has been trying to break down the barriers between the
church and the world, and between the various churches. In the
developments taking place in the United States, the churches are
trying to secure the support of the state and in doing so they are
helping Rome to gain similar influence in the United States to what it
had in Europe in the past. But Protestants generally do not see any
danger from the papacy, partly because they are pursuing the same
goals as the papacy, particularly in the elevation of Sunday-keeping.

If we wish to see how Catholics and Protestants combined will deal
with those who reject their push for Sunday observance, we need only
look at how the papacy dealt with those who resisted their
establishment of Sunday worship in the past. They used forged
documents to support Sunday when no scriptural support could be
found. They created stories of miracles to convince gullible people.
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The most striking illustration of the lengths the church would go to
force adherence to her Sunday agenda was the history of the
Waldenses, some of whom were observers of the Bible Sabbath. The
attacks of the papacy against the Waldenses continued for centuries
and involved some of the bloodiest wars in history. The history of the
persecution of the church in North and Central Africa also tells much
of what can be expected as the papacy exercises her power to enforce
her teachings on those who wish to remain faithful to God’s word.

The prophecy of Revelation 13 foretells that the land beast, understood
to be the United States, will cause the people of Earth to worship the
papacy, represented by the sea beast. The land beast also tells people
to make an image to the sea beast and commands all people to receive
the mark of the sea beast (Revelation 13:11-16). This prophecy will be
fulfilled when the United States enforces Sunday observance, which
Rome claims as the special acknowledgement of her supremacy. In thus
supporting the papacy, the United States will not be alone, as the
influence of Rome in the Old World will be restored. Revelation 13:3
foretells that the whole world will wonder after the beast when its
deadly wound has been healed. (Remember the pope being taken
prisoner in 1798 and the restoration of the papacy with the recognition
of the Vatican by Mussolini in 1929?) Paul, in 2 Thessalonians 2:3-8,
tells us the “man of lawlessness” (NLT) (the papacy) will continue until
the close of time. So in both the Old and the New Worlds the papacy
will receive homage in the honour paid to the Sunday institution that
rests solely on the authority of the Roman Church.

The Roman Catholic Church is waiting to co-operate with the Protestant
churches who are preparing to enforce Sunday observance with the 
same persecutions employed by Rome in the past. This Church with, 
all its ramifications throughout the world, forms one vast organisation
under the control, and designed to serve the interests of, the Papal See.
Its millions of church members in every land on Earth are taugh to 
regard the authority of the church as above all other. They may pledge
allegiance to their own countries, but behind this lies their allegiance
alle to Rome. History tells of the exercise of power by the popes over
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 civil governments. In 1077 Pope Gregory VII humiliated the
German Emperor, Henry IV, and in 1204, Pope Innocent III
extracted an oath of obedience from Peter II, king of Arragon.1

Rome has boasted that she never changes. If true, then the principles
of Gregory VII and Innocent III are still the principles of the Roman
Catholic Church. If she had the power, we could expect her to exercise
it in the same way as she did in past centuries. Protestants don’t
understand what they are doing when they work together with Rome
in exalting Sunday observance.

Let the principle once be established in the United States that the
church may employ or control the power of the state; that religious
observances may be enforced by secular laws; in short, that the
authority of church and state is to dominate conscience, and the
triumph of Rome in the United States of America is assured.

God’s word has given us warnings of impending danger. If we take no
notice, the world will learn what the purposes of Rome really are only
when it is too late.

We will soon see and feel what the purpose of Rome really is. Whoever
believes and obeys God’s word will be harassed and persecuted.

1 John Dowling, The History of Romanism, b. 5, ch. 6, sec. 55
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Satan’s aim, ever since he began his rebellion in heaven, has been
to get rid of the law of God. It was to achieve this that he rebelled in
the first place, and after he was thrown out of heaven, he continued
the same warfare on earth. He didn’t care whether he persuaded
people to break all the commandments or only one, the effect being
the same. As the apostle James points out, to break one
commandment makes the transgressor guilty of all ( James 2:10). In
his war against the law, Satan has introduced false doctrines in many
areas of faith. Many who claim to follow the Bible deny doctrines
which form the very foundations of Christianity, such as creation, the
fall of man, the atonement, and the unchanging nature of God’s law.
People think it is a mark of intellectual attainment to spiritualise away
the most important truths of scripture. Ministers are teaching their
people that God’s law has been done away. In rejecting the law they
are denying the authority of the Lawgiver. If we wish to see the results
of abolishing God’s law we need only look at France during the
Revolution. The terrible events that convulsed France when atheism
was in control showed that if the restraints imposed by God are
thrown off, people are made to accept the rule of the cruelest tyrants.
Those who refuse to accept the government of God are not fit to
govern themselves. Without the law of God, the civilised world would
become a horde of robbers and assassins, while peace, rest, and
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happiness would be banished from the earth. We can already see the
breakdown of law and order in the secular western world that has put
God out of the public domain.

The spiritual darkness that prevailed under the supremacy of Rome
was the inevitable result of her suppression of the scriptures. Now
that Satan can no longer keep the world under his control by
withholding the Bible, he tries to destroy faith in it by teaching that
the law is not in effect since Christ died on the cross. The churches
cling to the papal error of natural immortality and man’s
consciousness in death, so are left with no defence against the
delusions of spiritualism. The doctrine of eternal torment has led
many to reject the Bible, and when they are urged to keep the
Sabbath of the fourth commandment, they free themselves from this
unpopular duty by claiming that the law no longer applies to
Christians. With one stroke they get rid of the Sabbath and the law. As
the Sabbath is more widely taught, this attitude towards the law and
the Sabbath will become almost universal.

These teachings by religious leaders have destroyed faith in God’s word
and opened the door to spiritualism. They then claim that the
increasing corruption in society is due to the desecration of the so-
called “Christian Sabbath”, and that enforcement of Sunday observance
is needed to improve the morals of society. This push for Sunday
observance is then coupled with emphasis on other good issues such
as temperance reform. Those who keep the true Sabbath are accused of
having no interest in temperance reform because they refuse to
support the Sunday observance part of the agenda.

Through the two false doctrines of natural immortality and Sunday
sacredness Satan will bring the world under his deceptions. The
former provides the foundation for spiritualism, while the latter
creates a bridge to Rome. The Protestants of the United States will
eagerly accept spiritualism, and will then reach out to the Roman
power. Under the influence of this threefold union, America will take
away people’s freedom of conscience.
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As spiritualism is more readily accepted into the Christian churches,
Satan will appear as an angel of light and through spiritualistic
mediums, miracles will be performed, and the sick will be healed. The
spirits will profess faith in the Bible and will appear to respect church
institutions, and thus their work will be accepted as a demonstration
of divine power.

It is now difficult to see any difference between professed Christians
and secular people of the world. They all love the same kinds of sports
and entertainments, so Satan encourages them all to unite under
belief in spiritualism. Catholics believe that miracles are a sign of the
true church, while Protestants have given up their belief in Bible truth,
so all will unite with secular people to accept a form of godliness
without the power (2 Timothy 3:5). They will think that their grand
movement will convert the world and usher in the millennium of
peace that they have been deceived into expecting.

Through spiritualism Satan appears to bring blessings to humanity,
but all the while he is working as a destroyer. He encourages
intemperance and its attendant woes, and he incites men and nations
into wars. He especially delights in war, as it sweeps people away in
death when they are not right with God. He also causes storms and
weather events to wreak havoc whenever God allows him. It is only
God’s power that prevents Satan causing destruction, and when God
removes His protective care from those who rebel against His law,
Satan has a free hand to bring trouble upon people. He then leads
them to believe that it is God who is afflicting them. While appearing
as the great healer, Satan brings contagious diseases on the world
until large cities are reduced to ruin. In accidents and calamities by
sea, land and air, and in huge fires, tornadoes, hailstorms, floods,
tsunamis, earthquakes and volcanic eruptions, in all parts of the
world Satan is exercising his power to destroy the lives of humans
and animals. He also sweeps away harvests and causes widespread
famines. And then he persuades people that those who serve God are
the cause of all these calamities. He will declare that God is
punishing the world because they are not keeping the Sunday holy,
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and those who are keeping the Bible Sabbath are destroying
reverence for Sunday, so are troublers of the people. As the anger of
the people is directed at those who obey God’s word, they will be
hated just like Elijah was hated by Ahab when the land suffered under
a drought (1 Kings 18:17,18).

The miracle-working power of spiritualism will be used against God’s
people. Spirit mediums will declare that God has sent them to
convince the rejecters of Sunday of their error, telling them that the
Sunday laws must be obeyed as the law of God. As he did at the
beginning, Satan will again try to make it appear that he is working for
the good of God’s government, while all the while he is trying to
destroy it. The papacy works in the same way, pretending to be the
vicegerent of Heaven, while exalting itself above God and claiming the
right to change His law. Satan tries to coerce the conscience and force
everyone to honour him. Those who honour the Bible Sabbath will be
denounced as enemies of law and order, and will be accused of
disloyalty to the government. The leaders of church and state will
unite to bribe, persuade, or compel everyone to honour Sunday. Even
in so-called free America, lawmakers will yield to the popular demand
for a Sunday law, and in the soon-coming conflict we will see the final
fulfilment of the prophecy: “And the dragon was enraged with the
woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who
keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ.” (Revelation 12:17)



203

God’s people are to study the scriptures to safeguard themselves
from being deceived by Satan. Every teaching being put forward is to
be tested by the Bible to see whether it agrees with what God has
already told us in His word (Isaiah 8:20). Because of the important
role of the Bible in testing for truth, Satan does his best to prevent
people from understanding what is in the Bible. Every time there is a
spiritual revival, Satan becomes very active in fighting God’s efforts to
arouse spiritual interests, and as we approach the final struggle
between Christ and Satan, the enemy is preparing every delusion
imaginable to mislead minds. So closely will his counterfeits resemble
the truth that it will be impossible to distinguish between them except
by the Holy Scriptures.

Only those who have studied and understood the will of God as
revealed in the Bible will be able to remain faithful through the last
conflict. Every person will be tested to see whether they will obey God
rather than men.

Before the crucifixion Jesus explained to His disciples that He was to
be put to death and to rise from the tomb, and angels were present to
impress these truths on their minds. But the disciples were looking for
deliverance from the power of Rome, and their minds could not take
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in the things Jesus told them. The words they should have
remembered did not sink in and were wiped out of their minds, and
when the time of trial came, they were unprepared.

In the same way, the events connected with the close of probation and
preparation for the time of trouble are clearly presented in scripture,
but most people have no understanding of these Bible truths. Even if
they happen to notice them in a hasty reading of the Bible, Satan
watches to take away every impression that might lead them to think
about the truth, so the time of trouble will find them unready.

When God sends messages of warning that are so important that they
are represented as being shouted by holy angels flying through the
heavens, He expects us to take notice. The fearful judgements to fall
on those who worship the beast and his image (Revelation 14:9-11)
should lead all to study this issue and find out about the mark of the
beast and how to avoid receiving it. But most people simply shrug off
the implications and say the prophecies are too difficult to
understand. They don’t want to know about such things (2 Timothy
4:3). Most do not want Bible truth because it interferes with their
worldly ambitions, and Satan supplies deceptions which they love.

But God will have a people who will hold to the Bible as their only
source of truth. The claims of so-called educated people and
institutions don’t impress them. Before accepting any doctrine, they
want clear Bible proof. One of Satan’s methods of deception is to
attract attention to ministers and religious leaders who claim to have
the authority to tell people what to believe. By misleading these
leaders Satan can lead multitudes astray if they don’t search the Bible
for themselves. This is what happened in the time of Christ when the
Pharisees and rulers led the Jewish nation to reject their Redeemer. It
is also the way the Roman church works in reserving to the clergy the
right to interpret scripture.

Satan uses many ways to work through the influence of one person on
another to keep people under his control. Whether it be family
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influences, or the influence of a marriage partner, or the influence of
one friend upon another, the effect is the same. Those who oppose
the truth have the power to control all who do not have the courage
or independence to obey their own convictions of duty.

The truth and the glory of God are inseparable. We cannot honour God
while holding false doctrines. Many claim it doesn’t really matter what
one believes so long as the life is right, but our beliefs mould our lives.
False beliefs ultimately produce spiritual death (Proverbs 16:25).
Ignorance is no excuse for error or sin when we have opportunity to
know the will of God from His word. It is not enough for us to think
we are right, or for a minister to tell us we are right; our salvation is at
stake, so we should diligently study the Bible every day for ourselves, as
each of us must answer to God for ourselves.

One technique Satan uses is to have teachers spiritualise away the
scriptures. These teachers claim great insights and would have us
believe that the scriptures have a mystical meaning not apparent in the
actual words used. But we don’t need to be misled. Jesus promises
that if we want to follow Him, we will know from His word what is
true ( John 7:17). We should take the Bible as it reads unless there is
clear evidence that a prophetic symbol is being used. But we must also
remember this is the word of God and the same Holy Spirit who
inspired it in the first place will, in answer to sincere prayer, lead us to
understand it as we study. We must approach Bible study with a
humble and teachable spirit, and a willingness to obey any truths we
find ( John 14:26). The Bible should never be studied without prayer
for guidance. Like David, we should pray that God will show us what
He wants us to know from His word (Psalm 119:11,18).

Many are deceived because they don’t study the scriptures, so think
that their lives are good enough for heaven, but these cases are not
hopeless, because God can help them if they come to Him
(Ephesians 5:14-16).
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At present it may not be possible to see the difference between one who
is fully committed to God and one who has only a shallow profession.
But when persecution comes the difference will become apparent.

As David said in Psalm 119:99,104, God’s word was continually in his
thoughts, and through it he came to hate evil. This is the experience of
all those who make the Bible their source of spiritual nourishment
and give Christ first place in their lives.
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“After these things [Revelation Chapter 17, the judgement of
Babylon] I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great
authority, and the earth was illuminated with his glory. And the angel
cried mightily with a loud voice, saying, ‘Babylon the great is fallen, is
fallen, and has become a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every
foul spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bird!’ . . . ‘And I
heard another voice from heaven saying, ‘Come out of her, my people,
lest you share in her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues.’ ’ ”
(Revelation 18:1,2,4)

This scripture points forward to a time when the announcement of the
fall of Babylon by the second angel in Revelation 14 (verse 8) is to be
repeated, with the added declaration that Babylon is now worse than
it was when the second angel gave his message. The organisations
constituting Babylon have now been totally taken over by demons and
foul spirits. The warning given by the second angel has been ignored,
and the Sabbath commandment has been crushed, with those keeping
it sacred being persecuted. Spiritualism has also been accepted by the
churches to the point where seducing spirits and evil angels are
virtually in control, a profession of religion covering the worst
possible evils.

At the time when this final angel gives his call, Babylon’s “sins have
reached to heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities”

38 THE FINAL WARNING
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(Revelation 18:5). Total destruction is about to fall on her, but God has
some people still in Babylon even at this late stage, and He now issues
a final call for them to “Come out of her, My people.” This call,
together with the third angel’s message of Revelation 14:9-11, forms
the final warning to be given to Earth’s inhabitants.

The governments of the world will unite in their war against the
commandments of God, decreeing that everyone, no matter what
their rank or status, must observe the false sabbath, and any who
refuse deserve to die. On the other hand, God’s law, including the
Creator’s rest day, demands obedience and threatens eternal
consequences against those who disobey.

When the choice between obeying God or obeying human law is
clearly put before the people, anyone who chooses to disobey God’s
law by observing the false sabbath will receive the mark of the beast,
because they accept the sign of the beast power and obey it instead of
obeying God. And scripture clearly warns us: “If anyone worships the
beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his
hand, he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God,
which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation.”
(Revelation 14:9,10) No one is to suffer God’s wrath until the issue
has been clearly put before them and the truth, brought home to their
mind and conscience, has been rejected. There are many who have
never had the truth of the fourth commandment set before them in a
way they could understand. God knows the heart of every person, and
He will leave nobody to be deceived about the issues of the conflict
with Satan if they sincerely desire to know the truth.

The Sabbath will be the great test of loyalty. In the final test, the line of
distinction between those loyal to God, and those on Satan’s side will
be made clear. There will be no middle ground at that time.

Many don’t take the third angel’s message seriously because they
can’t imagine that the United States will ever persecute those who
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keep God’s commandments. But when the issue of Sunday
observance is widely agitated, and people see the possibility of
persecution approaching, the third angel’s message will have an
effect not possible before.

Just as in the time of Elijah, the prophet felt impelled by God’s Spirit to
rebuke the sins of wicked Israel, so at the time of the end the message
of the third angel will be preached by God’s people because they feel
impelled by the Spirit. The sins of Babylon will be laid open, and the
inroads of spiritualism and the progress of papal power will be
revealed. Those who give the message will be empowered by the Spirit
rather than by educational qualifications. Thousands who hear the
message of the third angel will be amazed by what they hear and will go
to their ministers to ask whether the message they are hearing is true.
These leaders will try to calm the people’s fears with fables, but they
won’t be satisfied unless they receive answers from the word of God.
Having no such answers, the ministers will become angry and try
desperately to keep their members in ignorance. Both Catholics and
Protestants will unite in urging the civil government to legislate Sunday
enforcement. With threats and inducements the civil and religious
leaders will attempt to coerce people into Sunday observance, but
God’s faithful ones will remain firm in their stand for truth.

Conscientious obedience to God will be treated as civil rebellion, and
commandment keepers will suffer all kinds of oppression by family,
friends, and officials. Paul’s words will then be very true: “All who
desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”
(2 Timothy 3:12) All this now seems impossible, but when the Spirit
of God is withdrawn and Satan takes control, men’s hearts can
become very cruel.

As the storm of persecution approaches, many who have professed
faith in the third angel’s message, but have not been fully committed
to obeying the truth of God, will abandon their place among God’s
people and join the ranks of the enemy. These people will be among
the most bitter enemies of those who stand firm for Christ.
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Those who remain loyal to God have not thought about their temporal
interests or their reputations, but when Satan attacks them and they
are threatened with destruction, they flee to God for help. They are
like many of the great reformers of the past who were compelled by
God’s Spirit to give the message despite their reluctance to enter the
battle. God gives special truths for the people in these difficult times,
and commands His servants to tell the world. They are to obey His
command, not fearing the consequences. They must perform their
duty and leave the results with God.

As long as Jesus remains our intercessor in the sanctuary in heaven,
the influence of the Holy Spirit holds in check the powers of the land.
While many of the rulers of the land are active agents of Satan, God
also has his agents in governments, and they are influenced by holy
angels to hold in check the currents of evil until the third angel’s
message has done its work. Some of these men will yield to the
influence of the Holy Spirit and in the end, stand with God’s people
through the time of trouble.

Joel 2:23 talks about the former and the latter rain, as figures of the
work of the Holy Spirit in great spiritual movements. The outpouring
of the Spirit at Pentecost was the “former rain”, at the opening of the
gospel, and the “latter rain” will be given at its close to ripen the
harvest. When God’s Spirit is poured out in the latter rain, God’s
servants, filled with zeal, will hurry everywhere to tell people of the
need to accept Jesus and obey Him in readiness for His coming.
Miracles will be performed by both God and Satan as people decide
on which side to take their stand.

The message will be carried more by the conviction of the Holy Spirit
than by persuasive arguments. The arguments have already been
given, the seeds sown, and now they spring up and bear fruit.

Despite the enemies combining against the truth, a large number of
people will answer the call to come out of Babylon and will stand on
the Lord’s side at the end.
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The final chapter of the book of Daniel opens with a prophecy that
when Michael (Christ) stands up there will be a time of trouble worse
than any that has ever happened in the history of the world. But at
that time God’s people, whose names are written in the Book of Life,
will be delivered (Daniel 12:1).

When the third angel’s message closes and God’s people have
received “the latter rain,” (the outpouring of the Holy Spirit) and are
prepared for the difficult time ahead, an angel returning to heaven
from Earth announces that the work is done. The final test has been
brought upon the world, and all who have proved loyal to God’s law
have received “the seal of the living God.” (Revelation 7:2-4) Then
Jesus stands up, indicating that He has ended His intercession in the
heavenly temple, and in a loud voice declares, “It is done!”
(Revelation 16:17) He announces solemnly, “He who is unjust, let
him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is
righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy
still.” (Revelation 22:11) The judgement is over, and every case has
been decided, for life or death. Christ has blotted out the sins of His
people, the number of His subjects is made up, the kingdom is about
to be given to those who have been saved, and Jesus is to reign as
King of kings and Lord of lords.

39 THE TIME OF TROUBLE
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When Jesus leaves the temple His intercession for His people is over,
and darkness covers the unsaved people of Earth. God no longer
restrains the wicked and they are left under the entire control of
Satan. God’s long-suffering is ended, and the world has rejected His
mercy, despised His love, and trampled upon His law. The probation
of the wicked is past and the Spirit of God has at last been withdrawn,
leaving them with no protection from the enemy. Satan will then
plunge the inhabitants of Earth into one great, final trouble
unequalled by anything before.

A single angel destroyed all the firstborn of Egypt, and the same
destructive power exercised by holy angels when God commands,
will be exercised by evil angels when He permits. Those who honour
the law of God are accused of bringing judgements on the world and
will now be blamed for all the natural and man-made calamities
falling on the earth. The power of God attending the giving of the last
warning to the world has enraged the wicked who now turn their
anger on those who have received the warning and become obedient
to God. And of course, Satan will excite his followers to greater fury
against the righteous.

Back in the first century when God’s presence was finally withdrawn
from the Jewish nation, priests and people were unaware that it had
happened, and though now under the control of Satan, still regarded
themselves as God’s people. The temple services continued as usual,
while all the while those guilty of the blood of the Son of God were
trying to kill the disciples of Christ. In the same way, when probation
closes with the decision made in the heavenly temple, and the destiny
of all has been forever fixed, the inhabitants of Earth will not know it.
The forms of religion will continue as usual, even though the Spirit of
God has been finally withdrawn, and the enthusiasm with which
worshipers carry out the designs of Satan will look like zeal for God.

As the Sabbath has become the special point of controversy
throughout the Christian world, and religious and secular authorities
have combined to enforce Sunday observance, the persistent refusal of
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a small minority to fall into line will make them hated by all. It will be
argued that the few who refuse to co-operate with the church and
state should not be tolerated. Just as Caiaphas long ago argued that it
was better for one man, Jesus, to suffer than for the whole nation to
be destroyed by the Romans ( John 11:50), so those who hate the
Sabbath-keepers will argue that they should be eliminated from
society. Consequently, a decree will be issued authorising people,
after a set date, to put them to death. The Roman church in Europe
and surrounding nations and apostate Protestantism in the Americas
and the Asia-Pacific region will follow a similar course of action.

God’s people will then be plunged into the distress described by the
prophet as “the time of Jacob’s trouble” ( Jeremiah 30:7). Jacob’s night
of anguish, when he wrestled in prayer for deliverance from his
brother Esau (Genesis 32:24-30) represents the experience of God’s
people in the time of trouble. Because he had deceived his father into
giving him the birthright blessing intended for his older brother, Esau,
Jacob had fled from Esau’s revenge. After twenty years in exile he had
set out, at God’s command, to return with his wives and children, and
his flocks and herds to his homeland. On reaching the border of his
native land he was filled with terror at the news of Esau’s approach at
the head of four hundred armed men seeking revenge. It appeared
certain that Jacob’s company, unarmed and defenceless, would be
destroyed. Added to Jacob’s anxiety and fear was the crushing weight
of self-reproach, for this danger had been brought about by his own
sin. His only hope was the mercy of God and his only defence was
prayer. Nevertheless, Jacob did everything within his power to avert
the threatened danger, sending presents to Esau and separating his
company to maximise the possibility that some might escape. So
should the followers of Christ, as they approach the time of trouble,
take steps to place themselves in the best possible light to reduce the
prejudice which threatens their liberty of conscience. Having
disbursed his family, Jacob stayed alone to intercede with God. He
confessed his sin and reminded God of His covenant with Abraham
and Isaac and of His promises to Jacob himself at Bethel and in Haran.
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As he continues praying and humbling himself before God, suddenly a
hand is laid on him. He thinks it is an enemy, and wrestles with all his
might to overcome him. But as the day begins to break, the stranger,
with his superhuman power, touches his hip and renders him
powerless. Now Jacob knows that this is the Angel of the Covenant,
and in his distress he begs for the assurance that his sin is forgiven
and, confessing his weakness and unworthiness, trusts the mercy of a
covenant-keeping God. As morning breaks, the Angel, in departing,
changes Jacob’s name to Israel. From a deceiver to a prince with God.
Jacob no longer fears to meet Esau, as he knows the Lord is in control.

It was Satan who accused Jacob, claiming the right to destroy him
because of his sin. It was Satan who influenced Esau to march against
him. And Satan tried to discourage Jacob by pointing out his guilt so
his hold on God would be broken. But Jacob had sincerely repented
of his sin, and he relied on the mercy of God.

As Satan influenced Esau to march against Jacob, so he will stir up the
wicked to destroy God’s people in the time of trouble. The little
company who keeps God’s commandments is the only thing standing
between him and his complete triumph in the earth. He sees angels
guarding God’s people, so assumes their sins have been forgiven, but
he does not know that their cases have been decided in the heavenly
temple. He knows the sins he has led them to commit and declares
that it is unfair of God to forgive their sins while destroying him and
his angels. He demands that they be given into his hands to destroy
them. God allows Satan to try His people, but they remain firm.

Despite the threats of destruction by the wicked, the main concern of
God’s people is that they are right with God, and that every sin is
forgiven. Their great desire is to see the rebellion against God
terminated. Though suffering keen anxiety, they maintain their hold
on God’s promises.

If Jacob had not previously repented of his sin, God would not have
preserved his life. So, in the time of trouble, anyone whose sins have
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not been confessed will not be counted among God’s people. Satan
tries to lead people to believe that God will overlook their
unfaithfulness in minor matters, but God will not tolerate evil in any
form. Those who delay a preparation for the judgement cannot
obtain it in the time of trouble or later. The cases of all such
individuals are hopeless.

Jacob’s case demonstrates that no matter how sinful a person’s life
may have been, if they have returned to God with true repentance, He
will not cast them off. God loves His people just as much when they
are suffering trials as when things are bright, but He allows trials to
develop character. Those who exercise little faith now are in great
danger of failing under the power of Satanic delusions when their
conscience is coerced. Even if they do ultimately endure the test, their
distress and anxiety will be greater than if they had made it a habit to
trust in God. If we are to gain victory in the end, we must take time to
pray. In many situations the reality of a crisis is not as bad as it was
imagined to be, but in the case of the time of trouble, the reality will
be worse than imagined.

Now, while Christ our High Priest is interceding for us in the heavenly
temple, we must ask Him to fill our lives with His Spirit so our
characters will reflect His. Satan could not influence Christ even by a
thought to yield to temptation. Christ himself said, “The ruler of this
world is coming, and he has nothing in Me.” ( John 14:30) There was
no sinful thought in Christ’s heart or mind that responded in any way
to the temptations of the enemy. We are to allow Christ such complete
control of our lives that Satan will find nothing in our minds by which
he can draw us into sin. Only when we are in this relationship with
Christ are we able to stand through the time of trouble.

Satan knows that his time is short, so is becoming more desperate as
the end approaches (Revelation 12:12). His insane fury reaches a
climax in the time of trouble. Supernatural happenings will be the
sign of the power of miracle-working demons. People pretending to
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be Christ will perform miracles of healing and claim to have
revelations from heaven contradicting the truths of scripture.

The crowning act of deception will be Satan impersonating Christ. The
master deceiver will make it appear that Christ has come. In different
parts of the earth Satan will appear as a majestic being of dazzling
brightness looking like the Son of God as described in Revelation
1:13-15. People will be shouting, “Christ has come! Christ has come!”
and falling down to worship him. He will pronounce a blessing on
people as Christ did while on Earth. He will speak in a lovely voice
like Christ’s and perform miracles of healing. Then he, pretending to
be Christ, will claim to have changed the Sabbath to Sunday, and
commands everyone to keep Sunday, declaring that anyone who
persists in keeping the seventh day is blaspheming his name. This is
the almost overpowering delusion that only those who are sealed by
God will be able to withstand, as this false christ does not teach
according to the scriptures, and he blesses those who worship the
beast and his image. Furthermore, Satan is not permitted to
counterfeit the manner of Christ’s second coming. While Satan’s
counterfeit takes the form of local appearances in different parts of
Earth, the Bible tells us that Christ’s real coming will be seen
universally, by the whole world, as the lightning that lights up the sky
from east to west (Matthew 24:24-27,31; 25:31; Revelation 1:7;
1 Thessalonians 4:16,17). Thus, only by the Bible will anyone be able
to detect the deceiver in his disguise. Are God’s people now so firmly
established on His word that they would not accept even the evidence
of their own senses, but would hold to the Bible no matter what
happens? It is Satan’s aim to keep us so busy with the cares of this life
that we will not have time to build our faith on God’s word.

As the decree against God’s commandment keepers issued by the
many national governments leaves these faithful ones without
protection from their enemies, they will leave the cities and villages
and gather in groups in isolated forested and mountainous areas.
Many will be caught, imprisoned, and sentenced to death. But will
God forget His people at such a trying time? He didn’t forget Noah
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during the Flood, or Lot when Sodom burnt, or Joseph in Egypt, or
Elijah when threatened by Jezebel, or Jeremiah in the dark prison, or
the three Hebrews in the fiery furnace, or Daniel in the lions’ den. No.
As God said through the prophet Zechariah (2:8), “he who touches
you touches the apple of His eye.” Though they are thrown into
prison, nothing can cut off the communication between God and His
people, and God’s judgements will fall on those who are trying to
oppress His faithful ones. Because God loves everyone, His act of
punishing the wicked is called “His strange (unusual) act” (Isaiah
28:21). While God in His love is slow to punish the wicked, yet His
justice demands that He does deal with sinners. (Ezekiel 33:11;
Exodus 34:6,7; Nahum 1:3) God bears long with the sinner, but when
the cup of iniquity is full, the sinner will finally drink the cup of wrath
unmixed with mercy.

When Christ’s work in the heavenly temple is finished, and the destiny
of all has been decided, God will pour out His wrath, unmixed with
mercy, on those who have chosen the mark of the beast, and the seven
last plagues will fall. The first plague is loathsome sores on those who
have the mark of the beast and worship his image. The second is the
sea turning to blood, causing the death of living creatures in the seas.
The third is the turning of water in the rivers and springs to blood.
The fourth is the sun being made hot enough to scorch people. The
fifth is an intense darkness over the seat of the beast (Revelation 16:1-
11). These plagues are not universal, or nobody would survive, but
they are the worst scourges ever to affect humanity. For the first time
ever, God’s judgements are not mixed with mercy. There is a certain
justice in these plagues, as they punish those who have caused such
pain and suffering to God’s people by persecuting them throughout
the ages (Revelation 16:5-7). Even the punishment of those who cause
pain and suffering to others is evidence of God’s love, as He needs to
show how He feels about the suffering they have caused His people.

During this time the people of God will not be free from suffering,
but while being persecuted, they will not be left to die. Just as God
cared for Elijah, so He will care for His people during these plagues.
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While the wicked are dying from hunger and disease, angels will
shield the righteous and supply their needs (Isaiah 33:15,16; 41:17).
The psalmist reminds us that “a thousand may fall at your side, and
ten thousand at your right hand; but it shall not come near you. Only
with your eyes shall you look, and see the reward of the wicked.”
(Psalm 91:7,8)

Yet to human sight it will appear that the people of God must lose
their lives as many martyrs before them have done. Their captors jeer
at them as they did at Christ on the cross, but they continue to pray
earnestly to God for help. But if men could see with heavenly vision,
they would be aware of companies of angels around God’s people just
awaiting God’s command to snatch His faithful ones from their peril.
But they must wait a little longer as their faith is tested. When it
happens, the end will come more quickly than men expect. Though
the death decree has set a time for the people of God to be killed,
some try to kill them before this time, but the angels prevent them
from doing so. Throughout history God has used angels in many
forms and guises and in a wide range of situations to carry out His
purposes and deliver His people (Psalm 34:7). Now the Saviour sends
help to His people just when they need it. The time of trouble is a
fearful ordeal for God’s people, but it is a time when true believers
can look up and see, by the eye of faith, the rainbow of God’s promise
encircling them. If Christ’s faithful ones were to lose their lives at this
time, their blood would not, like the blood of the martyrs, be as seed
sown to produce a harvest for God, because the time of probation has
passed. The Spirit of God is no longer working on the hearts of
sinners leading them to repentance. If the righteous were now left to
die at the hands of their enemies, it would be a triumph for the prince
of darkness. As it is, God gloriously interposes to deliver His people
who have patiently waited for His coming and whose names are
written in the Book of Life.
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When the worldwide decree goes into effect giving the enemies of
God’s people the freedom to put them to death, in many lands there
will be a simultaneous move to destroy them in one decisive blow to
silence their voice of reproof. Some of these commandment-keepers
are in prisons, while others are hiding in isolated forests and
mountainous retreats, but all are pleading in prayer for divine
protection. Meanwhile, across many lands, mobs of armed men, urged
on by evil angels, are preparing to execute them. At the last possible
moment, God will intervene to deliver His people. Just as these armed
men, shouting and jeering, are about to attack, a dense blackness,
deeper than the darkest night, falls upon Earth. Then a rainbow,
shining with God’s glory, spans the heavens and seems to encircle
each praying group. The angry assailants are suddenly stopped in their
tracks, their shouts dying on their lips, as they gaze, petrified with fear,
on the symbol of God’s promise to His people. God’s people hear a
clear loving voice calling them to look up, and as they do, they see the
rainbow of promise. The black cloud covering the sky is parted, and as
they look into heaven they see the Son of God on His throne, and as
they watch they hear Him ask His father to allow His people to be with
Him in His glory ( John 17:24).

40 GOD’S PEOPLE DELIVERED
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It is at midnight that God delivers His people. All nature is convulsed,
but in the centre of the angry heavens is one clear space of brilliant
glory from which the voice of God issues, declaring, “It is done!”
(Revelation 16:17). God’s voice causes a mighty earthquake, so
devastating that the very foundations of Earth seem to be giving way.
Great hailstones [weighing about 60kg] are causing immense
destruction, and prison walls are torn down, freeing God’s people
who have been held captive.

At this point also many graves are opened, and the partial resurrection
spoken of by Daniel (12:2) takes place, some raised to everlasting life,
and some to “shame and everlasting contempt”. Those raised to
everlasting life include those who have died while believing in the
third angel’s message, while those raised to shame include those who
condemned Christ (Matthew 26:64) and those who took part in His
crucifixion (Revelation 1:7), as well as the most violent opposers of
His truth and His people.

Above the roar of the thunder mysterious voices declare the doom of
the wicked, and these voices are clearly understood by the false
teachers who have misled so many. A great change has come over
God’s people who have been so wonderfully delivered from death.
They now sing praises to God, echoing the words of Psalm 46:1-3,

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”

While His people’s praises ascend to God, the clouds sweep back, and
heaven is seen, with the glory of the celestial city clearly visible. There
also appears in the heavens a hand holding two tablets of stone folded
together, God’s holy law shown to be the rule of judgement. The hand
opens the tablets and there are seen the Ten Commandments, written
as with a pen of fire. It is impossible to describe the despair of those
who have trampled upon God’s law. They now see that they are
without excuse. Too late they see that the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment is the seal of the living God, and they realize they have
been fighting against God.
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Then the voice of God is heard from heaven, declaring the day and
hour of Jesus’ coming, and when the blessing is pronounced on those
who have honoured God by keeping holy His Sabbath, there is a
mighty shout of victory from the redeemed.

Soon a small black cloud appears in the east. It is the cloud that
surrounds the Saviour, and, strangely, in the distance it seems shrouded
in darkness. But as it draws nearer it becomes lighter and more glorious
until it is a great white cloud, under its base a consuming fire, and above
it the rainbow of the covenant. Christ is riding on it as a mighty
conqueror attended by a vast unnumbered throng of angels singing
anthems of heavenly praise. On Christ’s clothing is written, “King of
kings, and Lord of lords” (Revelation 19:16).

As Christ descends on the cloud, the convulsions of Earth marking the
deliverance of God’s people reach a climax too overwhelming to be
described. People everywhere are crying to the rocks and mountains to
fall on them and hide them from the face of the Lamb on His throne.
No longer is heard the mocking voices of those who have rejected the
salvation offered to them. Those who derided Christ’s claim to be the
Son of God are speechless now. The proud Caiaphas, the haughty
Herod, those who pressed the crown of thorns on His sacred brow,
those who hit Him and spat upon Him, those who nailed Him to the
cross, and the soldier who pierced His side, all these now behold Him
with terror and remorse. In their terror these rejectors of truth hear the
joyful voices of the saints exclaiming, “Lo, this is our God; We have
waited for Him, and He will save us.” (Isaiah 25:9)

Now, amid the reeling of Earth, the flash of lightning and the roar of
thunder the voice of God calls to life His people who have been asleep
in the prison house of death. They come to life, clothed with
immortality, and the living righteous and the risen saints together give
a glad shout of victory.

Those who are resurrected come from the grave the same in stature as
when they died. Adam stands tall, only a little below the Son of God,
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but succeeding generations have become shorter and smaller in
stature. When resurrected, bodies are free of deformities and
blemishes, and when people again have access to the tree of life, they
will grow up to the full stature of the original pair. The living
righteous are changed in an instant at the voice of God, and are made
immortal, being caught up with the risen saints to meet the Lord in
the air (1 Corinthians 15:52,53; 1 Thessalonians 4:16,17). Friends and
loved ones are re-united and ascend together to the City of God.

Before entering the City of God, the Saviour gives to His followers the
insignia of their new status. As all are drawn up in a huge open square
with Christ on an elevated throne in the centre, He places on each
head a glorious crown on which is written the wearer’s new name
(Revelation 2:17) and the inscription, “Holiness to the Lord.” In every
hand are placed the victor’s palm and a shining harp. Then with the
angels leading, all join in an anthem of praise with beautiful
harmonies such as have never been heard before.

Then Jesus opens the gates to the Holy City, and all enter that Paradise
of God. The redeemed of Earth hear that lovely voice saying, “Come,
you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world.” (Matthew 25:34)

As the redeemed gather around the great white throne, it brings great
joy to those who see others there whom they have won for Christ, and
see that those have gained still others, in a widening circle of souls all
brought into the kingdom of heaven to praise God throughout eternity.

As the ransomed are welcomed into the City of God, Adam meets his
Maker, and as he sees the nail-prints in his Saviour’s hands, he casts
himself at Jesus’ feet, crying, “Worthy, worthy, is the Lamb who was
slain!” Jesus lifts him up and welcomes him to the home from which
he has for so long been exiled. Adam’s life on Earth was filled with
sorrow because of what his sin had caused, but he rejoices to see a
multitude of his descendants saved in the Paradise of God.
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The “hundred and forty-four thousand” stand with the Lamb, and sing
“a new song” which nobody but that group could learn, because it is a
song of their experience – an experience which no other group has
ever had. They have been translated from among the living who
endured the time of Jacob’s trouble. They are a special group who
endured what nobody else was called to experience. They “washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb”, and “In
their mouth was found no deceit: for they are without fault” before
God. (Revelation 14:1-5)

Those who are in God’s kingdom have come from garrets, hovels,
dungeons, scaffolds, mountains, deserts, caves, and from the sea. On
Earth they were badly treated and persecuted. Millions died as
criminals because they refused to give in to Satan’s deceptive claims.
But in the kingdom of God, everything is reversed. They stand before
God’s throne in finer clothes than the most honoured of Earth have
ever worn. God has wiped all tears from their eyes. The days of pain
and weeping have forever ended. They can now sing, “Blessing and
glory and wisdom, thanksgiving and honour and power and might, be
to our God forever and ever.” (Revelation 7:12)

In this life we can hardly begin to understand the wonderful theme of
redemption. Even with the utmost stretch of our mental powers we
fail to grasp its full significance. The plan of redemption will not be
fully understood even in heaven, but throughout eternity new truth
will continually unfold to our minds. The cross of Christ will be the
science and song of the redeemed throughout all eternity. The infinite
sacrifice made when the Son of God became the Son of Man will
forever be a subject for study. It will be seen that the One infinite in
wisdom could devise no plan for our salvation except the sacrifice of
His Son. The reward for this sacrifice is the joy of seeing Earth
peopled with ransomed beings, holy, happy and immortal. And such is
the value of a soul that the Father is satisfied with the price paid, and
Christ Himself, seeing the fruit of His great sacrifice, is also satisfied.
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In Revelation 18:1-8 we read of the judgements to fall on Babylon
the great, that religious system which has used the power of the kings
of the nations to enable her to control the lives of Earth’s inhabitants.
After issuing the final call to His people to come out of Babylon (18:4),
God brings destructive judgements upon her for all the evil she has
visited on God’s people. While the merchants and rulers of Earth cry
out in dismay over the punishment meted out to Babylon (18:9-19),
the righteous powers of heaven and God’s people rejoice that the
suffering Babylon has caused them is now over (18:20).

When God intervenes and saves His people from the murderous
designs of the wicked, there is a sudden awakening of those who have
been warring against God. While probation continued, Satan exerted
every effort to ensure that his captives remained deceived so they
would not turn to the One who could save them. They lived in self-
gratification, unconcerned about the needs of others or of the
unethical nature of their activities. Now they are stripped of all they
have worked so hard to achieve, and they fear that they will perish
with their idols.

The wicked are filled with regret, not because of their sins, but
because God has conquered. They do not repent of their wickedness
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but are sad only because they have lost everything. They see the very
ones they have mocked, derided and hated, passing unharmed through
the destructive forces accompanying God’s intervention. The
unfaithful ministers now see in the lost people around them the
results of the falsehoods they have taught those who looked to them
for guidance. Ministers and people now see they have rebelled against
the author of all righteousness and have supported all that is evil.
They feel an inexpressible longing for the eternal life which they have
lost, and the great men of Earth now confess to those they have
despised that God has loved them. They accuse one another of
deception, but the greatest blame for their eternal loss is heaped upon
the ministers. In their despair they turn in fury on these false
shepherds, the ones they once admired, and the weapons they
intended to use on God’s people they now employ to destroy those
they hold accountable for deceiving them. Everywhere there is strife
and bloodshed.

For six thousand years the Son of God and His heavenly messengers
have been in conflict with Satan and his evil forces in an attempt to
deliver human beings from Satan’s control. Now all have made their
decisions, the wicked have fully united with the evil one in his warfare
against God, and the mark of deliverance has been set on those who
have been faithful to their Creator.

Now comes the fulfilment of the prophecy of Ezekiel 9 which
represents God sending His destroying angels to kill those who were
not marked to show they were on God’s side. The work of
destruction begins with those who professed to be the spiritual
guardians of the people (verse 6). Jeremiah says the slain at that time
will be all over Earth, with nobody left to care for the dead ( Jeremiah
25:33). This period of destruction comes immediately prior to the
coming of Christ, as at His appearing the wicked are blotted from the
face of the whole Earth, destroyed by the brightness of His glory.
Then Christ takes His people to the City of God, and Earth is emptied
of its inhabitants.
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The whole Earth becomes a desolate wilderness. The ruins of cities
and villages destroyed by the earthquake, uprooted trees and jagged
rocks thrown out of the sea and the land are scattered over its surface,
while vast caverns indicate where mountains have been torn from
their foundations.

Now the event represented by the last part of the Day of Atonement
service takes place. In this service, after the ministry in the Most Holy
Place has been completed and the sins of Israel have been transferred
to the high priest, he takes the live goat (the scapegoat) and confesses
over him all the sins of Israel, putting them on the head of the
scapegoat (Leviticus 16:21). This represents the work of Christ, our
High Priest, who, when the atonement in the heavenly temple has
been completed, in the presence of all the heavenly hosts, places the
sins of God’s people upon Satan. He will be declared guilty of all the
evil he has caused them to commit. Then, as the scapegoat was sent
away into a land not inhabited, so Satan will be banished to this
desolate Earth which has become an uninhabited dreary wilderness.

The apostle John in Revelation 20:1-3, tells of the banishment of Satan
to this desolate Earth in these words: “Then I saw an angel coming
down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great
chain in his hand. He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who
is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and cast
him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on him,
so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years
were finished.”

This Earth, destroyed and uninhabited, is referred to as “the
bottomless pit” into which Satan is cast, bound by a chain of
circumstances, He is confined to this desolate Earth which has been
reduced to a condition similar to what it was before creation week –

“without form and void” (Genesis 1:2). The wicked have all been
destroyed by the brightness of Christ’s coming, the righteous have all
been translated, so no living creature remains on Earth to be tempted
by Satan. And here he must remain for a thousand years.
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For six thousand years Satan has caused death and destruction on
Earth, and he has held his prisoners in the grave, hoping they would
never be released; but now Christ has broken open the graves and set
the prisoners free.

For a thousand years Satan will wander to and fro in this desolate
Earth to consider the results of his rebellion against the law of God.
During this time he suffers intensely, particularly as he looks towards
the time when he must pay the penalty for all the evil he has caused to
be committed.

To God’s people the captivity of Satan brings great relief, as he can no
longer tempt them to sin.

During the thousand years between the first and the second
resurrections the righteous take part in the judgement of the wicked
which takes place in heaven. This judgement is foretold in Revelation
20:4,6 where we read: “And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and
judgement was committed to them. . . . Blessed and holy is he who
has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign
with Him a thousand years.” Paul also notes in 1 Corinthians 6:2 that
the saints shall judge the world. In union with Christ they judge the
wicked, comparing their acts with the Bible, and deciding every case
according to what they have done. Then their punishment is
determined and recorded in the Book of Death.

During this thousand-year period Satan and his evil angels are also
judged by Christ and His people (1 Corinthians 6:3; Jude 6).

At the end of the thousand years the second resurrection will take
place. Then the wicked will be raised to life to appear before God for
the execution of the sentences determined by the judgement carried
out during the millennium (the thousand years).
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At the end of the millennium (the thousand years following the
second advent) Christ returns to Earth accompanied by a multitude of
angels and the redeemed from Earth who have spent a thousand years
with Him in heaven. Now occurs the second resurrection in which the
wicked dead are raised to life. They come from their graves in their
billions, but what a site they present. Whereas the righteous were
raised with immortal bodies, the bodies of the wicked bear all the
marks of the disease and afflictions that took them to the grave.

As they return to consciousness the attention of the wicked is turned
towards the glory of the Son of God, and their involuntary response is
to acknowledge Him as Lord. It is not from any love for Christ that
they acknowledge His Lordship, as they come from the grave with the
same enmity and rebellion they had when they died, but the truth is
forced from unwilling lips by the impact of the situation. If they were
given a second chance to accept salvation, they would reject it again as
they did before.

Christ descends upon the Mount of Olives, to the same location from
which he ascended at the close of his first advent. The Mount of Olives
is divided, with the two halves separating to the north and south,
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leaving a vast plain on which the New Jerusalem in all its splendour,
descends from heaven (Zechariah 14:4).

Now Satan prepares for his last all-out attempt to overcome the Son
of God. During the millennium, while he has been confined to this
desolate Earth, Satan has felt very dejected and miserable, but now
he sees the vast army at his disposal and determines that he will not
concede defeat in this cosmic war. He will take command of this
huge army and lead them to overthrow the Holy City. Yet, even now,
he does not want people to think of him as a rebel but presents
himself as the rightful owner of the world who has been unlawfully
deposed. He rallies his deluded subjects, telling them that he has
raised them to life and will rescue them from the tyranny of God. He
assures them that with their help he can regain his lost kingdom and
give them possession of the Holy City which stands before them. In
his army are the greatest kings and military leaders from all ages of
history. These men rise from the grave with the same determination
to conquer that they displayed while alive on Earth so long ago.
Satan consults with them and with his angel leaders, and they
formulate plans for taking the city. Skilled engineers and technicians
construct weapons of war and the military leaders organise the army
into battalions and divisions.

When all is ready, the armies move forward to take up their positions
around the city. There has never been an army of this size anywhere
on Earth at any time in history. Jesus has ordered the city gates closed,
and these vast hordes surround the walls, set up their assault
machinery, and make ready to attack.

Now Christ appears in full view of His enemies. He sits on an
elevated throne on a golden platform high above the city,
surrounded by His subjects. The power and glory of Christ is beyond
description, and the brightness fills the city and flows out to flood the
whole Earth in its splendour and radiance. Closest to the throne are
those who were once zealous in the service of Satan, but who
changed and followed the Saviour with intense devotion. Next are
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those who perfected Christian character in the most difficult
circumstances, and the millions who were martyred for their faith.
Then come the great multitude who have been faithful to the Master,
clothed in white garments with palms in their hands (Revelation 7:9).
These redeemed sing praises to God, giving all the praise for their
salvation to the Lamb of God.

At this point, in the presence of the assembled inhabitants of heaven
and Earth, the final coronation of the Son of God takes place. And
now, having been crowned and granted full authority and supreme
majesty, the King of kings passes sentence on those who have
rebelled against His government and executes justice upon those
who have broken His law and oppressed His people. In Revelation
20:12, John describes the scene: “And I saw the dead, small and
great, standing before God, and the books were opened, and
another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead
were judged according to their works, by the things which were
written in the books.”

As soon as the record books are opened, and Jesus looks at the
wicked, they are conscious of every sin they have committed. Their
whole life history flashes before their minds. As this takes place,
above the throne appears a cross, and a video of the history of the
world begins to play. Starting with the fall of man, moving in detail
through the period of Christ’s time on Earth, with all His suffering
and shame, the visual record depicts the scenes that the persecutors
of Christ recall in every vivid particular. The righteous, viewing this
account of the Saviour’s sacrifice for them are moved to exclaim, “He
died for me!”

We can only imagine the feeling that pass through the minds of those
watching this graphic video presentation. The persecutors of the
Christians, from monsters like Nero, through to the priests and
inquisitors who inflicted such cruelty on Christ’s followers, down to
those who at the end of time tried to destroy every faithful witness for
the truth, all these now see how they have fought against God.
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Now the whole wicked world stands charged with high treason against
the government of heaven. They are without excuse, and the sentence
of death is pronounced against them. They see that they have forfeited
their eternal life by their rebellion. As if entranced they have watched
the coronation of the Son of God, and they have been so moved that
they now fall down and worship Him.

Satan seems paralysed as he watches an angel of majestic presence
place the crown on Jesus’ head, and he realises that he might have
been the actor in this scene had he not in pride rebelled against his
Maker. Through his mind passes thoughts of all the terrible
destruction his activities have caused. He looks at the fruit of his
work, and sees only failure and ruin. He has led his followers to
believe they could conquer the city of God, but he knows in his heart
that this is false. For thousands of years this chief of conspiracy has
palmed off falsehood for truth, but now the truth has been revealed,
his falsehoods and treachery stand revealed, and his followers see the
total failure of all he has worked for. He is the object of universal
abhorrence. And now, even the prince of darkness himself,
acknowledges the justice of his sentence.

The whole of the redeemed host now joins in the anthem of praise,
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches and
wisdom, and strength and honour and glory and blessing!”
(Revelation 5:12)

Despite the fact that Satan has been constrained to acknowledge the
justice of God’s dealing with him, his character remains unchanged,
and the spirit of rebellion again bursts out. With frenzied fury he
determines not to acknowledge defeat, and rushes among his subjects
in an attempt to arouse them to an instant attack. But it is too late.
While his people share his hatred of God, none are now willing to
continue the fight, knowing that their situation is hopeless. Now their
rage turns against Satan and his agents, and with fury they turn on
them (Ezekiel 28:17).
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This is the signal for the final destruction of evil. At this point fire
from heaven is unleashed to devour every vestige of evil. The earth’s
surface is broken up and flames burst from every chasm that opens.
Earth seems to be one seething molten mass, a lake of fire. Satan and
the wicked are all cast into this fiery cauldron, and in the cleansing
flames the wicked are totally destroyed (Revelation 20:9,10). Satan’s
work of ruin is forever ended, and all traces of his terrible rebellion
against God are wiped from the universe.

While this fire is consuming everything evil, the righteous are safe in
the Holy City, as upon those who had part in the first resurrection the
second death has no power (Revelation 20:6). The writer of Revelation
says, “Now I saw a new heaven and a new Earth, for the first heaven
and the first Earth had passed away.” The fire that consumes the
wicked purifies the earth, and every trace of the curse of sin is swept
away. There is no eternally burning hell to remind the redeemed of
the fearful consequences of sin. The only reminder of this whole
dreadful episode in the history of eternity will be the marks of the
crucifixion that our Redeemer will forever bear in His body.

Earth, originally given to humans as their kingdom, betrayed into
Satan’s hands, and for six thousand years held by this enemy, has now
been brought back by the great plan of redemption. All that was lost
by sin has been restored. God’s original purpose in creating Earth has
been fulfilled, as it is made the eternal home of the redeemed (Isaiah
45:18; Psalm 37:29).

There are no words to describe the reward of the righteous, as no
finite mind can comprehend the Paradise of God. Only those who
experience what God has prepared will know what it is like. However,
a feature of the new Earth is the presence of the Tree of Life which
bears life-giving fruit every month so those who eat it live forever. The
leaves are also said to be “for the healing of the nations.” (Revelation
22:2) The inhabitants of the new Earth will be engaged in productive
activities and enjoy happy interaction with the birds and animals.
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In that eternal land there will be no death or pain, sorrow, sickness, or
sadness (Revelation 21:4; Isaiah 33:24). There will be no night in the
Holy City, as the glory of God provides all the light needed (Revelation
22:5). There is also no temple there, as a major role of the temple was
to deal with sin, and there will be no sin to deal with. The only aspects
of the temple still needed will be those associated with the worship of
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb (Revelation 21:22).

The new Earth will provide every opportunity for engaging in the most
enjoyable and interesting enterprises and projects that can call forth
all the powers of mind and body to bring glory to the Creator.
Intergalactic travel is also possible, as we are no longer confined by sin
and short life-spans to this planet. And as eternity rolls on in never-
ending joy and happiness, the mind will be continually challenged
with new and deeper understandings of the wisdom and love of God
in dealing with the rebellion that threatened the future of the universe
(Revelation 5:13).

Satan’s rebellion against God is over. Sin and sinners are no more. The
entire universe is clean, and harmony exists throughout God’s vast
creation. From the tiniest atom to the largest galaxy, all things, living
and inanimate, in their perfect joy, declare that God is love.
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It is now [2024] over a century since the final edition of The Great
Controversy came off the press in 1911, and the author herself died in
1915. The insights Ellen White displayed in writing about end-time
events in The Great Controversy are quite remarkable, but in the
century since the author last edited the book, much has changed in
the world situation. These changes have not cast doubt upon anything
in the book, but on the contrary, current developments have
reinforced the validity of predictions made. However, because in
prophecy God endeavours to inform us about things which are
outside our understanding, being still in the future, prophetic
fulfilment may take a form we have never considered. That is why
Jesus said, “Now I tell you before it comes, that when it does come to
pass, you may believe that I am He.” ( John 13:19) Prophecy is given to
build our faith when we see predictions being fulfilled, not to make us
pseudo prophets foretelling the future.

Several developments over the past century have great relevance to
the content of The Great Controversy. One of these is the growth of
the Pentecostal and Charismatic movements.

In 1915 these movements were only just beginning, with a small
number of ministers trying to carve out for themselves a place in the
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Christian landscape. They were hardly significant enough to be
mentioned as a force in Christianity when Ellen White was describing
the Protestant scene in America in her time. The mainline Protestant
churches in the United States, such as the Episcopal (Anglican),
Methodist, Lutheran, Presbyterian, Baptist, and Church of Christ,
made up the main body of what Ellen White called “apostate
Protestantism”. These churches are almost all now shrinking in size,
and the churches that are growing rapidly are the Charismatic and
Pentecostal churches which number around six hundred million
adherents worldwide (Some estimates are as high as seven hundred
million). Names such as “Assemblies of God” and “Hillsong” are
recognised by most people. The Pentecostal churches with their
emphasis on tongues-speaking, and the charismatics who emphasise
spiritual manifestations, are all closely tied to the modern expressions
of spiritualism that are becoming socially acceptable.

Much of what Ellen White wrote about spiritualism is relevant to these
Pentecostal and Charismatic churches, and the mainline Protestant
churches have virtually ceased to be Protestant at all.

Another development which can now be seen fulfilling before our eyes
is the situation Ellen White described in these words: “The Protestants
of the United States will be foremost in stretching their hands across
the gulf to grasp the hand of spiritualism; they will reach over the
abyss to clasp hands with the Roman power; and under the influence
of this threefold union, this country will follow in the steps of Rome in
trampling on the rights of conscience.” (The Great Controversy p 588)

Since the ecumenical movement today is so clearly fulfilling the above
prophecy, we can be confident that Ellen White’s other predictions
will also be fulfilled.

Another current trend relates to the emphasis on dealing with climate
change and the associated interest in a “Climate Sunday”. These issues
are also very relevant to developments foretold in The Great
Controversy. While a few decades ago it appeared that growing
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secularism was making interest in Sunday laws less of an issue, it is
now very obvious that the pope’s encyclical, Laudato Si, has raised
interest in a world-wide day of rest for the environment. And his
comment that it is the duty of governments to make sure people are
free to rest on this day is a thinly-veiled call to governments to enact
Sunday laws. The interest in a climate Sunday both in Europe and
America is rapidly gaining momentum, and it is not difficult to see the
fulfilment of Ellen White’s statements predicting a popular demand
leading to the enactment of Sunday laws – no doubt under the guise
of caring for the environment.

Finally, the influence of the World Economic Forum (WEF) in shaping
political and economic developments world-wide is now becoming so
widely acknowledged that it is not difficult to see how the world could
easily look to the pope as the moral leader of the nations who have
sold out to globalism and are ready to carry out the Vatican’s agenda
in setting up the image to the beast. Couple this with the WEF’s plan
to create transhumans, controlled by such technologies as Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and neural brain implants which can leave subjects
with no moral compass to guide their behaviour, and we have all the
elements needed to put Satan in full control of humanity – except for
the people of God who refuse to co-operate with the Satanic agencies.

Other issues could be mentioned, but these more salient ones are
enough to illustrate how significant The Great Controversy is in
understanding the current world scene.

In short, the century that has passed since Ellen White wrote The
Great Controversy has fully vindicated her description of the final days
of this world’s history and made the call of the fourth angel for God’s
people to “Come out of Babylon” both urgent and imperative
(Revelation 18:4).
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